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The child in the first video is 11 months old. The infant is wearing a purple dress with white polka dots and a pair of white socks. The child has pale white skin and very short, light brown hair. She has round cheeks. The observation seems to take place in the living room of a house. The infant is sitting on top of a multicolored carpet. A wooden floor underneath the carpet and brick walls surrounds what appears to be a step or a fireplace. There are many toys surrounding the child. In Front of the child is a play teacup, teapot, and plate with plastic food on it. Behind the child, many toys can be seen, as well as a guitar and a TV set. There are multiple stuffed animals and a plastic car set, too. The toys behind the infant are neatly stacked on the brick step. All the toys are positioned to face the child if she turns around. A woman is present in the video” Mama”. And the person recording is not visible to us, but is present. The infant is beginning to display various cognitive skills, one being imitation. As the infant's mother picks up the plastic teapot and tilts it, which causes the toy to make a sound, the infant watches and then copies the action. This also shows cause and effect; the infant realized that tilting the teapot results in a sound, so she repeats it. The infant shows symbolic play skills, too, as she picks up a plastic brownie and pretends that it is real by raising it to her mouth and imitating eating. Based on the NY Early Learning Guidelines milestones, the infant has mastered understanding cause and effect. The infant watches for her mother's reaction when she drops the teapot and when the plastic pig toy starts playing “Old Macdonald”. She repeats actions many times, when she repeatedly opens the top of the teapot to make the sound that plays when it opens. She smiles as she looks to her mother and father. Investigating and exploring is a milestone the child has mastered. The infant brings forward a plastic toy that she is curious about to her mother( the trusted adult), as well as laughs at unexpected events, when she accidentally drops the teapot and it makes a noise, and she laughs.
In the second video of the preschool-age children, there are two children in this video. In the video, we have Joy and Johna working on a puzzle. This paragraph will focus on one child, Johna. Johna is on the left and is a young boy with short, neatly groomed hair and medium to dark skin tone. He is wearing a short-sleeved blue T-shirt with a graphic design featuring yellow elements on the front and a pair of jeans. He is sitting on a small blue plastic chair, leaning slightly forward, and working on a puzzle. Johna is presumably 3-5 years old. Johna is in a classroom, which is where the observation takes place. He is working on a school bus puzzle on top of a blue table. Behind him is a children’s carpet with streets and buildings on it for playing. Johna and another child, Joy, as present in this video. It can be assumed that a teacher is taking the video.  Johna displays problem-solving skills, as he works with another child to figure out how to fit the puzzle back into the board after removing it. Johna also shows spatial relationship skills when he shows awareness of how the puzzle pieces fit into the board, understanding shape, space, and orientation. Even if he had a bit of difficulty at first, he tried until he achieved his goal of completing the puzzle. Based on the NY Early Learning Guidelines, Johna has mastered understanding cause and effect when he tells the other child to close her eyes, hides the puzzle with the board, and then reveals it. This shows he can anticipate how his actions will impact someone else's experience. He understands that covering and uncovering the puzzle will create a surprise. Johna has also mastered investigating and exploring. As Johna is engaged in building the puzzle, he is trying the puzzle pieces in different spots and exploring the pieces. Johna repeats experiences by doing the puzzle multiple times.  
The child I observed is a 5-year-old girl with medium-long dark brown hair, medium skin, and a slim build. She was wearing a red sweatshirt with a yellow Pikachu cartoon on it, light pink pants, and red shoes. The observation took place at Cuesta Park in Mountain View, California, on a playground filled with equipment like monkey bars, climbing structures, slides, and stairs. The space had wood chips on the ground and was set up for kids to run and climb freely. Her twin and a man—likely her dad—were present, along with other families. The child shows an understanding of cause and effect when she leans her body to one side while standing on the spinning play structure. She realizes that leaning causes the pole to spin; her action (leaning) creates a result (movement). She adjusts how she leans to make it spin faster or slower.  The second cognitive skill she displays is the use of tools, she shows this by interacting purposefully with various playground structures throughout the observation. She uses monkey bars to swing across, climbs equipment to move from one level to another, and balances carefully as she walks across a narrow part of the structure. Each of these actions show that she understands how to use the playground equipment (tools) to achieve a goal. Based on the NY Early Learning Guidelines, the young child displays the skill of memory and history. The young girl shows this skill when she confidently approaches and uses different pieces of playground equipment. She remembers how each one works- how to climb the ladder, swing across the monkey bars, balance along narrow walks ways etc., and she does not hesitate or need direction in exploring. The second NY ELG skill I observed was investigating and exploring. The child demonstrates this skill when she plays in the sand with her twin sister, collecting sticks and placing them in a sand pile. She is exploring natural materials and experimenting with them while getting creative. 
Observing these three children gave me new insight into how young minds grow through everyday actions like playing, exploring, and solving problems. I realized how much learning happens naturally when children are supported and engaged. What stood out and interested me the most was how capable and curious children are from a very young age, it was fascinating to see how much they can use memory as a tool and how their cognitive abilities continues to grow overtime. 
