
Tacianna Daley

ECE 410-Professor Silva

May 16th, 2022

Final Paper

Children with learning disabilities

According to the National Center for learning disabilities 1 out of 5 children in the U.S.

have learning and attention issues such as dyslexia and ADHD. Being able to understand,

diagnose, and effectively teach students with disabilities has been a challenge throughout society

with common misconceptions that the child is “lazy” “unmotivated” or “unintelligent”. The

reality is that almost half of school-aged students are experiencing learning disorders however

very few will receive the necessary diagnosis and treatment to combat their disorders. The term

“Learning Disabilities” is a vague term used to outline the wide variety of different learning.

Some of the most common learning disorders are Dyslexia and ADHD. Other less commonly

known disabilities are Dyscalulia, which affects a person’s ability to understand numbers and

learn math facts, Non Verbal learning disability, Having interpreting nonverbal cues like facial

expressions or body language and may have poor coordination and Dysgraphia, affects a

person’s handwriting ability and fine motor skills. There is no known reason that these learning

defects exist. However, there are several scientific theories and environmental and genetic factors

that can contribute to one having a learning defect. Studies showed that children who have a

parent with a learning disability are more likely to develop a learning disability themselves. Also

there have been successful studies that link smoking, alcohol, and drug use during pregnancy  or

expecting mothers over the age of 35 can put a child at higher risk for a learning problem or



disability. However, the theory has no exact meaning if you are older than 35 or drink alcohol

and use drugs  throughout pregnancy does not mean that your child will or will not be born with

learning disabilities. Any child can be born with disabilities with no known causes or factors.

Diagnosing a child with a learning disorder can be challenging. Many of the symptoms

associated with learning disabilities can be mistaken for other acts. That can be the most

common reason a child can go undiagnosed. It can take lots of observations and evaluation to

come to the conclusion that this child has a learning disability.Many children have trouble

reading, writing, or performing other learning-related tasks at some point. This does not mean

they have learning disabilities. There are several characteristics associated with children who do

have a learning disorder. Some of those being Problems reading and/or writing, Problems with

math, Problems dealing with changes in schedule or situations, difficulty staying focused and

being easily distracted. When educators or families suspect a child to have a learning disorder

there are several actions that can be taken. To start it’s important to understand and observe the

warning signs that the child shows. Being able to differentiate the warning signs from the child’s

own personality can be crucial when diagnosing a child. Diagnosing a child with a learning

disability is a team effort, including a team of educators, medical experts, specialists and the

family of the child. All work together outlining a plan to help this child navigate their disability

to be able to function and effectively learn.

In recent years there have been countless acts from legislators  to help the needs of

students with learning disorders in schools around the country. In 2004 the IDEA 2004 came into

play. Formally known as IDEA, proves states with federal funds to be able to widley provide

special education services available for students that have learning disorders. The act greatly

influenced special education in our country and changed the lives of the students facing these



learning challenges. IDEA recognizes the importance and need of recognizing for students as

young as age 2. Families are entitled to services to an evaluation in all areas related to the

suspected disability as well as many other supportive resources to be of service to the child’s

disability. What makes the IDEA act so phenomenal is the inclusion of the youngest learners.

Many before the IDEA acts did not consider Birth to age 2 a beneficial time to acknowledge a

child’s learning. However with the IDEA act it is realized how important early detection is of

learning disorders. According to the American Psychological Association, the positive long-term

effect of the IDEA act in early detection of learning disorders are an increase of college

enrollment and the decrease of high school drop-outs.

The IDEA act changed the quality of special education as we know it today. However,

there are simply acts, accommodations and strategies that teachers are able to use within their

classroom to make an impact. Simply modifications to instruction such as making clear key

points during the duration of an activity might help a child with disabilities focus better. By

setting routine within your classroom can provide a sense of security for a child that struggles

with changes. You can do this by letting you  students know when an activity is about to

end prior, preferably 5 or 10 minutes before. It can also be helpful to consider

alternate methods, resources and materials to use to orchestrate your lesson to help

better accommodate the student with special needs. The most crucial action is

understanding the warning signs of a child with special needs and being proactive in

taking the appropriate measures to assist them.
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