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Introduction 

Creativity and expression can take almost any form, and as humanity advances, so do 
our methods for innovation. However, humans have also come to the conclusion that 
we need to work smarter, not harder, in an effort to eliminate labor-based systems. I 
believe that as a result, we are now beginning to struggle to find the joy in creating and 
devaluing our minds, coupled with the concern that most creations made with AI are 
unethically sourced by harmful tech companies trying to monopolize AI. In this essay, I 
will be exploring the connection and differences between human expression, machine 
learning and databases, questioning our gradual detachment from reality, and the 
goals and values of the companies who claim that AI is now the future.



What is Generative AI?

Generative AI is a type of artificial intelligence 
technology that can produce various types of content 
including text, imagery, audio, and synthetic data. 
Companies like Google, Meta, ChatGPT, Microsoft, 
and others advertise their intelligences as a 
technology that bridges the gap between creativity 
and innovation, being able to solve any problem that 
a human cannot.



Copyrights

As AI began to take the world by storm, the hardest hit industries 
are currently the media and entertainment industries–career 
paths one would expect to require a significant amount of 
creativity for writing, drawing, filmmaking, and more. GenAI 
learns by recognizing patterns in the data it is being fed, and the 
open-source material all over the internet gives it unlimited 
access. Jordan Lloyd, British historian and author, describes the 
disconnect as such in Shumakova, N. I., et al. “Towards Legal 
Regulations of Generative AI in the Creative Industry: 
Shumakova.” Journal of Digital Technologies and Law, 23 Dec. 
2023



AI in Academia

While AI adds a new level of accessibility to endless creation and cognitive 
exploration, the sometimes-allowed use in schools and universities are 
“eliminating” the need for complex thinking and problem-solving. However, if an 
ethical approach were to be made to assist teachers and students, it might allow 
for an easier workflow and steady amounts of productivity. On the flip side, high 
school and college students who often struggle with procrastination and 
deadlines are more likely to use ChatGPT. Siva Vaidhyanathan, professor of 
Media Studies at the University of Virginia, found this to be true in the case of 
her class of 120 students. 

Guardian News and Media. (2023, May 19). My students are using AI to cheat. here’s why it’s a teachable moment. The 
Guardian. 
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2023/may/18/ai-cheating-teaching-chatgpt-students-college-university 



Is Overconsumption Inhibiting Us?

In 2008, Nicholas  Carr, a writer and journalist from Harvard University 
and Dartmouth college, describes the way he feels his own habits 
change with the growth of the internet in an excerpt from The Atlantic 
magazine. He mentions having to quickly skim words instead of fully 
absorbing what he’s reading, because the internet is an endless stream 
of information. This can be parallel in today’s world, where art, text, and 
media is practically infinite and immediate.

“My mind now expects to take in information the way the Net 
distributes it: in a swiftly moving stream of particles. Once I was a scuba 
diver in the sea of words. Now I zip along the surface like a guy on a Jet 
Ski.”



Creativity beyond the arts being affected

The increased use of AI has led to the steady decline of 
labor jobs, although some would argue that the rise of 
tech jobs will increase productivity, create more jobs, 
which will in turn boost the economy of the United 
States. According to Indeed, one of the leading job 
search companies in the United States, claims that 
generative AI will impact almost every job in America 
in some way, especially as remote work becomes more 
available. 



Artists and Writers Combatting AI

Sarah Andersen, Kelly McKernan, Karla Ortiz, and several 

other artists are plaintiffs who teamed up to sue several 

generative AI and art-sharing websites for the allowed 

copyright infringement to take place and be displayed on 

their platforms. To combat further scraping, computer 

scientists from the University of Chicago created Glaze, “a 

tool designed to alter how AI training algorithms perceive 

the style of digital artwork to confuse the models.” Artists 

apply this “glaze” over their finalized images to prevent 

recognizable patterns to be detected by generative AI.



Artists and Writers Combatting AI (cont).

The Writers Guild of America strike that occurred in 
2023 wasn’t the first to happen, but it was the latest 
since 1988 to disrupt Hollywood to the capacity it has. 
Writers demanded fair compensation, health benefits, 
pensions, writing credits and residuals, and the explicit 
disclosure if writers are being handed material made 
by AI to “tweak” whatever scripts they’re working on. 
After 148 days and many empty negotiations, 
Hollywood agreed to a tentative deal with WGA–  
which shows that Hollywood still has a long way to go 
when it comes to ethics.



“Us” vs “Them”

It is not generative AI merely existing that is harmful, but the 
notion that humans no longer have a need to use more brain 
power than necessary. “Work smarter, not harder”, but the work 
was really done by someone else, then the program puts 
whatever spin you asked for in the prompts. This may seem 
harmless, but in a post-pandemic, internet-rich, and maybe even 
lazy society, creativity no longer represents hard work, nor the 
satisfaction of making something all on your own. Maybe some 
people prefer not to be so hands-on, but as it stands, AI is 
currently doing the thinking for us–and it’s not doing a good job, 
because the programs cannot understand consciousness, but it 
only attempts to copy someone else’s. The human touch is 
becoming a thing of the past. 
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