
Page Layout with a Grid



Grid
• A grid is a tool used by designers to organize and align page elements.
• In Figma and other graphic applications you can use two kinds of grids:

Square grid

Column grid



Square Grid
• A square grid is made of equal size squares.
• You can adjust the size of the squares.
• The square grid is useful for consistent spacing of page elements.



Column Grid
• A column grid is made up of equal-size columns.
• Page elements are made to fit one or more columns.
• The column grid provide flexible formats for pages and interfaces that 

integrate multiple text elements, Imagery, navigation and more.             

An element 
can fit any 
number of 
columns



Column Grid- Example
A column grid is used to organize and align page elements



Anatomy of Column Grid

A column grid is made of (1) Columns, (2) Gutters and (3) Margins.

Column Gutter

Margin



Columns

• Content is placed in the areas of the screen that contain columns.
• Content is resized to fit one or more columns.



Columns
• The more columns, 

the more flexible 
the grid becomes. 

• In the NY Times 
layout on the right 
elements span 2, 4, 
8, or 12 columns.



Column Gutter

Margin

Gutters & Margins

• Gutters are the spaces between columns. They separate content 
with consistent amount of spacing.

• Margins are the spaces between content and the left and right 
edges of the screen.



Visual Hierarchy with a Column Grid
• A column grid can help 

define visual hierarchy
• Important elements made 

to span a higher number 
of columns.

• Side content occupies the 
right or left columns.



Visual Hierarchy with a Column Grid
Similar elements span the same number of columns. 
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