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Talk

● How is talk used in your fieldwork site? Students are able to speak freely within the
classroom. They often share any thoughts, ideas or life events freely.

● What do you notice about how adults talk to children? What do you notice about how
adults talk to other adults? What do you notice about how children talk to other children?
While working in a Pre-k class I do notice that students interact and talk differently with
their peers then with their teacher. The teachers also speak differently with other adults.
For one, My classroom has many students that are dual language speakers. The first
language being spanish. One of the teachers often speaks Spanish to the students and the
other teachers.

● Give at least one example of how people talk at your fieldwork site that relates to the
reading According to the text “ Understanding the diversity of children’s language and
literacy practices” Young children’s language promotes rich notions of language and
literacy within the classroom. The teacher is able to take the common language of
Spanish and create a dual learning language atmosphere incorporating the language and
culture with the lesson and literacy.

● Provide a language sample- Write out a full conversation between adults and children or
between children. I sat on the classroom rug with three students that were engaging in
Block Play. Another child came over asking if she could play. One of the girls said not
the blocks and only for the three of them. The teacher then reminded the students that
blocks are for all friends to play. The students then had another disagreement about what
they should build. The students debated on if they wanted to build a skyscraper or a
house. They later agreed on building a restaurant.

● What does this conversation illustrate about language norms, culture and/or any other
topic from the reading? (make sure to refer to the reading in this answer) The text “
Understanding the diversity of children’s language and literacy practices” suggests it is
beneficial to have a child-led atmosphere to promote literacy and conversation. The
Students were able to have the space to resolve their issue internally and play however
they like.

Rebecca Garte
Ok, but you need to write their words verbatim rather than paraphrasing



Literacy

● What are signs of literacy in the fieldwork site? Students are able to show signs of
emergent literacy by displaying oral language through these conversations with their
peers and the adults around them. Students were able to demonstrate phonological
awareness as well as understanding the concept that all words have meanings.

● How is print (in books, signs, newspapers, or other written messages) provided and used
by adults and children? Print is displayed throughout the classroom through charts and
posters. Many of the posters and charts created have pictures attached so students are able
to make the connections of the words they see to the picture that they are familiar with.

● How do children engage with print? Students engage with print through read alouds.
They are able to associate the picture with the words throughout the book. I noticed that
some children throughout free play decided to go into the classroom library and attempt
to read or create their own interpretations of the words through the pictures.

● When and why do people write at the fieldwork site? Any drawing the students create
asks the student to explain their drawing. The teacher then writes what they said and
includes it in their picture. This method will allow students to make connections between
words and visuals.

● How is writing used as part of routines, relationships between adults and children or
anything else that is discussed in the reading? There is a read aloud multiple times
throughout the day. The teacher allows students to comprehend what is being read and
create their own inferences.

● Do adults have goals for children’s literacy development? If so, what are they? How do
you know these are their goals? The literacy goals for the children in the classroom is to
be provided the necessary tools to be able to learn to read and write. This includes letter
recognitions, and using reading readiness strategies such as making  predictions and
identifying context clues.

● Provide an example of either reading or writing. Describe in detail everything that
happens-if it’s writing you should take a picture of the written product. During circle time
Ms. Joyce decided to surprise the students with a book gifted to them by one of their
former teachers. Along with the book came a card. Ms. Joyce asked a student if can read
what the card said. The child said “To the students of Pre-k 108”. The student already
knew how to read and was able to read the letter to his peers. After he read the letter the
students were able to go through the book.

Rebecca Garte
More details about the reading process would be helpful

Rebecca Garte
How do you know this is the teachers’ goal?

Rebecca Garte
This asked about writing, for example are notes, labels, attendance, calendar used? Does the teacher write down observations? Do kids write their names on anything ?

Rebecca Garte
How did they show this?
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1. Describe your small (2-3 children) group. Report on the following:

-The language(s) they speak -What they are interested in -Anything else you have observed or
that they have told you about their language and literacy practices. My group was chosen with a
variety of cultural backgrounds and ethnicities. There is a student where English is their second
language. Although this student speaks English well there are a few challenges with
pronunciation with certain words. These students often play together because they share the same
common interest. They all enjoy books and spend a lot of time in the classroom library. I notice
they also enjoy putting puzzles together. This group enjoys problem solving, working together to
complete a task and hands on projects.

2. Choose 2-3 questions from each of the assessments provided in the readings to assess the
children’s: language/talk, concepts of print/reading and writing. Report on the results for each
child

Which settings promote exploratory talk?

Auset- Talks better with adults. When talking with her peers she often controls the conversation
by talking over the other children. Auset’s setting is during circle time on the classroom carpet
and group activities.

Madisyn- Madisyn talks well with her teacher and peers regardless of the setting.

Henry- Henry talks more with his peers but gets shy and talks less with adults. He talks more
through an open setting without structure. For example, during free play.

What do I learn about the children I teach through documenting and analyzing their talk across
time and space? For all children I am able to understand better their methods of communication
for each child. I am able to observe what setting each child works best in.



3. Based on the assessment results: What strengths in spoken language/talk, concepts of
print/reading, or writing do the children share? The students are able to show reading
readiness.They all have an interest in books. They know how to handle a book correctly which
includes holding a book upright and being able to identify any print in the book. The children are
also able to speak in full sentences. They are able to engage in dialogue with their peers and
teachers.

4.   Identify one area of need/ challenge that the children share in talk, reading or writing then
plan 1 way to build on the shared strengths and address the shared challenge

All of these students have strong language skills and are Fluent speakers. However I did notice
although they love storytelling they miss the key components to construct or recite a story that
makes sense. Sometimes their stories lack the structure and organization which leads them to
deflect and bable.



Ac#vity Plan Literacy mini-lesson                                                    Designed by: Tacianna Daley 
________________________________________________ 

OVERVIEW/FRAMING

TOPIC-What Topic that your group has 
shown an interest in will you incorporate 
into this ac#vity? 
 

 A topic my group has shown an interest in is dogs. Two of my students In group has a dog 
and 1 student hopes to one day get a dog in the future. They commonly draw picture of 
dogs and talk about the things that their dogs do. Throughout my observa=on my students 
are interested in picture books. They o>en sit and go through the pictures of their favorite 
books. This group loves problem solving challenges and puzzles. This group are visual 
learner and o>en enjoys working on hands on ac=vi=es. I decided to incorporate a puzzle 
like ac=vity with read aloud about dogs. 

CONTENT FOCUS: 
Circle at least 3 language/literacy skills that 
you address in this ac5vity

Phonemic awareness   Phonological Awareness    Narra=ve    Vocabulary    Oral Storytelling 
Invented Wri=ng    Story telling through drawing   Conven=onal spelling/grammar   Using books as a 
resource   Concepts of Print   Concepts of story    reading to learn   Key details of text   Fluency   

Major Skill/ concept: 
List one specific skill and one specific 
concept related to your content focus that 
you want children to learn from this 
ac#vity

For this ac=vity I want kids to understand the main components of storytelling. Through this ac=vity 
students will begin to beMer organize their thoughts using the main idea of sequencing which are 
First, Then, Next, Last. Due to these students love for books I will like them through this ac=vity to 
learn storytelling through drawing. I want them to be able to analyze pictures using context clues 
and and be able to intemperate a story. 

KNOWING THE LEARNERS

AGE RANGE:

CURRENT DEVELOPMENT: 
What do you know about the children’s 
cogni5ve and language development? How will 
this affect their engagement in your ac5vity? 

The students in my group enjoy storytelling however some=mes it is hard to understand 
the main idea of the events they are trying to tell. Due to Pre-k students not being able to 
read yet students will maybe have difficul=es understanding context clues in the pictures 
to understand what the words are saying. 



Which results of your language and literacy 
assessment will you use to plan this ac5vity?

I will build on their strengths of What strengths in spoken language, and concepts of 
print/reading to be better establish better storytelling strategies. 

SOCIO-CULTURAL CONTEXT: 
What do you know about this group of children 
in terms of their cultural backgrounds, learning 
styles, languages spoken, literacy prac5ces and 
ways of using language and literacy to date?

his par=cular group of students has the strongest language skills. However they lack the 
the proper techniques of proper story telling. I purposely chose students with a vary of 
different cultural backgrounds and ethnicity that likely has different cultural views on 
language and literacy. 

THE LEARNING EXPERIENCE

The intro 
What will you say or do to engage the children in this experience? How will 
your way of engaging relate to what you know about your small group? (Write 
your exact words)

General Introduc=on 

I will introduce the students to the idea of sequencing. I 
will give a prac=ce scenario of rela=ng to dogs.  For 
example, bathing a dog. Students will then describe what 
comes First, Next, Then, and Last. I will then tell students 
what sequencing is. 



What is the procedure? 

1. I will read the story “If you Give A dog a 
Donut” 

2. Students will collaborate with teacher to 
put together to a story board sequencing 
the events of the story.  

3. Students will then be able to story tell using 
the storyboard. 

What will the children do? 

With collec=on of picture the students will 
sort through determining what event happen, 
first, next, and last from the book “If you give 
a dog a donut”  

What will you say exactly? 

I will refer the the book a lot using use 
words such as First, Next, Then, Last. I will 
ask questions about what was said in the 
book, compare the picture, and use contact 
clues in order to sequence the event.  

List each of the language/literacy skills you 
circled on the first page. For each one 
answer: How will this ac=vity support 
development of each skill? 

1. Students will use storytelling by being 
able to construct a factual and easy to 
understand story by using using the 
sequencing methods. 

2.Students will learn to construct a story 
and it’s components for sequencing. This 
will allow students to gain the concepts of 
great storytelling.  

3. Through this ac=vity students will 
prac=ce reci=ng a story orally prac=cing 
Oral Storytelling. 



AUTHENTIC ASSESSMENT

How will you determine 
whether the children have 
learned the language/
literacy skills? For each skill 
list what you will do to 
assess it and/or what 
informa5on you will collect 
from the children

1. If a student is able to explain the storyboard and it’s events with minimal help.  

2. Student is able to understand and comprehend the main idea of the story.  

3. Students are able to use context clues to help determine a narra=ve through pictures.  



Pre-Planning: Setting a Learning Goal & Anticipating Multiple Paths to that Goal 

 Learning Objective(s) 
  What do you want students to 
know,    understand, or be able to 
do as a result of this lesson?  

● Which specific grade level 
science or social studies 
standards does this relate 
to?

This Science topic “Butterfly Life Cycle” relates to pre-k 
students and how they view the world. This activity will 
allow students to have an understanding of the sequence 
of stages a butterfly passes. The objective introduced to 
the student will be able to understand how things change 
over time. Students will understand the world around 
them and that everything changes over time.  

Rationale 
Why are you teaching this lesson? 

Questions to consider:  
Which language and literacy skills 
does it build on? How does it 
extend the skills learned in your 
previous lesson? How does it fit 
within the curriculum?  In what 
ways does this lesson represent 
your commitment to social justice? 

Students will be able to identify the appropriate order of 
the life of a butterfly. Students will learn how to identify 
changes and cause and effect through the life cycle of a 
butterfly. In my previous lesson we learned about 
sequencing and the components of constructing a good 
story. In this lesson the students will follow the same 
concepts with the difference being the sequencing is 
actual facts. 

Prerequisite Knowledge 
What prior knowledge are you 
counting on?   

Questions to consider:  
What will you do if students 
demonstrate that they do NOT have 
such knowledge?  What will you do 
if it becomes clear that students 
have already mastered your 
objective? 

I will expect the students to have basic knowledge of 
what is a butterfly. Students will likely come in to the 
lesson having an experience with a butterfly whether 
seeing a butterfly in their community or reading a book 
about butterflies.  



Anticipate Evidence of Learning 

How will you know if students 
have achieved the learning 
objective(s)? Consider listing 
multiple ways that students might 
demonstrate understanding by the 
end of the lesson.  Include ways 
they will use language and literacy 
skills to demonstrate learning 

1. Students are able to define the terms used within this 
lesson in their own words.  
2. Students are able to explain in detail the life cycle of a 
butterfly using vocabulary learned in the lesson.  
3. Students are interested in leaning more after the lesson 
has concluded.  
4. Student remain interested throughout the duration of 
the lesson.  

Teaching for Diversity 

Think of 3 different ways that you 
can present and engage the topic/ 
lesson as well as 3 different ways 
children can express their learning. 
Consider language/literacy 
diversity in your ideas 

Multiple Means of Representation 
What are some different ways that content could be 
presented to learners throughout the lesson? Different 
ways that content can be presented to learners are 
through real experiences and activity. 

Multiple Means of Expression 
What are some different ways that students could “show 
what they know” throughout the lesson? Students can 
show what they know through storytelling through past 
experiences. Students can also show what they know by 
the vocabulary they use and prior understand of the 
topic. 

Multiple Means of Engagement 
What are some different ways that you can help students 
get “fired up” about their learning during this lesson? 
To obtain the students interest in the topic I will start 
with a read aloud and also using real pictures of the 
different stages of the lifecycle of a butterfly.  



Planning: Step-by-Step List of Instructional Moves 
In each section below, specify the sequence of instructional activities. Bullet points are fine.  
Providing a “script” for what you plan to say is also fine. Consider how you will coordinate 
materials, bodies, and time. Use small boxes to indicate time. 

Materials List: Construction paper, paper plates, crayons, markers, Sensory objects (dry pasta, 
cotton swabs, seeds) glue, scissors.  

Introduction 
How will you invite students 
into the learning experience?  

Consider:  
A hook, an immersive 
experience, a connection to 
yesterday’s lesson, modeling... 

Minutes
8:00

Students will discuss what is a Life Cycle. As an 
example I will use the students life cycle. What 
happens first, next, then, last. Children will identify 
that first they are a baby, then a child, then an adult. 
We will then discuss butterflies and the stages they 
go through and how they are similar and different to 
our life cycle. We will then go into the read aloud 
“The Amazing Life Cycles of Butterflies” By Kay 
Barnham 

Exploration/Concept 
Development 

Consider: 
Guided practice, independent 
practice, a group or partner 
exploration...

Minutes
15:00

The read allow shows a collection of drawing so I 
will show actual pictures/video of the butterflies life 
cycle. Students will then work on constructing a 
diagram showing the life cycle of a butterfly. Paper 
plate will be broken into four parts. Each part will 
show the life cycle of a butterfly using the materials 
provided. 

Closure 
How will you bring students 
to closure with this learning 
experience and connect it to 
future learning? 

Consider: 
A share, a closing challenge, 
a sneak peek at tomorrow’s 
goal….

Minutes
5:00

Student will reconvene after constructing their life 
cycles. Students will then explain their life cycles to 
myself and their peers. I will ask open ended 
questions to ensure their understanding of their 
diagrams. 



Assessment Plans 
What understandings will you look for/ listen for, throughout the lesson? In other words, how 
will you continuously check in to see that students are moving toward the objectives you 
named above?  At the end of the lesson, what data will you analyze/reflect on in order to 
determine whether or not all children met your objective(s)? I will know that students have an 
understand of the terms used in the lesson and begin to incorporate these terms in their 
explanations of the diagrams. I will look for the students being able to I denitrify the changes 
of a butterfly in each stage through their diagrams.  

Differentiation/Individualization Plans 
How will you differentiate your instruction based on students’ readiness levels?  Learning 
styles? Culture? Interests? Will you incorporate any environmental support, materials 
adaptation, activity simplification, children preference, special equipment, adult support, peer 
support, invisible support? With an understand that students might have different learning 
methods I intend to engage the students in conversation about the topic before the activity. I 
would try to incorporate the learning styles of the students throughout the lesson through read 
aloud, visual representations, and hands on on activity.  
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● When and how did you challenge the children to engage in learning? What New learning
did you hope the children would acquire from this? Was it effective or what could you
have done differently?

Throughout my lesson I challenged the students by being able to recall the information
they read in the book “ How does the Caterpillar Change”. This book was the perfect book to
orchestrate my lesson. For one, the students were very familiar with the book ``The Very Hungry
Caterpillar”. They all have read it several times. When I introduced the book “How does a
Caterpillar Change” Also by Eric Carle students were able to notice some similarities such as
similar illustrations and style of writing. I believe this played a role in the active listening and
engagement of the students. I ultimate goal of this lesson was able to acquire learning sequence
by being able to

● How did you address the strengths and needs of your group during the activity? Give
examples.

While asking questions I chose to allow and encourage all students to answer questions.
Sometimes, one student can overshadow another, making it hard to be sure of a specific’s
student’s understanding. In my video, At times I directed my questions to specific students. I
provide individualized attention to students who had difficulties following the questions asked.
Together we would refer to the book for the answer. The process was helpful for identifying and
addressing the strengths and needs of my group during the duration of my activity.

● What kinds of questions did you ask children? Were they open or closed questions?

I challenged students through questions relating to the sequencing of the steps it
takes for a caterpillar to become a Butterfly. My questions were open ended because they
led to other questions that overall betted the understanding of the topic. The students
were able to reflect and understand the steps for a caterpillar to become a butterfly.



● Did your questions and responses make children think more deeply? When and how?

I asked a lot of questions about the process it takes for a butterfly to become a caterpillar.   I
believe my questions made the students look toward the book for answers. I wanted students to
be able to explain the process with little to no assistance. However, I wish I was able to challenge
students by having them think about any prior knowledge facts that they previously knew about a
butterfly.

● When and how did the activity engage children in language and literacy development?

In the book read to the children they used the word Chrysalis. Many of the
students already knew of the word but as the word “Cocoon”. Both words have the same
meaning. I taught the children an alternate word for a Cocoon. As I questioned the
students I wanted them to understand that the answers to my questions could be found in
the text. I would often go back to the book to have the students find the answer they were
looking for.

● What changes would you make to your guidance to better support the language and
literacy development of the children? While watching the video and reflecting I believe I
read the book too fast. Changes I would have made are asking more open-ended
questions through the read aloud to allow students to begin to think deeply about the text
and its meaning.

● What changes would you make to the activity (materials/set up, the launch, the
procedure, etc.) based on what happened? Why do you think these changes would
improve the learning?

In this activity I would change creating a sequence wheel using a paper plate and have the
students create their sequence horizontally. I noticed when the students began explaining their
Butterfly Life Cycle Wheels, some wheels were out of order in sequencing making it hard for the
children to explain to others. Although they understood the sequencing of a butterfly creating the
wheel made it difficult for them, Creating the sequencing horizontally would make it more clear
for the students.
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Teaching Philosophy Statement

Marian Wright Edelman, founder and president of the Children's Defense Fund (CDF)

once stated “Education is for improving the lives of others and for leaving your community and

world better than you found it.” I believe that education is the prime component of your

community. I grew up in a predominantly African-American neighborhood in Brooklyn.

However, growing up, I never attended school in my neighborhood. In fact, until I attended

college I never had an African American teacher. I remember how intrigued the other children

who attended school in my neighborhood were about my school. For one, my school

neighborhood was located in Bay Ridge, an upper class neighborhood in Brooklyn. My school

had two swimming pools, a huge football field, a full track and endless sports teams to join.

Throughout history many are familiar with movements such as  Brown v. Board of Education

and Ruby Bridges. In the early 1950 parents were willing to go against laws and government in

order to attempt to provide their children with the best education they were able to get at that

time. Yet in this day in age, parents are still making the same sacrifices. Why should a parent still

feel that a child should go to school outside their school district in order to get better education? I

believe as a teacher each child should have access to equal and adequate education regardless of

social status, environment, race or circumstances. Each teacher is responsible for providing and

advocating for that. An equitable education system helps all students develop the knowledge and

skills they need to be engaged and become productive members of society. Just as Marian

Wright-Edelman believes, education shapes the community in which the child is from.



Throughout my ECE course work I have taken a huge interest in the Montessori method

of teaching. The Montessori Method uses a hands on approach and collaborative play. In

Montessori classrooms children make creative choices in their learning. As a child I felt I could

have benefited from this teaching style which is why I plan to incorporate this method in my

classroom. I can relate to being easily distracted and unengaged in standard methods of teaching.

However, I later came to an understanding standard and traditional methods should also be used

when teaching. Although I despise being confined to traditional methods. As I got older, I

appreciated the self discipline it taught and the exceptional classroom management skills those

teachers had. I am also a strong believer that repetition and recitation are the main components of

memorization and information processing.

I plan to introduce my students to the importance of mental health. I believe the

importance of being able to articulate and express their feelings is a crucial part of early

development. By having a child learning the fundamentals of mental health you will be and to

build a trust and bond with your students. As a teacher, that will help you to better understand

your students which will lead to better observations. One of the most common characteristics

teachers share is their love for children. It was that which drew me into the field. As a teacher

each child should feel supported and cared for. An educator is one of the few jobs where you are

expected to go above and beyond. A student should be able to sense that your career is more than

a job to you. By leaving an imprint in their lives you will give them courage and support to

figure out themselves and set them towards what they are destined in life. I believe the

importance of mental health and how it should play an important part in the classroom.

Many educators can agree, the professor is unpaid, overworked and lacks appreciation.

Some many who does not share the same calling might one what brings one to this profession



As my time at BMCC comes to an end and I prepare to close a chapter with one step closer to

achieving my dreams of being a teacher. During this time of self reflection, I overlooked my

philosophy and what it means to me to become an educator. Though it is not expected everyday

to be perfect. I do foresee challenges. However, through the chaos It’s important to take time to

reflect on your philosophy and your life and what leads to your perspective.




