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Activity Plan – Social Studies 
Designed by: Larissa Barba 
Curriculum Topic: COMMUNITY HELPERS 
 

OVERVIEW/FRAMING 
 
TOPIC 
Explain how the topic of this activity is 
developmentally and culturally appropriate 
for the group of learners for whom you are 
designing it. 

 Children on the age range of 4 to 4,5 years are very curious about the world around 
them. When they go out with parents or watch a cartoon (e.g., “Paw Patrol” and “Dora 
the Explorer”), they hear and learn about subjects such as community helpers and/or 
maps. This topic greatly interests them and offers many opportunities for investigation 
and discoveries. 
In addition, children will be reinforcing social skills as they work collaboratively with 
peers to complete the project; skills much needed in a world post-covid. They also will 
be developing spatial reasoning skills and learning about geography and all about maps. 
 

BIG IDEAS/OVERARCHING QUESTIONS 
What kinds of questions will be explored 
and/or what new connections and ideas will be 
engaged through this activity? 

BIG IDEAS IN SOCIAL STUDIES: Location: the world in spatial terms. Use of maps 
and other representations to understand spatial perspective and distance. 
 
What are maps? Why do we use them? 
How can it help us? 
How does a community look like? 
 
 
 

CONTENT FOCUS: 
Identify which content area(s) will be 
addressed in this activity  

Visual Arts                           Music                           Movement/Dance            Drama     
       
Emergent Literacy            Mathematics               Science                               Social Studies 

 
KNOWING THE LEARNERS 

AGE RANGE: 4 years to 4,5 years. 
CURRENT DEVELOPMENT: 
What do you know about the current growth 
of learners in this age range for the content 
focus? 

Children at this age are very curious about the world and are still on the process of 
making sense of it. Their community is of special interest because they can interact with 
it, and that makes the engagement deeper. 
Most children go out for walks with their families, and are familiar with how the streets, 
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houses and buildings are set up along the neighborhood. Some of them might even had 
heard the term “map” while watching TV or reading a book (e.g.. “Dora the Explorer” or 
“treasure map). 

What misunderstandings might children in 
this age range have about the topic/content 
and how do you plan to address this? 

Children at this age are still developing spatial reasoning skills and understanding 
relative location. They might still struggle to understand that pictures on maps stand for 
actual things and how they relate to one another in their actual surroundings. I plan to 
address this by creating two maps with them: one of the classroom and another one of a 
community with buildings (for the community helpers they have been learning about), 
and houses for the families. We will be reading books and watching videos. We will be 
discussing the subject and creating the maps together. 

SOCIO-CULTURAL CONTEXT: 
What do you know about this group of 
children in terms of their cultural 
backgrounds, learning styles, languages 
spoken, and learning experiences to date?* 

There are 4 boys and 4 girls in this class. Two of them speak Spanish as their first 
language and are learning English as well. 4 of them are of Ecuadorian and Honduran 
descent, and 1 of them is of Chinese descent. One of the girls need extra support 
developing gross motor skills. 3 students speak only English. 

 
MATERIALS & LEARNING ENVIRONMENT PREPARATION 

MATERIALS 
What materials will you need to teach this activity?  
List all books and materials, including any used 
during the launch/reflection and during set up and 
cleanup 

LEARNING ENVIRONMENT 
What modifications will you need to make to 
the classroom to support this activity?  
(e.g., centers, bulletin boards, meeting spaces) 

EVENTS/RESOURCES 
What events or resources, including people, 
might you need to arrange in advance? 

 
Books: 
“Me On the Map” by Joan Sweeney 
“Pete the Cat and the Treasure Map” by James 
Dean 
“My Map Book” by Sara Fanelli 
“Map My Neighborhood” by Jennifer 
Boothroyd 
 
Materials: 
Roll of butcher paper 

 
Add words related to the theme in 
English and Spanish to the word wall (e.g. 
map = el mapa). 
 
Add maps, binoculars, and compasses to 
the dramatic play area. 
 
Add maps of the community and 
magnifying glasses to the science 
discover center. 

 
Send out a note to parents 
communicating them we will be 
learning about maps. Invite parents to 
draw a map of their child’s room and 
send over to school so it can be shared 
with the rest of the class. 
 
Schedule a field trip to the 
neighborhood with the children.  
 

 
* Note: You are designing this activity for the three children observed for your Student Profiles assignment. 
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Washable paint sticks (different colors) 
Markers 
Cardboard cut outs of rectangles, squares, and 
triangles 
Sponges 
Scissors 
Glue 
 
Clean up: 
Wipes and paper towels 
Broom and dustpan. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Add the books mentioned on the 
materials list to the reading center. 
 
Add pictures of maps and streets to the 
block center. 
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THE LEARNING EXPERIENCE 

The launch 
How will you engage the children in 
this learning experience? How will you 
introduce the concepts and vocabulary 
of the topic? How will you describe the 
procedures of the learning activity? 
What will you say and do? 

During morning meeting, we will read the book “My Map Book” by Sara Fanelli. We will discuss 
some of the maps demonstrated on the book, and if any of the children bring a map from their 
room, we will look at it together. 
We will watch the video song “I’m the map” from “Dora the Explorer” cartoon episodes. We will 
talk about it, and make a list of the things we already know about maps, our location and name 
of town, state, street etc. We will add the information to the list and add more items as we keep 
doing our research. 
 
 

The activity 
List the step-by-step procedures.  What 
will the children be doing? What will 
you say or do to facilitate and scaffold 
their learning? Be specific and detailed 
in your description. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
During small group time, we will use construction paper cut outs to make a map of our 
classroom. I will suggest to the older children if they would like to label the items on their maps 
(using the phonemes they can hear from the words we name together). 
These maps will be displayed on the classroom bulletin board. 
 
Next, students will be prompted to start making the houses and buildings for our big 
community map. They will make houses and buildings out of shapes; and personalize and 
decorate them with paint sticks and markers. 
I will ask them “besides the houses, what other buildings do we need in our community? The 
community helpers need a place to work and keep their tools.”  
This conversation will hopefully prompt their ideas. We will delve into prior knowledge to 
answer those questions. 
 
Bringing the whole class back together again, we will open a big roll of butcher paper and I will 
paint the roads of the community with black paint. I will devise a spot for each child to glue 
their houses, and together we will decide on where to place the school, police station, firehouse, 
hospital and so on. 
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Reflection 
As the activity wraps up, what 
opportunities will you offer the 
children to respond to and reflect on 
this activity? 

 

After the map is done, I will let children play around on the map using cars and personal blocks 
(wooden blocks with each child’s photograph on it). 
 
 

Possible Extensions 
What could you do on another day to 
build on this activity? 

 
 

As the big community map is displayed on the classroom wall, we will move our activity into 
the block center. Children will be invited to build a 3D map of our community out of blocks. 

Multimodal Engagement 
Identify and explain the ways in which 
this activity offers opportunities to use 
at least three different learning 
modalities (kinesthetic, tactile, 
linguistic, visual/spatial, auditory, 
musical) 

Visual/Spatial: When students are using the shapes cutouts (e.g., matching a triangle to a 
rectangle to make a house) and choosing where to place houses and buildings, they are 
developing spatial reasoning skills, as well as measurement and comparison of items by size. 
 
Verbal-Linguistic: Children will learn new vocabulary words in Spanish and English related to 
the theme. 
 
Tactile: Children will have the opportunity to touch and feel different means for art making 
(paper and glue, paint sticks, markers). 
 
Social (Interpersonal): Children will learn to work as a team to create the community map. 
They will build connections with each other when sharing the houses and buildings they 
created. They will express their wants and needs when making the decisions on how to 
distribute the structures on the map. 
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Differentiation 
How will you modify this activity for 
learners with different learning styles 
and/or special needs (SLLs, physically 
active, etc.)? 

For the dual language learners, I will provide read aloud in Spanish of the books used and 
translation of the key words in Spanish.  
 
For the student that needs help developing gross motor skills, I will allow her to stand while 
performing the experiments rather than sit down (if she wishes). Previously to creating the 
classroom map, she could walk around the room with me and help to map out the room, 
gathering information that will be used later in the activity. 

 

GROWTH AND LEARNING 
How will this learning experience support the children’s growth and learning in the following domains? Use your knowledge of child development. 

Cognitive/thinking Children will start to develop the understanding that pictures and symbols stand for real things and to 
recognize shapes in the real world.  
Children will develop spatial reasoning skills and the idea of location, as well as measurement and 
comparison of items by size when matching the different sizes of shapes to create the houses and the 
buildings. 
 

Physical Children will strengthen fine motor skills by practicing cutting straight lines with scissors, painting, and 
adding details to the project using markers. Students will keep working on hand-eye coordination skills by 
painting and gluing the houses and buildings to desired spots. 
Children will be able to practice pencil grasp and writing skills when labeling their maps (older children). 
The student that needs help developing gross motor skills will be able to stand and have flexibility while 
doing this project thus strengthening large muscles.  
 

Social/emotional Children will be reinforcing social skills as they work collaboratively with peers to complete the project. 
They will have to share materials (markers and paint sticks), practice turn-taking and waiting. They will 
practice expressing their wants and needs, such as when they need a material or when deciding where the 
community helpers buildings will be placed.  
This activity will support children in developing their natural creativity and curiosity for the world, and  
engagement in their own learning.  
 

Language/literacy Children will develop oral language while interacting with peers. Children will connect oral language to 
written language when writing labels for their pictures as well as when reading the books of this unit as a 
group during meetings. 
This activity also introduces children to the translation in Spanish to words related to the topic as well as to 
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the following target vocabulary words: 
List 10-15 target vocabulary words: 
Map, neighborhood, location, symbols, map key, compass rose, directions. 
Translation in Spanish to words related to the topic (e.g., map = el mapa). 
 

Content Area(s) Social Studies and Visual arts. 
 
 

 

STANDARDS/GOALS 
What Pre-K Common Core Learning Standards are addressed in this activity?  

Use the PKFCC to respond.  
Be specific—choose those standards that are actually targeted by this learning activity (e.g., can development in regard to the standard be 

measured by the evidence gathered (authentic assessment) during this learning activity? 
Domain 1:  
Approaches to Learning 
 

PK.AL.1.f. Demonstrates awareness of connections between prior and new knowledge. 
PK.AL.3.b. Identifies new or additional materials to complete a task.  
PK.AL.4.b. Expresses an interest in learning about and discussing a growing range of ideas.  
PK.AL.5.a. Maintains focus on a task  
 
 

Domain 2:  
Physical Development 
and Health 

PK.PDH.5.a. Demonstrates ability to use fine motor skills (pincer grasp).  
PK.PDH.2.c. Demonstrates awareness of spatial boundaries and the ability to work within them (i.e. 
around of the things around them). 
PK.PDH.2.b. Exhibits appropriate body movements when carrying out a task. 
 

Domain 3:  
Social and Emotional 
Development 

PK.SEL.4.c. Shares materials and toys with other children.  
PK.SEL.4.d. Sustains interactions by cooperating, helping, and suggesting new ideas for play. 
PK.SEL.6.c. Uses materials purposefully, safely and respectfully as set by group rules. 
 

Domain 4: 
Communication, 
Language, and Literacy 

PK.AC.3.a. Uses vocabulary relevant to observations. 
PK.AC.4.d. Expresses understanding of words used in read-alouds, in conversations and in descriptions 
of everyday items in the world.  
PK.AC.3.b. Asks questions related to visual text and observations.  
PK.AC.5.c. Uses new and rare words introduced by adults or peers. 
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Domain 5:  
Cognition and Knowledge 
of the World  

PK.MATH.13. [NY-PK.G.2.] Names shapes regardless of size. 
 
PK.SOC.5 Demonstrates knowledge of the relationship between people, places, and regions: 
PK.SOC.5. a. Identifies features of own home and familiar places 
PK.SOC.5.b. Names the street, neighborhood, city and/or town where they live  
PK.SOC.5.c. Uses words that indicate direction, position and relative distance  
PK.SOC.5.d. Creates representations of topographical features in artwork, and/or while playing with 
blocks, sand or other materials. 
 
 

AUTHENTIC ASSESSMENT 
What will you do to gather 
evidence to assess each 
child’s developmental 
progress?  
 
How will you determine 
whether or not individual 
children are getting the Big 
Ideas and/or exploring the 
Overarching Questions? 
 
Evidence may include 
responses recorded during a 
group discussion, a visual 
arts project, a performance, 
etc.  
 
Your assessment activity 
MUST be connected to the 
Big Ideas and Overarching 
Questions. 

 

Documentation from discussions (whole group and small groups), drawings, work in different centers. 
 
 
 
 
We will be recreating the community map made by the whole class in the block center and compare and 
contrast both maps. We will be creating maps for different places and things, such as a map of the 
playground. We will go on a scavenger hunt on the playground of the school using a map. 
 
I will collect evidence from both activities and discussions and take notes.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


