The Unexpected Spark

“Literature is the art of discovering something extraordinary about ordinary people, and
saying with ordinary words something extraordinary” (Pasternak). In other words, literature
has the power to reveal something extraordinary about a regular character using relatable
language. In the short story “A Good Man is Hard to Find” by Flannery O’Connor, an ordinary
family meets a devasting fate when they encounter a serial killer on the side of the road, who is
anything but ordinary.

In the story, a family goes on a road trip and does not come back thanks to the selfish
manipulations of the main character, the grandmother. Because of her actions, they end up in a
car crash and meet up with a group of escaped convicts led by the remarkable Misfit. However,
an unexpected gesture reveals something extraordinary about both the grandmother and the
Misfit.

By any measure, this is an ordinary family. First, this is a typical nuclear family with
parents, children, and a grandmother. In addition, they engage in typical family conflicts. In this
case, the conflict is between where the grandmother wants to go and where the family wants
to go. It is clear from the text that the family is average in educational and economical level. For
example, when the family stops at Red Sam’s BBQ place, the grandmother reveals her
ignorance about the world in her conversation with Red Sam. “The old lady said that in her
opinion, Europe were to blame for the way things are now. She said the way you acted would

think we were made of money...” (O’Connor).



On the other hand, the Misfit shows himself to be a very unusual person. Although he is
a coldblooded murderer, he is a charismatic leader, who is philosophical, intelligent, and
worldly. He knows right from wrong and has chosen to be bad. He has chosen to be bad
because he lacks faith. For him, with out faith there is “... nothing for you to do but enjoy the
few minutes you got left the best way you can-by killing somebody or burning down his house
or doing some other meanness to him. No pleasure but meanness” (O’Connor).

Towards the end of the story when the grandmother and the Misfit come together, they
share an extraordinary moment of epiphany. For one single moment the selfish grandmother
breaks character and shows her compassion for the first time. At the same time, the Misfit
breaks character as the grandmother’s touch to his shoulder penetrates to his heart. In
conclusion, “A Good Man is Hard to Find” demonstrates how literature has the power to show

something extraordinary about ordinary people in relatable language.
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