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Planning a classroom design is no small matter. This special place is where children will 

be spending many hours of their days, engaging in diverse learning experiences. For many 

children, the classroom will become “a home away from home”. According to Isbell and 

Yoshizawa (2016) “the early childhood environment has a tremendous impact on children’s 

learning, behavior, and creative development” (p.38).  Keeping this is mind, I asked myself how I 

could implement a setting that would be inviting and cozy, but at the same time fun and engaging. 

I also considered developmental materials that would help to engage children’s learning and 

creativity as well as items that would reflect children’s diversity and culture. All of these aspects 

are crucial for a successful learning environment. 

When I first started planning the design of my classroom, I reflected on what centers and 

spaces to include as well as where to position them. I believe the first thing kids see and experience 

in an environment will set the tone for their day. I decided to start with an active and busy area to 

introduce the room: the art center and science discovery area. In order to foster their creativity, the 

first strategy I used was to place the art center materials as well as other centers’ materials on low 

open shelves. This setup encourages children to get hands-on independently and start putting their 

creativity into action. The second strategy was placing the easels close to a window for natural 

light as well as for inspiration. Children can look at the view outside and paint what they see, or 

they can decide to go for an abstract paint. It is all up to their imagination and will. I also believe 



that making room to display their masterpieces works wonders for inspiration and creativity as 

well as “to make children feel valued” (Isbell and Yoshizawa, 2016, p.39). 

For promoting divergent learning, I made sure to include open ended materials and toys 

that could be used in many ways and have different results. In the art center, recyclable items such 

as boxes and plastic bottles allow for students to use their imagination and explore different 

outcomes. In the block center, different types of blocks as well as natural loose parts such as pieces 

of wood and leaves, generate lots of possibilities for building creative structures. In the dramatic 

play area, pieces of fabric on different colors and sizes motivate children to think out of the box. 

A piece of fabric can become a skirt, a cape, a dress, a bandana or even a wig. The possibilities are 

endless. Divergent materials such as the ones mentioned are crucial for bolstering children’s ideas 

as well as for developing problem-solving skills. 

I believe the centers in my classroom support several developmental domains at different 

levels, some more than others. For instance, all centers have labels and signs within the items and 

books on the center’s theme, providing tools for literacy and language. Cognitive development is 

especially supported in the math center with puzzles, sorting and classifying activities as well as 

sequencing activities. The block center promotes physical development and social development, 

for it allows children to improve motor skills as well as social skills when children work together 

to build a structure. Music and movement activities also promote physical development, for it 

allows children to develop balance, self-awareness, and coordination. The dramatic play center 

gives students the opportunity to interact with each other. Social and emotional skills are developed 

when children engage in pretend play and have the chance to learn from these social interactions.  

Isbell and Yoshizawa (2016) affirm that a classroom is composed of people with different 

ethnicities, traditions and customs and the setting up of the environment should reflect this 



diversity. In my classroom design, I designated specific spaces where to display students’ pictures, 

family artifacts and even teacher’s personal artifacts. These displays help children to realize their 

culture and heritage are respected, and that they are valued members of the classroom community. 

When the teacher shares some aspects of her life, it helps to establish a connection and relationship 

with students. A truly effective learning environment must have developmentally appropriate 

learning centers and must allow for the cultural expression of all who will learn there. This is what 

I strived to achieve when creating my ideal classroom. 
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