ECONOMICS



“Economics is the study of the way people organize
themselves to sustain life and enhance its quality”

(Goodwin, Nelson, and Harris, 2019, 3).

“Economics is the science which studies human
behaviour as a relationship between ends and
scarce means which have alternative uses”

(Robbins, 1932, 16).



“Economics is the study of the way people organize
themselves to sustain life and enhance its quality”

(Goodwin, Nelson, and Harris, 2019, 3).

“Economics is the science which studies human
behaviour as a relationship between ends and
scarce means which have alternative uses”

(Robbins, 1932, 16).



how to make and evaluate claims

ARGUMENTATION



Facts

Verifiable and
consistently
validated true

Untested Claims

Verifiable but
haven’t been or

cannot presently
be

Opinions

An untestable
belief or
personal report



Facts Untested Claims Opinions

Freedom is best attained through democracy.

In representative democracies, people decide who will
make decisions on their behalf.

Anarchism results in the most equitable
distribution of any large scale method of
distribution.



Opinions Freedom is best attained through democracy.

In representative democracies, people decide who will
Facts Make decisions on their behalf.
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distribution of any large scale method of

Untested Claims distribution.



Positive
how the world is.

the sea level is rising.

it is 80 degrees farenheit in
this room.

Normative
how the world should be.

the government’s primary
focus should be climate
change.

it is too cold.
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Making a Claim
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* Premise: The sky is blue
— Can the premise be validated?
— Are the assumptions justified?
* Logic: The sea reflects the color of the sky
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Making a Claim
The sea is orange because the sky is orange.
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Making a Claim
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» Start from a premise/set of assumptions
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— Are they followed?



e Make a claim

e With your neighbor(s), locate the premise and the
logic.

e |sitvalid?
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