Caridad Rodriguez 
May 6th, 2025 
Module 14.1 Response Paper 



 Collective action problems happen when people in a group don't want to contribute because they can still benefit without doing any work. This usually occurs when everyone shares the benefits, but only a few people bear the costs. Since one person’s effort seems unlikely to change the outcome, they may not feel motivated to participate. The most common cause of this is the free rider problem, where people enjoy the benefits without contributing. The free rider problem happens when people enjoy a service or resource without helping pay for or provide it. 
  This usually occurs when everyone shares the benefits, even if some don't participate in making it happen. An example of this would be in the workplace, a company might organize a charity event to raise funds for a good cause. Some employees attend the event and enjoy the activities but don't donate any money, thinking their individual contribution won't make a big difference. They benefit from the event without giving anything, relying on others to cover the costs.  Some ways to overcome collective action problems would be Legal or Professional Requirements: Some organizations may require membership as a condition of engaging in a profession.
   For instance, lawyers are typically required to join their state bar associations, and some unions have mandatory membership for workers in certain industries. Disturbance theory says that major events in politics, the economy, or society can push people to join or create interest groups. These events act as triggers, making people act because they see problems or unfairness that need to be addressed. An example of this would be that the publication of Silent Spring in 1962 raised awareness about the dangers of pesticides, leading to the creation of environmental groups like Greenpeace and boosting the environmental movement. Similarly, the 2014 shooting of Michael Brown in Ferguson sparked protests and civil rights activism, focusing on racial inequality and police practices. Both events motivated people to act and join groups to address the issues they highlighted.

