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Mini Ecological Study Part I: Neighborhood Walk 

 
Neighborhood: Great Kills, Staten Island NY. Date: 2/22/2022, 11:30am. 

 
On a cloudy day of February 2022 at around 11:30 am, I set out for a walk around my 

neighborhood of Great Kills in Staten Island, NY, located in the metropolitan area of the great 

New York City. As I left my house and began my walk, the first thing I notice is stepping off my 

walkway and on to the public sidewalk which is maintained by the city. Throughout most of my 

walk I can utilize these pedestrian sidewalks, which keep me safely off the government-maintained 

streets meant for vehicle traffic. As I walk from the intersection of my block and the main road I 

come to a crosswalk. This crosswalk as well as the pedestrian crossing signal and the vehicle traffic 

signal are all maintained by the Department of Transportation. Crosswalks, traffic signs and traffic 

signals are provided to help control traffic and make travel safer for both pedestrian and vehicular 

traffic. Without the traffic signal stopping traffic and the crosswalk giving me a place to cross, I 

would not be able to cross the busy street safely. Another service I observed, which is also provided 

by my local government to help keep me safe, is streetlights. The streetlights lining the sidewalks 

help to keep the roads and sidewalks visible in the nighttime hours which protects motorists and 

pedestrians alike. In addition, there are several fire hydrants along the way which are essential for 

the Fire Department to respond to emergencies. 

Figure 1 SIDEWALK CONDITIONS 



 For the first 5 minutes of my walk, the main road is composed mainly of a residential area, 

scenario that little by little gives place to businesses and restaurants. Walking down the road, I see 

the “Richmond County Savings Bank” which offers a drive thru service for its customers. 

Although banks are privately owned institutions, all of them are regulated by Federal Laws which 

help to protect investments and rights of citizens. During the pandemic, many bank branches 

remained open, even though with reduced hours and/or restrictions.  

After this point, the road becomes mainly commercial. I can observe 2 mini shopping 

centers, occupied by businesses ranging from hair and nail salons to a laundromat, a deli, and 

several restaurants. On the opposite side of the road, there is a municipal metered “park & ride” 

parking lot, which offers short-term and long- term parking options. This parking lot is 

strategically placed near the train station one block ahead, allowing commuters and other citizens 

to park their vehicles safely and for a reasonable price.  

 

Figure 2 MUNICIPAL PARKING 

 Following straight ahead, there is a traffic light and crosswalks at a busy intersection, 

followed by more businesses, such as a hair salon, a lawyer’s office, and a store that sells medical 

products. At the next intersection right across the traffic light, there is a towering and wide 2-story 

brick wall building. This location holds an early intervention center named “Los Niños”, which 

offers service for children ages birth - 3 years old. I am aware of this information because I had a 

job interview at this place, right before the pandemic started. There is no sign indicating the name 

of the office nor indication of what services are offered here. During the pandemic, this center 

closed for several months, resuming its services gradually after a while. 



 

 

Figure 3 EARLY INTERVENTION CENTER 

Moving forward there is a grocery store, another bank, and a dentist office. Across the 

street, there is a tall gray building which holds the services for the Coptic Orthodox Church of 

Archangel Michael & St. Mina. Next to the church, there is a CVS location which currently offers 

free COVID 19 vaccines and booster shots. During the lockdown of 2020, most churches closed 

its doors for in-person services, rather offering online services. Many temples attempted to reach 

out to the community by providing donations of food, clothes, and other items to families in need. 

Grocery stores and pharmacies were considered an essential business during the pandemic, 

remaining open under strict government guidelines (mask mandate, maximum number of 

shoppers, reduced hours). Worth mentioning CVS offers the MinuteClinic, that serves as a walk-

in clinic at a lesser cost than a regular urgent care. Dentist offices were open during the pandemic 

for patients under emergency situations. 



            

Figure 4 COPTIC CHURCH                                                                      Figure 5 CVS SIGN FOR COVID VACCINE 

 

 

Along the way there are several bus stops for local traffic as well as express buses that lead 

to Manhattan. Near the CVS mentioned earlier, there is a train station named “Great Kills Station”. 

This station counts with stairs and a ramp, which offers access to disabled individuals. Train ride 

is free for the entire way up until the ferry that goes to and fro Manhattan, when a small fee for 

boarding is charged. Local bus rides were free throughout the first five months of the pandemic, 

in order to keep the safety of bus drivers and riders.  



 

Figure 6 GREAT KILLS TRAIN STATION 

 

The Great Kills neighborhood also counts with a post office and a library, walking distance 

from the train station. The library is a beacon for knowledge and peaceful space for the community, 

offering classes and entertainment for adults and children alike. Most libraries across Staten Island 

shut down during the pandemic, gradually reopening and resuming services after a long waiting 

period. 



 

Figure 7 GREAT KILLS LIBRARY 

 

2 blocks away from the Great Kills town center, I come across the Public School 8 which 

serves students from grades PK-5. All public schools in the area were closed during the lockdown 

of 2020 and remained closed for an extended period. Schools were required to offer online classes, 

and after a while started offering blended classes, meaning groups of students would attend classes 

on alternate days. During the summer of 2020, schools in the NYC area offered Grab-and-go meals 

to all New Yorkers; service that remains available in selected locations.  

 

 

 



 

Figure 8 P.S. 8 SCHOOL IN STATEN ISLAND 

 


