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Mini Ecological Study Part II: Assessment of Resources in my Neighborhood 

During the first part of my ecological study in the neighborhood of Great Kills in Staten 

Island, NY, I was able to take a closer look at the several features in the area whose primary goal 

is to serve the community. My general observation is of a small-town center packed with small 

businesses such as restaurants, laundromats, beauty parlors, and places for worship as well as 

government-owned buildings such as a school, a library, and a post office. 

Regarding the government-owned buildings, there are good and important services being 

offered to the community in this neighborhood. For instance, the library is a beacon for knowledge 

and peaceful space for the community, offering classes and entertainment for adults and children 

alike. The options range from storytime for the youngsters to arts and crafts and book clubs to the 

adults, offered online or in-person. On the other hand, the Public School 8 that serves grades Pre-

K through 5, offers a regular schedule of classes besides free meals for students. The P.S. 8 school 

also offers a Gifted and Talented program for all students entering Kindergarten, as well as a 

physical education program named FITNESSGRAM, whose performances align with the NYS 

National Physical Education Standards. Unfortunately, due to COVID-19 restrictions, the Band 

program and the After School Enrichment program are temporarily suspended until further notice.   

In contrast, I could not help but notice the lack of many services and accommodations that 

would greatly impact the lives of the people in the neighborhood, such as a community center, 



playgrounds, and green areas available for children and their families, or even a community 

garden. In addition, after some deeper research, I have learned that the state-funded Early 

Intervention Center that previously served this community, closed its doors a couple of months 

ago. Without a doubt, a huge loss for the hundreds of families the center served as well as for the 

whole community. 

The main aspect of this neighborhood (and of Staten Island altogether) is the easy 

accessibility to mass transit that it offers, as well as the proximity to Manhattan. The municipal 

parking lot is proof of the public transportation critical function in the area. On the downside, the 

same service which helps the community to come and go is also becoming the backstage for a 

serious problem: drug trafficking activity.  

Substance abuse is a familiar issue within communities of the whole world, and it would 

not be different in a metropole such as New York City. According to the NYC Health Department 

statistics, 132 overdose deaths were registered in Staten Island in 2020. It might not sound like a 

lot in a town with over 475,000 residents, however, when compared to the other 4 boroughs in the 

city, Staten Island has the second highest rate of overdose death per 100,000 residents (NYC 

Health Department’s Bureau, 2020).  

Although the drug activity happens throughout the Staten Island Railway, one of the most 

problematic spots on the route is the Great Kills station, where “commuters have seen people 

shooting up heroin on the overpass, selling pills and smoking marijuana” (Wassef, 2019). Besides 

drug trafficking, robberies, assaults, and disturbance of riders, a general feeling of unsafety has 

been reported by commuters in the area (Grunlund, 2019). 

The situation on the island was far from ideal, and things took a turn for the worse after the 

Corona Virus pandemic occurred. In addition, new regulations made painkillers harder to obtain 



and more expensive, resulting in a higher demand for a cheaper option: heroin. A recovery addict 

named Brittany Salinari, shared her experience, depicting how easily accessible the drugs were to 

her, and how she witnessed ‘drugs run rampant in her neighborhood’ (Lavis, 2019). 

The whole community suffers a great deal from the consequences of this disastrous 

scenario. At a first glance, there is the evident endangerment people and commuters in the area 

face on a daily basis. Strung out drug users present a danger to commuters and persons in the area 

alike, as they act erratically from the side effects of the drugs as well as on their search for more 

drugs, doing whatever it takes to be able to buy more. Moreover, when law enforcement might 

patrol the area for drug activity, regular people stand in the line of fire whether a conflict arises 

between drug dealers and the police. 

The next worrisome piece of the puzzle is how easily accessible these drugs are, in terms 

of not just availability but also price-wise. It is a scary possibility to imagine that children and 

teenagers, who are the most vulnerable beings in our communities, are having access to such 

substances and the horrific consequences it brings. The ones that should be protected the most are 

being directly exposed to the shocking reality in their communities, and with more exposure comes 

a greater likelihood that they will become part of the sad statistics mentioned earlier in this text.  

On a deeper level, the side effects and lifelong consequences substance abuse brings are 

no trivial matter. Drug users “are at higher risk for human immunodeficiency virus (HIV), hepatitis 

C virus (HCV), and many chronic diseases” (New York State Department of Health, 2020, p.8). 

The repercussion affects not only the addicts but also their families and friends. Sadly, in many 

situations, drug dependence also affects newborn infants. Such was the case of Brittany Salinari’s 

son, Grayson, who had to be treated for opiate withdrawal (Lavis, 2019). Drug abstinence 

symptoms in babies can range from fever and irritability to seizures and hyperactive reflexes, just 



to name a few (Neonatal Abstinence Syndrome, n.d.). In addition, “prenatal drug exposure may 

impact the child’s behavior, language, cognition, and achievement long term” (Stein, 2020). 

With such important matters at stake, I believe that all children should be given the best 

chances to thrive and lead happy and fulfilling lives. Lamentably, due to the underlying and patent 

consequences of drug use, the lives and the future of many children are being deeply affected. 

Unfairly, their best chances of succeeding are being taken away at a young age, and as they grow 

up and encounter damaging environmental factors. The recurring reports of drug activity in the 

train station located one block down from the school as well as the rising number of overdose 

deaths are alarming. This combined with the interruption of public services due to the COVID 

pandemic has created a dire situation. The question remains, what can be done in order to remedy 

the situation and help to give better hopes of a brighter future to the children and better living 

conditions to the community?  
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