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Mini Ecological Study Part III: Advocacy Plan for your Neighborhood 

 

 

As mentioned previously in part 2 of the mini ecological study, the conditions are not 

optimal for the community of Great Kills in Staten Island. In part three of this project, I would like 

to address the two main issues that I believe are affecting the community the most at the moment: 

the closing of the early intervention center post-COVID pandemic as well as the drug activity that 

is happening throughout the Staten Island Railway, but most intensely at Great Kills station and 

its surroundings. In addition, I will outline the advocacy plans I am confident can help to solve the 

issues stated above.   

The first issue I wish to discuss is the closing of the early intervention center located in the 

heart of the community of Great Kills. The center which had been serving hundreds of children 

with exceptionalities and their families was no longer able to maintain its services operating after 

the coronavirus pandemic. While there are still many early intervention centers in different 

locations in Staten Island, I believe the families in the community of Great Kills suffered a huge 

loss of a needed service, which was conveniently located near to them. Moreover, the shutting 

down of this center augments the waiting time for available spots at other centers, since more 

families will be needing them.  

My small advocacy action would start by getting in contact with the schools in the area, 

trusting they could aid to put me in contact with and get support from the neighborhood families 



in order to start a petition directed to elected officials. For posting and distribution on school 

buildings, I would provide school personnel with flyers containing the information of the cause 

we are advocating for, which is a request for more funds from the state in order to open a new free 

high-quality early intervention center in the vicinity. In addition, I would distribute flyers at the 

library, where several families can often be found. Hopefully, with the support of many families, 

more signatures could be gathered in order to intensify the impact of the petition.   

As my large advocacy action towards this issue, I would gather some supporters and head 

towards the Town Hall Center to deliver our petition. Beforehand, I would contact journalists in 

Staten Island and ask if they might be interested in covering the delivery of the petition, which 

could help to bring more attention to the issue as well as increase the impact and effectiveness of 

our request. 

The second issue I would like to cover in this project is the one concerning drug activity 

that is happening throughout the Staten Island Railway, but most intensely at Great Kills station 

and its surroundings. Commuters and families in the area face the feeling of insecurity, surrounded 

by drug addicts and drug dealers’ constant activity. Individuals are being assaulted, robbed, and 

attacked by strung-out drug users capable of anything in order to get money to buy more drugs. 

Moreover, children and teenagers who are being exposed to the dangers of substance abuse become 

easy targets because of their vulnerability and lack of maturity. 

The first part of my plan and small advocacy action would be to schedule a community 

meeting. My goal would be to gather businesses owners in the area, residents, as well as activists, 

and prominent members of the community, in order to discuss the issues at hand. As a group, we 

can gather feedback from each other’s experiences and come up with suggestions for the next 

steps. Some of my suggestions towards handling the problem of safety in the area would be to 



create a neighborhood watch composed of volunteers, that would patrol the train station during 

critical hours, helping to give commuters peace of mind and protection. 

As a large advocacy action, I would suggest to my fellow neighbors that we organize a 

protest in front of the 122nd precinct which serves the Great Kills neighborhood, requesting more 

police presence in the area. Considering the role of government in our society as well as the use of 

precious tax dollars, as citizens, we have the right to safety and protection. My goal is to organize 

a peaceful but strong protest, ensuring our community can be heard and understood.  

Having given some steps towards handling the concerning issue of safety in the Great Kills 

neighborhood, I would like to address the second part of my plan: to raise awareness of the 

consequences of substance abuse. My advocacy action would be to create a social media campaign 

to publicize the issue, by creating and disseminating videos, informative posts, and hashtags. I 

believe this action can be quite successful among teenagers and adults alike, due to social media 

popularity in our current society. I would count on supporters from the community meeting in 

order to help me ‘spread the word’ about the social media campaign, helping to increase followers 

and subscribers. 

There is power in the voice of a community that gets united to fight towards a common 

goal. Together we can tackle the problems and help to protect the most vulnerable among us. 

However, we should not feel as if we are alone handling everything. We need to be able to count 

on our elected officials to hear our voice, represent us and advocate for our needs within the 

government. Small and large advocacy actions matter, but the government also has to step up and 

offer solutions to the community's predicaments and support our needs. Our actions can and will 

make a difference in the lives of hundreds of families present in the community, creating better 

living conditions and bringing hope of a brighter tomorrow for all of the involved.  


