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BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

Victor is a 3-year and 7-month-old boy attending a private group family English-Russian daycare, 

located in Staten Island, New York. Victor is tall for his age and slim built. He has a light complexion, 

blue eyes, and light brown curly hair. When Victor smiles, dimples pop out on his cheeks.  

Victor lives in Staten Island along with his mom, dad and two older siblings. He is the youngest 

child in his family. Victor’s parents emigrated from Uzbekistan about 20 years ago, along with Victor’s 

grandparents. Victor’s first language is Russian, which for the most part is the language preferred at home 

for communication. However, because of Victor’s two school-age brothers, Victor is familiar with the 

English language and can communicate both in Russian and English.  

Victor has a strong connection with his family. Victor’s mom was a stay-at-home mom until about 

1 year ago, when she reentered the workforce. Victor’s dad is currently serving in the United States Marine 

Corps. At times, he will be away for work for weeks at a time. Victor’s grandparents play an active role 

in Victor’s life, always visiting him or having Victor over their house for sleepovers. Often, Victor will 

go on vacation with his family to Florida and other locations, by car or by airplane. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3 
 

PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT - objective Observations 

ANECDOTAL RECORD 

Child’s Name: Victor                Age: 4                 Date: 10/12/2021                     Time: 10:40am-10:50am                                                                                      

Observer: Larissa                                                                       Setting: Dance class @ Daycare Center.   

 

Victor was sitting with his back against the wall along with his classmates. Mrs. Doris called him up by 

saying “Victor, come on up”. Victor answered by using his left hand as support to stand up and walked 

fast to the starting line as Mrs. Doris shouts “nice and slow Victor, you got balance”. Victor smiles. He 

stopped for a second before placing his left foot on top of a plastic steppingstone with the number 1 on it. 

He kept going placing one foot in front of the other, following the sequence of numbers. His arms were 

lifted, and his body wiggled a bit while balancing on one foot after the other. When he reached 

steppingstone number 4, he lost balance and regained it by placing the other foot on the carpet for support. 

At the end of this part of the circuit, Victor bent both knees a bit and jumped over the finish line. As he 

jumped, his arms moved away from his body as he landed with both feet apart from each other. He moved 

to the next part of the circuit, where shapes were placed along a line: the first one on the right side of it 

and going forward the second one on the left, and so forth totaling 6 shapes. Victor jumped from one shape 

to the next, slightly bending his knees while moving his arms away from his body as he jumped. At the 

third shape, Victor had to stop a bit before jumping to the next shape. At the end of the circuit, Victor 

walked on the tip of his toes back to the spot he was sitting before. 

 

10/13/2021, 9:30am – Free choice play at classroom  

Victor was sitting at the table by himself. He picks a coloring book and flips through the pages until he 

finds a picture of Captain America. He stands up, walks towards the teacher, and says: “I want this picture, 

please.” The teacher rips the page and gives it to him, to which he responds, “thank you”. He sits back at 

the table and using his right hand he picks up a yellow marker and starts coloring. His left hand holds the 

paper, and when is time to pick a different marker, he goes for a blue one. Victor’s eyes are focused on 

the task at hand, he colors the picture making sure he stays inside the lines. When he is done coloring the 

whole picture, Victor holds the scissor with his right hand and cuts throughout the outline of the superhero, 

throwing the left-over paper in the garbage. He hands the teacher the cutout of the picture and she asks, 
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“please write your name”. Victor answers “okay” and writes his name on the back of it using an uppercase 

letter V followed by lowercase letters.  

 

10/18/2021, 11am – Outside recess 

Anna invites Victor to play ball with her. Victor smiles and shouts “davail” which means “c’mon” in 

Russian. He walks towards her, walking and balancing himself on the balls of his feet. He joins in the play 

by kicking the ball with his right foot. As the ball moves away from him, Victor spins his body and falls 

towards the ground, but rapidly stops himself from falling completely by placing the palms of his two 

hands on the ground. Anna yells at him “no kick, catch the ball!”. Victor is given another chance. He grabs 

the ball with both hands, moving both arms over his head and backwards, and throws the ball for Anna. 

The ball hits Anna’s legs, and Victor shouts “I’m sorry”. 

 

10/21/2021, 10 am – Circle time, inside of the classroom 

Victor stands up when the teacher asks everybody to spread out over the carpet. The teacher announces, 

“we are going to play “Simon Says”. Remember to listen carefully for the directions and only move when 

I say, “Simon Says”. Victor is shuffling around impatiently and looks around the room. The teacher says 

directions such as “Simon says… touch your nose!” and Victor promptly follows them. Next the teacher 

shouts “Simon Says… jump on one foot!”. Victor clumsily hops on one foot, his arms swing upwards, not 

bending his knees and landing flat-footed with his heel first.  

 

11/01/2021, 9:50 – Math Center 

Victor was sitting alongside 3 peers and the teacher for math center time. Today they are learning about 

AB patterns. After modeling how to create an AB pattern bracelet, the teacher instructs the students to 

pick two colors of beads and a pipe cleaner to make their own. Victor chooses a green pipe cleaner, and 

red and green beads. He holds the pipe cleaner with his left hand and using a pincer grasp with his right 

hand, he picks the beads one by one making sure he is alternating the colors. When he is done, he tells the 

teacher “I’m done, can you help me to close? (sic)”. The teacher holds the bracelet and while measuring 

it on Victor’s wrist she says “Victor, I loved the colors you used for your pattern!”. Victor smiles and 

exclaims “yes, this are my favorite colors! (sic)”.  
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Descriptive Review 
 

Victor demonstrates the ability to use fine motor skills by efficiently and purposefully using 

markers, pencils, and scissors. He shows preference for using his right hand and right foot. Victor uses a 

lateral quadrupod grip when holding markers or pencils. He manipulates small objects with ease by using 

a pincer grasp to hold small beads, using hands independent of each other to complete tasks. Victor 

displays dexterity and eye-hand coordination to hold objects, such as the marker and turning the pages of 

a book. He writes his name by himself using uppercase and lowercase letters, as well as scribble symbols 

such as letters and numbers. 

Regarding gross motor skills, Victor displays perceptual motor abilities, eye-hand and eye-foot 

coordination. He participates in a series of large motor movements and activities. He kicks the ball easily 

and uses both arms in a back-and-forth swing motion to create momentum to throw the ball to a friend. 

When walking and running, Victor mostly uses heel to toe progression, but every so often Victor walks 

on the balls of his feet. He shows good balancing when walking, however when jumping or rotating his 

body, Victor displays clumsy movements that sometimes cause him to lose balance. He possesses good 

directional awareness skills, such as when playing the game “Simon Says”, he followed the teacher’s 

directions promptly. Victor can perform basic movements such as standing on one foot for a short amount 

of time and can walk forward in a straight line, showing reflex response for balancing with the hands 

outstretched. As noticed throughout different moments of the dance activity, he seemed to lack a bit of 

steadiness while performing the activity, as his body wiggled, and his arms were flexed up as he moved 

from one steppingstone to the next. As opposed to other children of the same age as Victor, who showed 

a steady movement while moving through the steppingstones and had their arms open wide pointing out 

in a straight line to the side of their bodies to help with balance. Another aspect I notice a difference 

between Victor and children of the same age, is when he jumps over the finish line. Victor can bend his 

knees slightly before jumping, but lands with both feet apart as opposed to being able to land with his feet 

close together. Also, when hopping on one foot, Victor lacks the reflex of bending his knees before 

hopping and not adding to the impulse of hopping by swinging his arms upwards. 
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EMOTIONAL DEVELOPMENT - objective Observations 

RUNNING RECORD 

Child’s name: Victor                              Age: 3 years and 7 months old                           Date: 10/12/2021 

Observer: Larissa Barba                                                           Setting: Outdoor Recess @ Daycare Center 

 

Time Events  Comments/Interpretation 

 

11:40am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

End: 

10:50am 

 

 

 

Victor is on the playground of the daycare setting he 

attends. He is collecting big waffle blocks from the inside 

of a playhouse.  

 

At first, the blocks do not seem to go together but Victor 

keeps trying until each block is connected to the next, and 

he builds 2 cubes/boxes. 

 

 

He says to the teacher “remember you said my car is 

nice?”. The teacher replies “Yes, yesterday I saw you in 

your car and I told you it was a nice car”. 

 

Victor picks up another block and places it on the side of 

the boxes, creating a connection between them. 

 

Sophia and Anna approach Victor by sitting on top of the 

boxes. Victor’s face turns into a frown and he says, “stop 

guys, go away from my area!”. The girls start laughing 

and Victor’s voice becomes louder.  

 

 

This time he speaks in Russian “nyet, perestan”. 

 

 

 

The teacher asks him “why don’t you want them to play 

with you?” to which he responds “I don’t want them to 

break the toys.” 

 

 

Victor is playing by himself. 

(Solitary play) He can play 

independently. 

 

Victor shows persistence and 

problem-solving skills (emotional 

development) 

 

 

Victor can recall information. 

(Cognitive development) 

 

 

Victor adds up to his block 

structure. (bridging) 

 

Victor is able to use language to 

express his feelings. He got easily 

upset and expressed his 

frustrations. (language and social 

development) 

 

Victor was able to switch from 

English to Russian. He said “no, 

stop”. (language development) 

 

Victor names the reason why he 

did not want to play with others at 

that moment. (emotional 

development) 
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ANECDOTAL RECORD 

10/14/2021, 9:20am – Classroom free play time  

Victor was playing a memory game with Justin and Leo. Victor flips two cards and gets a match. His face 

opens in a big smile as he exclaims “I got a match!”. Justin goes next and flips 3 cards, one after the other. 

Victor stops for a second, looks at Justin and says “no, that’s cheating, you can flip only two cards!”. 

Justin ignores him and says “Look, I got a match”. Victor starts yelling and repeats “not fair, give it to 

me!”. Justin moves the card away and starts pushing Victor. Victor starts crying and walks over to a 

different corner of the room, where he sits against the wall and cries while saying out loud “Justin I am 

not your friend, I am not gonna (sic) play with you ever again”. 

 

10/20/2021, 9:45 am – Small group meeting 

Victor is sitting with 3 other friends and the teacher for small group time. The teacher places a medium 

sized pumpkin, cut in half in the middle of the table and explains to the children what each part of the 

pumpkin is. She says “At circle time, we were looking at the outside of the pumpkin, remember? The shell 

was orange and hard, and we touched the lines along of it remember?”. Victor is attentively looking at the 

teacher and nods his head in agreement to her statement. “For each of the lines, there is a strand of seeds 

on the inside and there you have it, the pulp of the pumpkin. Who would like to touch it?” the teacher 

continues. Victor smiles and says “me!”. With both hands, he digs into the pumpkin and grabs a big portion 

of it. He exclaims “it’s so slimy and wet!”, with a satisfied expression on his face at this discovery. The 

teacher says “Yes, good observation Victor. Together, we are going to remove all the pulp of the pumpkin 

from the inside. After, I will clean up the seeds and roast them so we can have a nice snack”. Victor doesn’t 

seem to notice this comment, as he keeps working to transfer the pumpkin’s pulp to a container. 

 

10/26/2021, 11:00 am – Classroom  

Victor is sitting on the carpet and working on a bug themed floor puzzle. He is putting the pieces together 

one by one, working his way from the outside of the puzzle to the center. At some point, he tries over and 

over to fit one of the pieces in to the wrong spot, and he says to teacher “I don’t know this piece, it doesn’t 

fit.”. The teacher is busy helping another friend in the art center, so she says “Remember we did that 

puzzle last week together? What strategy can we use to figure out where the pieces go?”. Victor reflects 

for a bit and after a couple seconds, he grabs the puzzle box to look at the picture on it. He studies the 

image and walks back to the carpet, examining the remaining pieces. He tries again to fit the same piece 
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from before, suddenly he turns it right side up and to his delight, it fits. He laughs and says, “I did it!”. 

From the other side of the room, the teacher exclaims “great job! I knew you could do it by yourself.” 

 

Descriptive Review 
 

Victor displays a good sense of fairness and understanding of rules. For instance, when playing 

the memory game, he knew that on someone’s turn, you only get to flip two cards at a time. Victor shows 

signs of interpersonal skills at the task of building blocks and putting the puzzle together, demonstrating 

persistence and problem-solving skills. He does not give up on the first try, even though it might not be 

working. He does not let himself become overwhelmed by frustration. Instead, he keeps trying until he 

can solve the problem.  

 Victor shows independence and the ability to entertain himself when he engages in solitary play. 

He shows curiosity and interest in natural processes, such as when the teacher showed the class the inside 

of the pumpkin and the outside. He seemed confident in exploring the sensory activity, and happy to do 

so.  

Victor expresses pride and excitement in his achievements, verbally and physically. He shows and 

expresses a wide range of emotions. He is mostly happy, but at times Victor’s mood can be easily affected 

by others, such as when he was playing the memory game and the friend did something Victor did not 

agree with. In another example, his emotions also changed quickly from being happy to angry when the 

girls entered his play area. While on one occasion he was able to verbally express his feelings and explain 

the reason behind the fact he did not want to play with girls, another time he let his emotions get the best 

of him and cried by himself instead of looking for comfort from someone else. In general, he did not 

demonstrate physical aggression at any point, instead he expressed his emotions verbally and with an 

intense emotional response (crying).  
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SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT - objective Observations 

 

CHECKLIST 

Child’s Name: Victor Age: 4 

Date: 10/19/2021 Observer: Larissa Barba 

 

Skills Usually Developing Not yet Comments 

Approaches others positively  X  Sometimes Victor will interrupt a game 

to be noticed by peers 

Shares toys and tools  X  Victor has difficulty sharing toys at times 

Takes turns X   When asked by a teacher he will agree to 

take turns with friends 

Talks about family  X   Victor talks about siblings and parents 

constantly 

Engages in cooperative play X   Victor usually plays with the same 

friends 

Has reciprocal conversations with 

peers 

X   Victor engages in conversation with 

friends during dramatic play 

Shows empathy and kindness X   Victor talks to friends that are feeling sad 

and tries to help them 

Uses manners (please/thank you) X   Victor is very polite 

 

 

10/21/2021, 9:30am – Circle time 

Victor is sitting on the rug surrounded by his peers. The teacher is reading the book “Llama Llama Misses 

Mama” by author Anna Dewdney. As the reading progresses, Victor’s facial expression shifts from happy 

to sad, as the character of the book feels sad or happy. At the end of the story, when the character’s mom 

comes to school to pick up the Little Llama, Victor smiles. The teacher asks “why was the Little Llama 

feeling so sad?”. One of Victor’s classmates answers “because he wanted his mom.” The teacher replies 

“what could the Little Llama do to feel less sad next time?”. Victor raises his hand and says, “he could 

play with friends or color a picture”. The teacher says, “well done guys”. 

 

10/27/2021, 11:30am – Outdoor recess 

Victor is playing with Aiden in the playground. They are getting ready to start playing together, but 

suddenly, they start yelling at each other in Russian. The teacher approaches them and asks what is going 

on. Aiden answers, “we are playing ‘PJ Masks” and I want to be Cat Boy, but Victor wants to be Cat Boy 

too”. The teacher suggests “what about we put a 5-minute timer on, and you guys take turns being Cat 



10 
 

Boy?”. Both boys look at each other and agree that is a good idea. Victor’s eyes widen up and he shouts, 

“what about we be (sic) Cat Boy at the same time?”. The teacher says, “that is even a better idea!”. Victor 

and Aiden head towards the slides and start playing together. 

 

01/11/2021, 10:00 - Art Center  

Victor was painting with watercolors during art center time. The teacher is at the same table with him and 

two other kids. Victor says, “do you know there’s a Costco in Florida?”. The teacher says “yes, you are 

right. There are Costco stores in lots of different places.” Victor continues “my mom bought snacks there 

on the vacation (sic) and I went with her. My brother Andrew bought a Nerf Gun. I like Florida but my 

grandma could not come with me”. Victor has a sad expression on his face, and the teacher says, “but 

remember how much fun you had?”. Victor nods and continues painting his picture.  

 

Descriptive Review 

Victor is a social child, developing new skills every day through interactions with his environment, 

adults, and peers. He holds conversations with teachers and peers, and most of the time, seeks guidance 

from them. Victor engages in cooperative play with other children; however, he shows preference for 

playing with the same 2 friends over and over. At times, Victor has difficulty approaching peers engaged 

in play. Instead of asking nicely if he can join them, he will try to get their attention in a negative way by 

disrupting their play.  

Mostly, Victor will accept compromise with assistance and use pro-social strategies to resolve 

conflicts. For instance, he was the one that came up with the idea that both friends could be Cat Boy at 

the same time, instead of just taking turns. This situation shows his ability to compromise as well as the 

building of an arsenal of problem-solving skills.  

Victor shows the ability to transition easily between different routine activities throughout the day, 

from circle time to center time and recess time. He participates during group activities, showing interest 

and engagement in the learning process. He is polite and uses manners such as Please and Thank you 

when appropriate. 

Victor expresses his emotions through words and with facial expressions. He shows the ability to 

understand and share the feelings of others. During the reading of the Little Llama book, he displayed 

facial expressions that matched the feelings being described in the book, therefore demonstrating empathy.  



11 
 

Victor understands he is a part of a family and mentions them very often during classroom 

activities. He shows healthy attachments to the significant adults in his life (e.g., mom, grandma) and the 

connection he has to his siblings. He displays excitement when describing events in family life such as 

vacations and outings. Victor’s strong emotional foundations allow him to have confidence in exploring 

and making new discoveries, as well as build relationships with people outside of his family circle. 

He displays geographical awareness about locations in America. He understands that Florida is a 

different state, and that Costco can have different locations.  
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CREATIVE DEVELOPMENT & INDIVIDUALITY - objective 

Observations 

 

10/25/2021, 9am – Library Center 

Victor walked over to the blue and yellow bookshelf, placed in the reading corner of the classroom. He 

picked up a book named “Things That Go” and sat on a big orange bean chair. As he looks at the pictures 

in the book, he tells the teacher “Ms. O, do you know I saw a construction truck like this one on the 

sidewalk when I was driving in my car with my mom?”. The teacher walks over to him and points out that 

truck is called an excavator. She asks him “would you like me to sit with you and tell you the name of the 

trucks?”. With a big smile on his face and excitement in his voice, Victor exclaims “yes that’s a good 

idea!”. As the teacher points out to each picture and says the name of each object, Victor is attentively 

looking and listening, every now and then he will say the name of a truck known to him. When the activity 

is over, Victor asks the teacher “Can you make a construction truck for me on a white paper? I want to 

take it home and show it to my mom”. The teacher says yes, and they head over to one of the tables and 

start working on the drawing of the truck Victor wants. When the teacher is done, Victor colors the picture 

using crayons and markers. He adds some circles around it, making sure to not draw on top of the truck’s 

picture. 

10/28/2021, 11:20am – Outdoor recess 

Victor is outside on the playground, stacking large waffle blocks together. He tries fitting the blocks, but 

it does not seem to fit. However, Victor tries different positions until he is able to build a rectangular 

structure. Sophia is bringing over kid size plastic chairs, which Victor places inside the block structure. 

Justin approaches them and asks, “can I play here?”. Victor answers “yes, this is a computer station. You 

can sit on that chair”. He pulls down one of the blocks in front of the chairs and shows Justin how to pull 

it down to make a tray table. Victor walks over to the toy kitchen and brings some toy foods. He gives 

some to Justin, and places some on his own makeshift tray table. He pretends to eat a toy muffin and says 

“hmm, so yummy”. 

11/03/2021, 10:30am - Art Class 
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Victor was having Art Class. On the table, there were paper punches for different shapes, construction 

paper of different colors, wiggly eyes, scissors, and glue. Victor is working on using the paper cutter to 

make squares, triangles, and circles. Aiden asks him “can I have a red square please?” and Victor answers 

“yes of course”. When Victor looks satisfied with the number of shapes he has in his tray, he opens a glue 

stick and starts pasting the shapes on the paper. He does not follow a specific pattern; he just adds the 

shapes to the paper as he pleases. As a finishing touch, Victor adds 2 pairs of wiggly eyes to the top of the 

picture, one pair slightly bigger than the other, and smiling he says “I am done! This is so much fun”.   

11/02/2021, 9:20 – Free Play time  

Victor is playing by himself. He is sitting on the blue carpet holding a stuffed doll named “Elf” and in 

front of him, there is a big red firetruck. Victor opens the ladder of the firetruck upwards and moves it at 

a 60-degree angle against the table. Next, he holds and moves his Elf doll up and down the ladder while 

making a siren sound with his mouth. Victor says to himself “my baby Elf is a firefighter today” and 

makes a whoosh sound and yells “Water! Water!”. He looks at the Elf and says, “good job Elf!” and next 

he gives it a tight hug. 

 

Descriptive Review 
 

Victor shows a strong preference for visual arts and play-based activities. He can be seen 

frequently at the dramatic play, library, and art centers, where he spends a lot of his free time. Victor 

enjoys mark making and coloring using different materials such as markers and crayons. He also enjoys 

cutting paper using scissors (which is a skill he has mastered) and paper punches, making a collage with 

the paper pieces and two pairs of wiggly eyes (see Work Samples).  

Victor actively engages in investigation of interest areas, connecting prior to new knowledge. He 

enjoys reading books and being read to. He displays his imaginative skills when playing by himself or 

with friends, creating new scenarios for pretend play. He has an “Elf on the Shelf ©” doll which he refers 

to as “his baby”. Victor exhibits interest in taking objects and materials apart and attempts to reassemble 

them, such as waffle blocks, which he uses to build structures that serve a specific goal (e.g. ‘computer 

station’ [see Work Samples]). He shows persistence and modifies strategies used to complete a task, such 

as when building with blocks. By building with blocks, Victor is also experimenting with math concepts 

such as geometry, architecture, engineering, and science concepts relative to balance and gravity. 
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Victor’s passion for the activities mentioned above seemed long-term throughout the observation 

period, since he kept seeking them out on his own time and again. He shows his individuality by being 

able to express his wants and needs. Victor puts his creativity into action not only when doing visual arts 

activities, he is also able to bring it into another areas for creation. He displays innovative thinking when 

creating structures out of the waffle blocks. His idea of a computer station with a table tray was creative, 

and most likely inspired from his vacation trips in an airplane.  
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COGNITIVE AND LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT - objective 

Observations 

10/12/2021, 11:40 – Outdoor Recess 

Victor is on the daycare’s playground. He is collecting big waffle blocks from the inside of a playhouse. 

At first, the blocks do not seem to go together but Victor keeps trying until each block is connected to the 

next, and he builds 2 cubes/boxes. He says to the teacher “remember you said my car is nice?”. The teacher 

replies “Yes, yesterday I saw you in your car and I told you it was a nice car”. Victor picks up another 

block and places it on the side of the boxes, creating a connection between them. Sophia and Anna 

approach Victor by sitting on top of the boxes. Victor’s face turns into a frown, and he says, “stop guys, 

go away from my area!”. The girls started laughing and Victor’s voice becomes louder. This time he 

speaks in Russian “nyet, perestan”, which in English means “No, stop it!”. The teacher asks him “why 

don’t you want them to play with you?” to which he responds, “I don’t want them to break the toys.” 

10/19/2021, 9:40 am – Table time activity  

Victor is sitting at the table with his peer Steven. They are about to play a board game named “snakes and 

ladders”. Victor throws the die and moves his counter the right number of times. When it is Steven’s turn, 

he starts making silly faces and throws the die high which causes it to fall off on the floor. Victor’s face 

turns serious as Steven is giggling, and Victor says in a firm tone “Steven, do you want to play this game 

the baby way or the big kid way?”. Steven answers “I am not a baby!”, to which Victor responds, “So you 

have to play nice and gently, just like me”.  

10/27/2021, 9am – Dance and Movement time  

Victor was taking part in the dance and movement time with his peers. The class danced together to “The 

Wheels in the Bus” and “Head, Shoulders, Knees and Toes”. The last song was “Open, Shut Them” by 

Super Simple Songs. In one of the verses when the song sings “Loud and quiet”, Victor sings it each word 

with the equivalent word in Russian. On the next verse when it sings “please, no thank you”, Victor does 

the same thing. On the next round of the song, he switches back again to English, singing with everybody 

else. 

11/02/2021, 11:15pm – Outdoor recess 
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Victor is riding the trike in the playground area. There is a newly made sidewalk along the area of where 

the slides and swings are, and Victor is riding it along all the way. He starts off by riding it slowly, and 

little by little he increases the speed. On one of the rounds, Victor notices there is a bump on the corner, 

and he keeps going over it. One of the friends asks, “can I go now?” and Victor says “no, it is my turn 

now”. He increases the speed one more time and when he goes over the bump, the trike slightly turns to 

the left. Victor makes a surprised face and stops shortly. He starts laughing loudly and says, “that was 

fun!”.  

11/04/2021, 9:30am – Table time activity  

Victor is sitting at the table with the teacher and a peer. Both students have a small wooden tray filled with 

orange sand in front of them and a clean paint brush. The teacher selects several laminated cards of 

numbers and letters and gives some to Victor and some to his peer. Victor starts by placing the card with 

the K in a slot in the tray and using the brush he traces the letter in the sand. The teacher asks, “do you 

know what letter is that Victor?”, to which he responds “yes that is my mom’s letter, K for Karina”. The 

next card is letter H, which Victor can trace but not recognize. The next card is the number 4, and after 

tracing Victor smiles and says in an animated tone “I am 4”, as he counts four fingers on his hand and 

holds them up to show to the teacher. The last card is letter A, and after tracing it in the sand, Victor says 

“This is A for Andrew”. The teacher says, “great job Victor, you are right that is your brother’s Andrew 

initial”. 

Descriptive Review 
 

Victor displays proficiency in both the Russian and English language, being able to switch between 

them easily. He does show a preference in communicating in Russian at stressful times, such as when he 

is feeling upset. At times, he switches the language he is speaking just for fun, such as when he was singing 

along with the song “Open, Shut them”.  

Independently of the language, Victor can verbally express his wants and needs, as well as feelings 

of frustration if something is not going the way he likes. He can also name the reason why he does not 

like or want something, which demonstrates both language and cognitive development. 

Victor demonstrates good memory skills, being able to recall information about what happened 

during a different day. He can recall the words and rhymes for popular songs, and often sings along with 
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them. Victor is curious and has the will to explore the properties of objects and to test his understanding 

of the world. For instance, when he was riding the trike, he increased the speed little by little, and kept 

going over the bump to see what would happen. When the trike almost tipped over to the side, he did not 

feel scared instead he laughed and thought it was funny.  

Victor can recognize familiar letters and numbers. He demonstrates an understanding that letters 

make up names, such as his mom’s name or even his brother’s. He demonstrates the understanding of 

cardinality when he counted his fingers up to 4 and stopped when he reached the desired amount; and 

when he was playing the board game and moved only the right number of houses specified in the die. 

Victor displays independence and creativity when he engages in solitary play. He can imagine and 

create different scenarios for play. He shows an understanding of rules and can explain it in clear terms to 

other friends, such as when he was playing the game snakes and ladders. Victor takes the role of “teacher” 

when instructing Steven on how to properly play the game. 

Victor’s cognitive and language development go hand in hand as he has confidence to explore his 

environment and keep learning from it. He can understand and be understood in his interactions with peers 

and teachers, he shows a wide range of vocabulary words, going from simple to more complex, such as 

the word “gently”. Having school-age brothers certainly contributes to his language development, as he 

listens and interacts with them at home. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



18 
 

CHILD WORK SAMPLES 

Work Sample 1 - Name Writing 
 

 
Victor demonstrates fine motor skills when he uses his right hand to hold the marker in a lateral 

quadrupod grip, as he writes his name using an uppercase V letter followed by lowercase i,c,t,o,r letters. 

He writes an uppercase C that stands for the first letter of his last name.  

In addition to control over fine motor skills, Victor demonstrates control over large muscles on his 

neck, shoulder, and trunk which offer the needed stability for the hands and fingers to be able to complete 

the writing. 

Victor displays cognitive skills, as he can recall the letters needed for his name, as well as hand-

eye coordination that allow him to carry out the task. He still needs much practice regarding his letter 

formation skills, but it is a good sign he shows interest in drawing symbols and letters, which are 

steppingstones for later reading and writing skills. 
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Work Sample #2 – Still Life Art & Watercolor Painting 
 

 

During art class, Victor is exploring the properties of watercolor paint. There are different colors 

and sizes of apples on the table. Victor is using markers and watercolors to recreate what he sees in front 

of him. Victor displays hand-eye coordination and the ability to draw circles and other squiggly shapes. 

He demonstrates visual discrimination as he can differentiate the sizes and colors of the apples he sees, to 

the best of his abilities. On the other hand, he adds some of his creativity and imagination by painting 

some of the apples purple, blue or gray.  

The still life art activity can be limiting for students because there is a specific result for what it 

should look like. Victor did not let that stop him from adding his own ideas and personal touches to it, 

while at the same time working on his fine motor skills during the process. 
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Work Sample #3 – Waffle Block Structure 
 

 

As it can be noticed throughout the observations in this paper, one of Victor’s favorite games to 

play during outdoor recess is creating structures out of big size waffle blocks. In the picture above, Victor 

labeled his structure as a “computer station”. He and his peer placed chairs inside of the structure, and he 

demonstrated to a friend how to pull down the red and blue blocks facing upward, to have what resembles 

a “table tray”. 

Victor exercises his creativity and self-expression, demonstrating cognitive and gross motor skills 

when building with blocks. His imagination allows him to come up with a utility for the structure, which 

in this case was a “computer station”. His self-esteem benefits from this activity when he is successful in 

building. He is also experimenting with math concepts such as geometry and problem-solving skills when 

he needs to figure out how to fit the pieces to make shape “X” or “Y”. Victor is testing out hypothesis and 

scientific reasoning skills, exploring concepts such as engineering, architecture, balance, and gravity. 

Victor is interacting with peers as they work together towards a common goal which is to finish the block 

structure accordingly to their vision. 
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SUMMARY OF CHILD CASE STUDY  

Victor is a sociable and charismatic child. He can work independently (solitary play) and 

cooperatively with others (cooperative play). He understands the concept of turn taking, although at times 

he has difficulty giving the turn to another peer. He can compromise with assistance and demonstrates 

good understanding of rules. Victor says please and thank you, showing his manners. Most of the time 

Victor expresses his wants and needs verbally, but every now and then he has a strong emotional response 

which can get in the way of verbal communication. 

Victor’s language development is going well. He can communicate in English and Russian, the 

latter still being the preferred language for expressing himself. He can translate words from one language 

to the other in real time, showing his understanding of the relations between the words in two different 

languages. 

Victor shows signs of appropriate cognitive development for his age. He displays spatial awareness 

skills and understanding of directional skills. Victor puts in the effort to investigate areas of interest. He 

shows interest in books and looks for guidance from adults. He recognizes several letters and numbers, 

and all the letters in his name. In addition, he can write his name independently. Victor displays confidence 

in exploring the environment and shows engagement in his own learning. He is curious and is not afraid 

to take risks and test out hypothesis.  

Victor’s gross and fine motor skills are developing fine. He demonstrates control over large 

muscles when walking or hopping. However, when performing movements such as jumping or running, 

he demonstrates a certain difficulty in keeping his balance and at times can be clumsy. He can string beads 

and use scissors and glue effectively, which shows control over fine motor skills and hand-eye 

coordination. He can complete puzzles independently and make structures out of blocks. He can ride the 

trike and other playground equipment with ease. He can throw, kick and catch a ball which demonstrates 

gross motor skills as well as eye-hand and eye-foot coordination. 

 

 

 



22 
 

COMMENTARY 

I decided to observe Victor this semester because of his sweet and lighthearted personality. His 

curiosity for the environment was contagious not only to me but also to his peers. Victor is always very 

loving towards others, giving hugs to the teachers or to his friends. He loves to play and when he is playing, 

one can notice how much of an imagination and talent he has. He is smart and bright, and I felt that he 

would be a great subject for me to observe and learn more about. 

Over the semester, I have noticed Victor widening his range of interests. He still loves play-based 

activities, but lately, he has been spending lots of time coloring, reading books at the library center, and 

showing more interest in writing and learning about letters and numbers. He also shows interest in games 

with rules, such as memory games, dominoes, or snakes and ladders. His attention span has also increased, 

and his fine motor skills are getting stronger as he practices using the scissors, glue, and mark-making 

using different mediums such as crayons, markers, and coloring pencils. Victor has extended his play to 

include other peers, besides the only two friends he used to play with at the beginning of the school year. 

The classroom environment plus the support of his family allows him to have confidence in himself and 

his abilities, as he grows stronger and smarter every day. 

The first activity I would recommend for supporting Victor’s physical development, is to provide 

him with more opportunities to exercise his gross motor skills and body awareness. Some ideas are yoga, 

dancing to choreographed and non-choreographed songs together as a group, games like Simon Says, 

Freeze Dance, or Hopscotch. Also, I would suggest to his family lots of outside play, riding a bike as well 

as the practice of a team sport such as soccer. 

I would also like to recommend lots of literacy activities, to help strengthen Victor’s cognitive and 

language development. Letter writing, rhyming and poems, phonics, and fun games that would keep his 

interest while at the same time having fun. I would also recommend to his family to keep speaking to him 

in Russian, reading books, and singing songs to help Victor become truly fluent; otherwise, he might lose 

some of his Russian language abilities when he leaves the environment of the daycare and goes off to 

public school. 

Finally, my recommendation for Victor’s classroom teachers is to provide him with diverse 

materials and opportunities for block building. He already shows a big interest and creativity in building 

with waffle blocks. I would suggest that the teachers increase the variety of blocks offered in the block 
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center and add materials such as magnetic blocks, see-through blocks, bristle blocks, or even jumbo 

cardboard or wooden blocks. Such materials will widen Victor’s creative outlets as he keeps working on 

problem-solving skills, communication, math skills, and gross motor skills. To help strengthen his fine 

motor skills, I would also recommend the slow introduction of mini blocks, when the teachers feel is 

appropriate to do so. 

The most important lesson I take from this project is to use different windows of observation to 

truly understand a child. As mentioned in one of the chapters of “The Power of Observation” book, a child 

is like a plant; one cannot truly see how it will turn out by just seeing it a couple of times. There are 

different stages of growth and development, and they are all beautiful and worth witnessing. Having 

distinct opportunities to observe and interact with Victor showed me the multifaceted rays of his 

personality and taught me to appreciate him not only for who he is but also for who he can be. It truly 

helped me to see the world through his eyes and understand how to support him in overcoming challenges 

and continuing to succeed in areas he is at ease. Just like a plant that needs sun, water, and time to grow, 

a child will need time, love, patience, and support to blossom and develop. I plan on using all I have 

learned to continue to support not only Victor, but all my current and future students.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


