
Race & Ethnicity  

The U.S. Census Bureau considers race 
and ethnicity to be two separate and  
distinct concepts.   
What is race?
The Census Bureau defines race as a person’s  

self-identification with one or more social groups. 
An individual can report as White, Black or African  
American, Asian, American Indian and Alaska Native, 
Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander, or some 

 other race. Survey respondents may report 
multiple races. 

  

What is ethnicity? 
 

Ethnicity determines whe ther a person is of Hispanic 
origin or not. For this reason, ethnicity is broken out  
in two categories, Hispanic or Latino and Not  
Hispanic or Latino. Hispanics may report as any race. 

Can the information be used to enforce immigration laws on me or my family?
  

No. The Census Bureau adheres to strict confidentiality laws that prohibit sharing of respondent 
information. We do not share respondent answers with immigration, law enforcement, tax collection  
agencies or any other organization. 
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About the Data

How are race and ethnicity data 
collected?
We collect these data through survey 
respondents’ answers from the completed 
Decennial Census and the American 
Community Survey. 

Why do we collect this data?
Race and ethnicity data are critical to policy 
makers who use the information to make 
funding decisions that affect educational 
opportunities, assess equal employment 
practices, and ensure equal access to health 
care for everyone.

How can I use this information?
Race and ethnicity data can be used for:

• Developing business plans
• Understanding disparities in housing, 
   employment, income and poverty
• Completing grants

Where can I find race and 
ethnicity data? 
Various data tools are available on census.gov. 
To access the data tools go to: 
www.census.gov/data/data-tools.html

Data on race can also be found through these 
various programs:

• American Community Survey 
• Estimates and Projections
• Decennial Census
• Economic Census 
• Current Population Survey

How does the Census Bureau release 
race and ethnicity data?
These data are available in tables through the 
various tools, publications, working papers, and 
through infographics as well as new releases.
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AIAN=American Indian and Alaska Native; NHPI=Native  Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander 

For more information about education and 
 training go to: 
www.census.gov/mso/www/training/.

www.census.gov/mso/www/training/
www.census.gov/data/data-tools.html



