
A biographical article gives information about the author’s life.  


If you use a biographical article, be sure that the biographical or information 
material you present is relevant to your thesis. Basic details about the 
birthplace and date of birth of an author or the name of his or her parents are 
probably not going to help support your thesis.


Biography in Context is a great database that offers one-stop shopping for 
information about authors and other well-known people. To try out the 
Biography in Context database, return to the Week 10 page. Click the 
Biography in Context link and enter the name of the author you want to write 
about.


For example, if you type in “James Joyce,” you will be brought to a page with 
numerous articles, critiques, and biographies about this author, which you can 
use as your secondary sources. You’ll find links to 2 websites, 8 biographies, 
52 academic journals, 89 magazine articles, and 344 news items. 


For fun, try entering the name of your favorite rap artist or celebrity.





