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Producer



Raising Money

How Much? On Average: 
–Musicals $6-25 million
–Plays $2.5 - 4 million



Raising Money

• Angel Investors

• Accredited Investors
–$25,000
–1 million net worth
– $200, 000 annual salary



Raising Money

• Budget to open!
• Raise that amount of money
• Once the show opens, use ticket sales to keep 

show going
• Extra money goes to the producers
• Once producers are all paid off, extra money 

divided up between the producers FOR EVER! 



Hiring Staff

• “Option” Play
• Director
• Stage Manager
• Supporting Artists
• Actors





Raising Money

–Wicked: Cost $14 million, makes 
between $1 -2 million per week. 



Non-Profit Theatre

-Grants
-Angel Investors
-Profits Reinvested 
Into Theatre







Reviews v. Critique





Professional Theatre Critics:



“Magnificent!”

“Kong himself is magnificent, 
and there is exciting and 
innovative theatrical 
imagination on show. But 
uneven storytelling and a 
patchy score means this 
musical punches well below 
its considerable weight.”



American Theatre: Black Bodies, White Writers

The lack of diversity in theatre criticism not only 
does a disservice to the field and the readers, but 
also to the playwrights and productions. ... 
Whatever degree of visibility some artists of color 
in the industry may attain doesn't make up for the 
fact that the racial status quo of criticism remains.



Ben Brantley, 
New York Times 
Theatre Critic

''Wicked'' does not, alas, speak 
hopefully for the future of the 
Broadway musical.

"Loved the shoes. Loathed the 
show. O.K., I exaggerate. I 
didn't like the shoes all that 
much."





Why Bother?



Review
• What percentage of Broadway shows make a profit?
• What is the B’Way producer’s primary responsibility?
• Angel v. Accredited Investors
• What happens to the profits of non-profit theatres?
• How could a producer (illegally) make money with a 

flop?
• Review v. Critique
Homework:
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