
LEADING/LINE SPACING

 10 by 12
The distance from the 
baseline of one line of type 
to another is called line 
spacing. It is also called 
leading, in reference to the 
strips of lead used to sep-
arate lines of metal type. 
The default setting in most 
layout and imaging soft-
ware is 120 percent of the 
type size. Thus 10-pt type 
is set with 12 pts of line 
spacing. Designers play with 
line spacing in order to cre-
ate distinctive typographic 
arrangements. Reducing the 
standard distance creates 
a denser typographic color, 
while risking collisions 
between ascenders and de-
scenders. Expanding the line 
spacing creates a lighter, 
more open text block. As 
leading increases, lines of 
type become independent 
graphic elements rather 
than parts of an overall 
visual shape and texture.

The distance from the 
baseline of one line of 
type to another is called 
line spacing. It is also 
called leading, in refer-
ence to the strips of lead 
used to separate lines of 
metal type. The default 
setting in most layout 
and imaging software 
is 120 percent of the 
type size. Thus 10-pt 
type is set with 12 pts of 
line spacing. Designers 
play with line spac-
ing in order to create 
distinctive typographic 
arrangements. Reducing 
the standard distance 
creates a denser typo-
graphic color, while risk-
ing collisions between 
ascenders and descend-
ers. Expanding the line 
spacing creates a lighter, 
more open text block. As 
leading increases, lines 
of type become indepen-
dent graphic elements 
rather than parts of an 
overall visual shape and 
texture.

10 by 10 10 by 14
The distance from the baseline of one 

line of type to another is called line spac-

ing. It is also called leading, in reference 

to the strips of lead used to separate 

lines of metal type. The default setting 

in most layout and imaging software is 

120 percent of the type size. Thus 10-pt 

type is set with 12 pts of line spacing. 

Designers play with line spacing in 

order to create distinctive typographic 

arrangements. Reducing the standard 

distance creates a denser typographic 

color, while risking collisions between 

ascenders and descenders. Expanding the 

line spacing creates a lighter, more open 

text block. As leading increases, lines 

of type become independent graphic 

elements rather than parts of an overall 

visual shape and texture.

10 by 18
The distance from the baseline of one line of 

type to another is called line spacing. It is 

also called leading, in reference to the strips 

of lead used to separate lines of metal type. 

The default setting in most layout and imaging 

software is 120 percent of the type size. Thus 

10-pt type is set with 12 pts of line spacing. 

Designers play with line spacing in order to 

create distinctive typographic arrangements. 

Reducing the standard distance creates a 

denser typographic color, while risking 

collisions between ascenders and descenders. 

Expanding the line spacing creates a lighter, 

more open text block. As leading increases, 

lines of type become independent graphic 

elements rather than parts of an overall 

visual shape and texture.

The distance between two baselines of lines of type. The word ‘leading’ originates from the strips of lead hand-typesetters used to 

use to space out lines of text evenly. The word leading has stuck, but essentially it’s a typographer’s term for line spacing.


