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 “Another Evening at the Club," a short story by Alifa Rifaat, explores the intricacies of 

gender roles, societal expectations, and personal sacrifices in a patriarchal society. The narrative 

focuses on the life of Samia, a young woman who navigates the complexities of her arranged 

marriage to a wealthy, older man named Abboud Bey. 

 The story opens with a seemingly trivial incident: Samia misplaces an emerald ring, 

causing significant distress. Her husband's reaction to the loss highlights the power dynamics in 

their relationship. Abboud Bey's influence and control over Samia are evident as he swiftly takes 

charge, instructing her on what to say and do. This event becomes a catalyst, revealing the 

deeper issues within their marriage and the societal pressures Samia faces. 

 Rifaat effectively uses this incident to delve into broader themes of oppression and 

compliance. Samia's obedience and fear of her husband's authority reflect the limited autonomy 

women possess in her society. Her life is dictated by societal norms that prioritize the reputation 

and desires of men over the personal freedoms of women. The title, "Another Evening at the 

Club," underscores the repetitive and monotonous nature of Samia's existence, symbolizing the 

endless cycle of submission and sacrifice expected of her.  

 Through Samia's experiences, Rifaat critiques the patriarchal structures that confine 

women to subservient roles. The story serves as a poignant reminder of the silent struggles faced 

by women, urging readers to reflect on the ongoing quest for gender equality and the importance 

of challenging societal norms that perpetuate inequality. 

 


