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The big ideas I want to 
explore within this topic 
are: 

• Different types of animals and 
habitats (how are they different? 
How are they alike?)

• What animals like to eat?

• How can we take care of 
animals?

My main goal is for children 
to develop knowledge, 

awareness and empathy for 
animals, learning that they 

are important creatures and 
that making sure they are 

okay is also beneficial for us 
and our planet.



Sub-theme 1: 

Pets and Animals in our Community

Activities:

1) Dramatic Play: Students will build a pet store in the Dramatic Play center, developing

different roles as the play progresses.

2) Sculpture: Using air-dry clay, students will make sculptures of a pet of their choice.

3) Field Trip: We will go on a field trip to the park, observing the environment and animals.

Students will be encouraged to gather nature artifacts to bring to the science center for

later exploration.

BOOKS:

-What pet should I get? by Dr. Seuss

- Things I Love About Pets by Trace 

Moroney

- Hello, World! Pets by Jill McDonald

- Over in the Forest by Marianne Berkes

Goals: 

Develop awareness about animals in our 

community; discover how can we take care of 

animals; practice fine motor skills when 

making the sculptures; socialization with 

peers.



Sub-theme 2: Farm Animals

Activities:

1) Art Center: Students will create animal puppets out of paper bags.

2) Sound & Movement: During circle time, we will sing songs such as “Old McDonald had a Farm”
and “The Animals on the farm”. Students will be encouraged to move and sound like the animals
from the songs.

3) Grouping & Collage: Expanding on the knowledge about farm animals, we will learn about the
foods/primary materials animals give us and how can we transform them (i.e. milk = ice cream,
yogurt, cheese). We will make a chart placing the items next to the animal they belong to.

BOOKS:

- Pete the Cat: Old MacDonald Had a Farm

by James Dean

- Big red Barn by Margaret Wise Brown

- The three little pigs & The little red hen

- Milk to Ice Cream by Inez Snyder

Goals: 

Develop creativity while creating 

paper bags puppets; strengthen 

motor skills; gain new knowledge 

about daily things.



Sub-theme 3: Ocean Animals

Activities:

1) Sensory Table: Children will go “fishing” for different sizes and colors of fish and other ocean

creatures hidden in the sand.

2) Mark Making: After learning about Octopuses’ defense mechanisms, students will create an
abstract picture by using eye droppers and several colors of paint.

3) Book: Exploring different materials such as fingertips, sea rubber stencils and brushes children will

create an “under the sea scene”. After labeling the pictures, we will create a book that will be

placed in the reading center.

BOOKS:

- Commotion In The Ocean by Giles Andreae

Life in an Ocean (Capstone Press) by Carol K. 

Lindeen

- The OCEAN Alphabet Book by Jerry Pallotta

- Tickly Octopus by Ruth Galloway

- Swimmy by Leo Lionni

Goals:

Explore diverse ways to create marks on 

paper; introduce new vocabulary (prey, 

predator, habitat); concepts of print.



Sub-theme 4: Arctic Animals

Activities:

1) Making Music: Using several musical instruments, children will play and follow the tune of the
song “Over in The Meadow”, swapping the lyrics by the words of the book “Over in The Arctic
Where the Cold Wind Blows”. They will also perform the actions described on the song.

2) Mark Making: After observing animal tracks’ cards, students will use stamps of animal tracks on
paper. They will compare the marks they made on the paper and find out to what animals they
belong.

3) Poem: As a big group, we will make a poem about the Arctic and the animals that live there.

BOOKS:

- Over in The Arctic Where The Cold Wind Blows 

by Marianne Berkes

- Who Lives Here? Polar Animals by Deborah 

Hodge

- Tracks in the snow by Wong Herbert Yee

- National Geographic Book of Animal Poetry 

by J. Patrick Lewis

Goals: 

Identify animal tracks; develop musical 

awareness; practice motor skills;  follow 

directions; poem making. 



Sub-theme 5: Savannah Animals

Activities:

1) Shadow Art & Collage: Students will go outside on a sunny day and outline the shadows of
plastic savannah animals on a piece of paper. Later, they will decorate the inside of the outlines
with different colors of tissue paper.

2) Guessing game: Children will take turns acting like an animal so their friends can guess what
animal it is.

3) Diorama: Gathering all the knowledge acquired from this thematic unit, we will be creating
dioramas of the different animals and habitats we learned about.

BOOKS:

On an African savannah, by Marianne Berkes.

Here Is the African Savanna by Madeleine 

Dunphy

How to Find an Elephant by Kate Banks

Hello, Mrs Elephant! By Sam Boughton

Goals:

Practice hand-eye coordination 

and fine motor skills; 

strengthen memory skills; 

socialization with peers and 

turn-taking.



Thank you!


