
   
 

   
 

Activity Plan 
Designed by: Larissa Barba 
Curriculum Topic: Animals (Ocean Animals) 
 

OVERVIEW/FRAMING 
TOPIC 
Explain how the topic of this activity is 
developmentally and culturally appropriate 
for the group of learners for whom you are 
designing it. 

In this activity, children will be creating pictures about life under the sea. The picture 
will be based on the knowledge acquired throughout the development of this topic. After 
the pictures are ready, we will be creating a booklet to display the projects and the 
booklet will be placed in the reading center of the class. 
Children that live in NYC are most likely familiar with the ocean since we live in an 
island. Children are also very curious about animals in general, and always eager to 
learn more about them. This project will allow children to express themselves creatively 
by recreating images of the animals studied. It will also give them an opportunity to 
work collaboratively when creating labels and mini storylines for the pictures in the 
book we will develop together.  

BIG IDEAS/OVERARCHING QUESTIONS 
What kinds of questions will be explored 
and/or what new connections and ideas will be 
engaged through this activity? 

What are the types of animals that live in the ocean? 
How are the red fish and black fish different from the other sea creatures? And how are 
they different from other animals that live in different habitats?  
How do you know that the story is not about real animals? 
 
 

CONTENT FOCUS: 
Identify which content area(s) will be 
addressed in this activity  

Visual Arts                           Music                           Movement/Dance            Drama           
Emergent Literacy            Mathematics               Science                               Social Studies 

 
KNOWING THE LEARNERS 

AGE RANGE:  
CURRENT DEVELOPMENT: 
What do you know about the current growth 
of learners in this age range for the content 
focus? 

My classroom contains children from an age range varying from 3½ to 5½ years old. 
They are at different levels cognitively and physically. Some of them will be more 
comfortable creating the art projects, and be more creative when doing so, while for 
others it will not be as easy. However, one thing they all have in common is they are 
curious, like to ask questions and love saying, “I can do it by myself”. Children at this 



   
 

   
 

age are fascinated by living creatures and eager to learn more about them. They have a 
fascination about animals and different ways of living (e.g. life under the water).  
 
 
 

What misunderstandings might children in 
this age have about the topic/content and 
how do you plan to address this? 

Children in the age range 3½ to 5½ years old are still in what Jean Piaget described as 
pre-operational stage. At this stage, children use a lot of symbolic thinking and have 
lots of fantasies. For instance, imagining that animals can have thoughts and actions 
like we humans do. To introduce them to a new perspective, we will be reading non-
fiction books as well as watching real footage videos about life in the ocean. 
 

SOCIO-CULTURAL CONTEXT: 
What do you know about this group of 
children in terms of their cultural 
backgrounds, learning styles, languages 
spoken, and learning experiences to date? * 

The children in my classroom speak Russian as their primary language. All of them 
have a proficient level of English. While designing this activity, I will primarily keep in 
mind the group of kids that are getting ready to leave for Kindergarten this year. 
Secondly, I will think about the group of younger kids in which there are children with 
different levels of language and cognitive development. 

* Note: You may not be designing this activity with a specific group in mind. Envision and describe a group of children you could 
anticipate working with in a NYC early childhood classroom. 

 
MATERIALS & LEARNING ENVIRONMENT PREPARATION 

MATERIALS 
What materials will you need to teach this activity?  
 
List all books (title and author) and materials, 
including any used during the spark/launch/intro, 
the activity, the reflection, and during set up and 
cleanup. 
 

To introduce the subject, we will be reading 
two books:  
“Swimmy” by Leo Lionni and “Commotion In 
The Ocean” by Giles Andreae. 
We will watch videos about life in the ocean 
and we will read the informational book “Life 

LEARNING ENVIRONMENT 
What modifications will you need to make to 
the classroom to support this activity?   
   
Think about materials, books, toys, props. 
Think about how you might rearrange the 
classroom furniture, etc. To accommodate the 
activity.   
  
Think about changes you might need to make 
in various learning centers (e.g., what might 
you add/change in each learning center to 
bring the curriculum topic into that center), 
bulletin boards, meeting spaces, etc.  

 

EVENTS/RESOURCES 
What events or resources, including people, 
might you need to arrange in advance?  
  
Think about special activities, such a field 
trips, inviting parents or community 
members to the classroom, asking for 
supplies from home, etc. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   
 

   
 

in an Ocean (Capstone Press) by Carol K. 
Lindeen”.  
 
For the pictures, we will need: story and 
sketch paper, tempera paint or watercolors, 
plates for placing and mixing the paint, 
sponges cuts in different sizes, pompons, 
ocean animals stamps. Other materials such 
as glue, tissue paper and colored sand will 
also be provided for a special touch.  
 
Markers will be used to write the story down. 
 
 

 
 
 
After introducing the activity, I would 
move a shelf of toys so I could fit a water 
table. In the water table, I would place 
grow in the water ocean animals. The 
children could explore this area during 
sensory play. 
 
By the entrance of the classroom, I 
would use a small rectangular table to 
place the books used in this activity, so 
children have easy access to it and 
explore the pages at their own pace. 
 
On the bulletin board, I would place the 
art projects of each child. Later, they 
would have a chance to pick the pictures 
they would like to display on the book 
we will create together as a classroom. 
 
On the art center where all materials for 
the art project will be placed, I would 
place wipes and paper towels so children 
can clean up themselves. The art center 
is near to the bathroom which is helpful 
so children can wash up after finishing 
up their artworks. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
I would try to set up a visit to an 
aquarium with parents and teachers.  
 
If an in-person visit would not be 
possible, we could do a virtual visit to 
an aquarium. I would need to find a 
projector or bigger screen so children 
could have a better experience. 

 



   
 

   
 

 
THE LEARNING EXPERIENCE 

Multimodal 
Engagement 

Identify and explain how 
this activity provides 
opportunities to use at 
least three learning 
modalities: musical, 
interpersonal, linguistic, 
visual-spatial, bodily-
kinesthetic (tactile), 
auditory 

Differentiation 
How will you modify this 
activity for children with 
different learning styles 
and needs? (emergent 
bilingual, special needs, 
very physically active, 
etc.) 

The spark/launch/intro 
What will you say or do to engage 
the children in this experience?  
 
To define specific vocabulary, 
concepts, or procedures, describe 
how you would introduce them. 

On the week I introduce the subtheme “Ocean 
Animals”, we will read different books about 
the subject such as “Commotion In The Ocean” 
by Giles Andreae and “Life in an Ocean 
(Capstone Press) by Carol K. Lindeen”. 
 
However, on the day we make this activity, I 
will read to them the book “Swimmy” by Leo 
Lionni.  We will talk about the feelings of the 
little black fish, and how his idea of sticking 
together with the other fish made them 
stronger.  
We will be including words such as teamwork, 
stick together, friendship. 
 
I will be introducing vocabulary words related 
to the subject.  
 
We will also be looking at the illustrations of 
the ocean books for this theme to come up 
with ideas for the ocean scene art project 
creation. 

 
Visual/Spatial: 
Children will create 
under the sea scenes 
art projects after 
reading fiction and 
non-fiction books.  
New vocabulary will 
be introduced such as 
habitat, prey, predator. 
 
Verbal/Linguistic: 
Children will label 
their pictures which 
later will be turned 
into a book.  
 
Naturalist: Children 
will learn about under 
the sea life. They will 
acquire knowledge 
about sea life. 

 
For my younger 
students that are 
emergent English 
speakers, I would 
learn how to say in 
Russian some 
keywords about ocean 
life so I could better 
communicate with 
them.  
 
For my highly active 
students, I would give 
them the option to 
create their art project 
on an easel, this way 
allowing them to 
stand and move more 
freely. 
 
 



   
 

   
 

The activity 
What will the children be 
doing? List the procedure step-by-
step.  What will you say or do to 
support their process? 

 
Remember: This should be a 
creative, experiential, and 
hands-on learning activity. The 
children should be actively 
engaged in learning through 
play and exploration.  
 
 
 
 
 

After reading the books and observing the 
pictures on them, I will guide students to the 
art center.  
 
There, I will show them how to paint the 
paper with the sponges. I will do the same 
with the different options of stamps available 
and demonstrate how to use them.  
 
I will try not to interfere with their creative 
process but will be watching closely in case 
they need help with anything. 
  

 
 

Reflection 
As the activity wraps up, what 
opportunities will you offer the 
children to respond to and reflect 
on this activity? 

 

With each child individually, I will help to 
label the art projects. After we are done, we 
will display the art projects on the bulletin 
board. Later we will come up with the labels 
or mini story for each picture. 
We will observe the different pictures and 
comment on them.  
I will ask them “What did we learn about 
ocean animals?” and write the answers down.  
  

Possible Extensions 
What could you do on another day 
to build on this activity? 

 

Using the pictures, we could create a book that 
would be placed in the reading center. 

GROWTH AND LEARNING 



   
 

   
 

How will this learning experience support the children’s growth and learning in the following domains?  

Use your knowledge of child development and milestones and the theories of child development you have studied. 

Cognitive/thinking This activity will provide students with opportunities to compare and contrast different types of animals 
and habitats, developing visual discrimination skills. Students will also be able to construct on their 
understanding of the differences between real and pretend (fact and fiction). Ultimately, students will be 
developing their creativity.  
 

Physical This activity focuses mostly on fine motor skills: pincer grasp to hold and add details to the picture (tissue 
paper, sand, colored seashells, etc), using hand muscles to apply the stamps on ink and next on the paper. 
The older children will be able to practice pencil grasp when writing down the labels for their pictures. 
The highly active students will be able to stand and have flexibility while doing this project thus 
strengthening gross motor skills. 
 

Social/emotional This activity will support children in developing their natural creativity and curiosity for the world, and 
engagement in their own learning. Students will learn how to work with peers and cooperate to create a 
story for their pictures. 
 

Language/literacy This activity helps children to connect oral language to written language (creating labels for their pictures 
and writing it down). This activity also introduces children to new words related to this topic such as:  
 
List 5-10 target vocabulary words: sea as another word for ocean, habitat, prey, predator, school of fish, coral 
reef, anemone, sea grass, ocean floor, names of sea creatures.  
 
 

Creative Arts  This activity introduces children to different means of mark marking (pompons, sponges, paint, stamps), 
and how to come up with a story to accompany their pictures. 
 

 

STANDARDS/GOALS 
What Pre-K Foundation for the Common Core (PKFCC)/Common Core Learning Standards (CCLS) are addressed in this activity?  

Be specific—choose those standards that are actually targeted by this learning activity (e.g., can development in regard to the standard be 
measured by the evidence gathered (authentic assessment) during this learning activity? 

Domain 1:  
Approaches to Learning 

PK.AL.3.b. Identifies new or additional materials to complete a task.  
PK.AL.4.b. Expresses an interest in learning about and discussing a growing range of ideas. 



   
 

   
 

 PK.AL.5.c. Modifies strategies used to complete a task. 
 

Domain 2:  
Physical Development 
and Health 

PK.PDH.5.a. Demonstrates ability to use fine motor skills (pincer grasp). 
PK.PDH.2.c. Demonstrates awareness of spatial boundaries and the ability to work within them (i.e. 
around of the things around them). 

Domain 3:  
Social and Emotional 
Development 

PK.SEL.4.c. Shares materials and toys with other children. 
PK.SEL.4.d. Sustains interactions by cooperating, helping, and suggesting new ideas for play (in this case, 
new ideas for the art project). 
 

Domain 4: 
Communication, 
Language, and Literacy 

PK.AC.3.a. Uses vocabulary relevant to observations.  
PK.AC.4.d. Expresses understanding of words used in read-alouds, in conversations and in descriptions 
of everyday items in the world. 
PK.AC.3.b. Asks questions related to visual text and observations. 
PK.AC.5.c. Uses new and rare words introduced by adults or peers. 
 

Domain 5:  
Cognition and 
Knowledge of the World 
(Choose math, science or 
social studies) 

PK.SCI.5. [P-LSI-2.] Plans and conducts investigations to determine how familiar plants and/or animals 
use their external parts to help them survive in the environment. 

a. Observes the relationships between the physical and living environment (e.g. views habitats of 
plants and animals) 

b. Recognizes the different structures of familiar plants and animals (e.g. roots, stems, leaves for 
plants and eyes, ears, mouth, arms, legs for animals) 

 
Visual Arts 
PK.ARTS.16.a. Engages in self-directed imaginative play with a variety of materials and/or art-making 
tools.  
PK.ARTS.16.a. Shares and talks about personal artwork. 
PK.ARTS.18.b. Distinguishes between images and real objects. 
PK.ARTS.19.a. Imagines, invents, and creates art that tells a story about life. 
 

AUTHENTIC ASSESSMENT 
What will you do to 
determine whether or not 
the children are getting the 

After reading the books and performing this activity, we would get together as a big group and discuss 
what we have learned. I will write down the answers on chart paper and give children a chance to 
make drawings based on the knowledge acquired.  



   
 

   
 

Big Ideas and/or exploring 
the Overarching Questions?  
 
 
 
 
What evidence will you 
gather to assess each child’s 
developmental progress? 
 
Evidence may include 
responses recorded during a 
group discussion, a visual 
arts project, a performance, 
etc.  

As a small group, I would provide children with different dioramas depicting the different habitats we 
have learned within this subtheme and the others we covered (arctic, savannah, farm, ocean). Using 
small plastic figurine animals, I would ask the children to place the animals on their habitat. 
 
 
 
Performance on the diorama activity, drawings, notes from observation of children in dramatic play 
or from interactions with peers.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
POST-ACTIVITY REFLECTION** 

What aspects of this activity 
do you think will be most 
successful in supporting 
children’s growth and 
learning?  
 
 
What surprises might there 
be?  
 
 
What challenges do you 
envision in implementing 
this activity?  
 

I believe that reading fiction and non-fiction books about the subject will be a good combination, 
because children will be learning to make the difference between real and pretend/fantasy animal 
behavior. 
They will be learning relevant vocabulary to the topic which part of it will be extended to the other 
subthemes as well. 
 
 
 A good surprise might be if students use the new learned vocabulary during group discussions or 
when interacting with each other. 
 
 
 
Some children might have a hard time understanding the new vocabulary words what will be 
introduced in this topic. I will provide them with picture cards of each word when applicable as well 
as the translation in Russian when possible.  
 



   
 

   
 

How might you modify this 
activity the next time to 
make it more successful?  

I can introduce a sculpture activity of ocean animals using clay or playdough. I believe children would 
enjoy that. 
 
 
 
 

**You will not have the opportunity to implement this activity. However, you should build the practice of reflecting upon your 
teaching and striving to improve each lesson. 


