
KERNING
    The spacing between letters or characters in a piece of text to be printed.
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TRACKING
refers to an optically consistent degree of increase (or sometimes decrease) of space between letters to 
affect visual density in a line or block of text.

Another adjustment to 
type that hasn’t been 
mentioned is Tracking.  
Tracking is very similar 
to kerning in that it is 
the spacing between in-
dividual characters, but 
tracking is the space be-
tween groups of letters 
rather than individual 
letters.  Tracking affects 
the overall character 
density of the copy. 
Other than the actual 
effect that it could have 
on readability of type, 
tracking would be used 
to make lines of type 
even.  Tracking will help 
to eliminate widows and 
orphans in paragraphs.  
Widows are when the 
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ALLINEMENT
 The type alignment setting is sometimes referred to as text alignment, text justification, or type 
justification.
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