LEADING/LINE SPACING

The distance between two baselines of lines of type. The word ‘leading’ originates from the strips of lead hand-typesetters used to

use to space out lines of text evenly. The word leading has stuck, but essentially it’s a typographer’s term for line spacing.
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The distance from the
baseline of one line of type
to another is called line
spacing. It is also called
leading, in reference to the
strips of lead used to sep-
arate lines of metal type.
The default setting in most
layout and imaging sof{-
ware is 120 percent of the
type size. Thus 10-pt type
is set with 12 pts of line
spacing. Designers play with
line spacing in order to cre-
ate distinctive typographic
arrangewments. Reducing the
standard distance creates
a denser typographic color;
while risking collisions
between ascenders and de-
scenders. Expanding the line
spacing creates a lighter,
wore open text block. As
leading increases, lines of
type become independent
graphic elements rather
than parts of an overall
visval shape and texture.
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Gbe distance from the
baseline of one line of
type to another is called
line spacing. It is also
called leading; in refer-
ence to the strips of lead
used to separate lines of
metal type. Gbe defaulc
setting in most layout
and imaging sofcware
is 120 percent of the
type size. Ghus 10-pt
type is set with 12 pts of
line spacing. Designers
play wich line spac-
ing'in order to create
distinctive typograpbic
arrangements. Reducing
the standard distance
creaces a denser typo-
bic color, while risk-
ing collisions becween
ascenders and descend-
ers. Expanding the line
spacing creaces a lighcer;
more open text block. As
[e?ding El’ncre:as es, lines
0 ¢ become indepen-
dertlzp grapbic elements
ratber than parts of an
overall visual shape and
Texture,
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The distance from the baseline of one
line of type to another is called line spac-
ing. It is also called leading, in reference
to the strips of lead used to separate

lines of metal type. The default setting

in most layout and imaging software is
120 percent of the type size. Thus 10-pt
type is set with 12 pts of line spacing.
Designers play with line spacing in
order to create distinctive typographic
arrangements. Reducing the standard
distance creates a denser typographic
color, while risking collisions between
ascenders and descenders. Expanding the
line spacing creates a lighter, more open
text block. As leading increases, lines

of type become independent graphic
elements rather than parts of an overall

visual shape and texture.
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THPE 10 ANDTHER S CLLED IR SPACN 11
ALS) ALLE ADING, ¥ PERENE 0 R STRS
0F 4D SEDT0 SPARATE LIES0F HETAL 1YL,
THR EFATLDSTTIVG Y MOSTLAYET AND IHAGIG
SOPTHARE 120 PACENT O T TR, 1S
1P TPR 1S SET WITH 10T OF LIVESPALING,
DRSGHERS LAY WITH LINE SPACNG N ORDER 10
CREAT DSTICTIV, TYPOGRAPE ARRANGEMENT.
RRDUENG UR STANARD DSTANCE CRATES A
DRNSERTYPOGRAPE CLAR, WHLE RIKIG
[OLIINS BETWARN ASCNDERSANDDESEENDER,
EXPANDIN R LIV SPAIG CALATES A IGITER,
MORE 0PENTECT BOCK, A8 LEADNG INCREASES
IS O TYPE BECOME INRPENDENYGRAPE
FLENENTSRATHER THAN PART F AN VERAL
VISTALSTAPE AN TEXTERS.



