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1. Define Language 
 

2. What is the difference between human language and non-human animal 
communication? 
 
 

3. Were you told (read) stories as a child? What is the story telling (reading) 
tradition like in your community? Do you think it story telling (reading) is important 
for children? Why or why not? 

 
4. In what ways does identity and language socialization relate? 

 
5. Why do people maintain particular ways of speaking even if they know they will 

be stigmatized for it? 
 

6. How is language and culture related? 
 

7. Has there ever been a time when you (or anyone you know) were judged by the 
way you speak? Describe what happened. 
 

8. What does race have to do with language? 
 

9. How does your identity manifest in language? 
 

10. In what ways is language “gendered” in your community? 
 

11. Write a summary of the language planning in a country that has 2 or more official 
languages. 
 

12. What are your thoughts on bilingual education? 


