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ECE 209-L 

INFANT/ FAMILY CASE STUDY 
 

To enhance your skills as an infant professional, you will conduct research on an infant and family 
throughout this semester. You will gather information about the infant and their family, then apply 
what you have learned from class to paint a picture of the baby and the family. Instead of a final 
exam, you’ll write a Commentary Paper about a child in the context of their family and culture. You 
will complete the Infant/ Family Case Study in five stages: 

1. Initial Contact with the Family of an Infant Report 
2. Interview with a Family of an Infant Paper 
3. Observation of an Infant Paper 
4. Commentary Paper, Draft  
5. Commentary Paper, Final Paper 

 

INITIAL CONTACT WITH THE FAMILY OF AN INFANT REPORT 
complete & submit form on the last page of the Paper & Project Guidelines or on OpenLab 

 
The first step for your Infant/ Family Case Study is to find a family to work with. You should carefully 
choose the family. Select a family who: 

1. Has a child who was born between March 2019 and July 2020 and is two to 18 months old  
2. Is willing to meet with you several times during the semester 
3. Enjoys talking to you about their child  
4. Lives near enough to you (or the school or your job) that you can complete this series of 

assignments conveniently 
5. Is not someone you already know well* 

After your approach the family to introduce yourself, explain the project, and ask if they are willing to 
participate complete the Initial Contact with the Family of an Infant Report, which is page 19 of your 
Assignment Guidelines and on Blackboard. 
 
*Choosing a family: 
It is okay for you to choose a family you know, but please do not use a relative or close friend for 
this assignment. We tend to have ideas and opinions about the people we know well. For this project, 
the goal is to learn about a family and child, and that will be easier to accomplish if you do not work 
with someone already close to you. If you know a family well who fits the age range and other 
criteria, please let me and/or your peers know so one of your colleagues can work with that 
family. 
 
When you contact the family via phone or in person, introduce yourself as a student at BMCC who is 
studying infant and toddler development and learning. Explain that you are approaching this 
assignment as a professional and will respect the family's privacy. Although you will ask questions 
about the child's birth and earliest years, family members are welcome to respond to only those 
questions that they wish to answer. You also will be doing an observation to get to know the child.  
Assure the family that you are not assessing the child.  
 
Please also explain that you are working within a tight time frame.  Make sure that the family can be 
available when you need them. Ask the family if they can be available for additional visits and phone 
calls in case you have questions or want to gather more than the minimum amount of information. 
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CONDUCTING & WRITING THE INTERVIEW WITH THE FAMILY 
 
Now it is time to get to know your family in more depth. To ensure everyone stays safe and healthy, 
conduct the visit remotely. Schedule an appointment with the family to talk by phone or video 
conference.  You will need about an hour to conduct the interview; you may need longer. During the 
interview, ask the family member for permission to take notes as you talk. If the family would like a 
note of introduction from me, please let me know. 
 
This interview is an opportunity to gather background material for your Commentary Paper. Here are 
some categories of questions to ask: 

• Pregnancy and birth  

• First weeks and self-regulation 

• Eating, sleeping, toilet learning 

• Ability to do new things (such as rolling over or reaching, for example) 

• Communication, including linguistic background, what languages the family speaks 

• Gaze and interest 

• Play activities 

• Relationships with key people, who child spends time with, who's important 

• Reactions to strangers 

• Temperament  

• Family culture, important beliefs and practices that affect childrearing 

• Anything else you think of or that the parent wants to tell you 
 
Try to conduct the interview as casually and conversationally as possible. Ask the family's permission 
to take notes during your interview. Together we will develop questions in class that will get the family 
members talking openly and in detail. Most people love to talk about their children when they know 
someone is respectful and interested. Please do not give advice.   
 
Conduct the interview as soon as you can – no later than October 4th-- so you have plenty of time to 
write up your notes from the interview in detail.  As you write your paper, do not write what you and 
the family said verbatim. Instead, summarize what you have learned from the interview for each 
question. 
 

Interview with the Family of an Infant Paper  
~3 pages, typewritten, double-spaced, 12 pt font, standard 1” margins 
 
In this 3-page paper, you will summarize your conversation with the family, sharing what you learned 
about the family and baby. This will lay the foundation of knowledge and information for your 
Commentary Paper. Use the notes from your interview to write a paper with the following 3 sections: 
Section 1: Introduction 
Section 2: Summary of the Interview 
Section 3: Conclusion 
 
Section 1: Introduction: 

• Begin your paper by describing: 
o Who was involved in the interview? 
o When the interview take place? (date and time) 
o Where the interview took place? 
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Section 2: Summary of the Interview 

• Include detailed information on the following topics: 
o Pregnancy and birth experience  
o First weeks of life  
o Eating, sleeping, eliminating/ toilet learning 
o Ability to do new things (such as rolling over or reaching, for example) 
o Gaze and interest 
o Play activities 
o Relationships with key people (who child spends time with, who's important) 
o Reactions to strangers 
o Communication (including linguistic background, what languages family speaks) 
o Temperament and self-regulation 
o Family culture, important beliefs and practices that affect childrearing 
o Anything else you think of or that the family wants to tell you 

Section 3: Conclusion 

• Close your paper with a concluding paragraph that explains: 
o What struck about the family when you when you were conducting the interview, 

reviewing the notes and/or reflecting on your interview while writing your paper? 
o How does what you learned during the interview connect to class? Make specific 

connections 
o What you hope to learn from your next visit with the family, which will be to observe the 

child? 
 
Assessment Rubric (1 point – must meet Learner in all tasks): 
ELEMENT NOVICE  LEARNER  COMPETENT  

INTRODUCTION The paper included info 
about when & where the 

interview took place 
&/or who was involved  

The paper included 
thorough info about when 
& where the interview took 
place & who was involved 

with rich, vivid details   

The paper included 
substantive info about when 
& where the interview took 
place & who was involved 

with rich, vivid details    

PREGNANCY,  
BIRTH 
EXPERIENCE,  
& 1st WEEKS OF 
LIFE 

The paper included info 
about the pregnancy, 
birth experience, &/or 

1st weeks of life  

The paper included 
thorough info about the 

pregnancy, birth 
experience & 1st weeks of 
life with rich, vivid details 

The paper included 
substantive info about the 

pregnancy, birth experience 
& 1st weeks of life with rich, 

vivid details & well-
developed examples 

EATING  
& SLEEPING 
PATTERNS 

The paper included info 
about the child’s eating 
&/or sleeping patterns  

The paper included 
thorough info about 
the child’s eating & 

sleeping patterns with rich, 
vivid details 

The paper included 
substantive info about 

the child’s eating & sleeping 
patterns with rich, vivid 

details & well-developed 
examples 

LEARNING, PLAY & 
INTERESTS 

The paper included info 
about the child’s ability 

to learn new things, 
interests & play  

The paper included 
thorough information 

about the child’s ability to 
learn new things, interests 

& play with rich, vivid 
details 

The paper included 
substantive info about the 
child’s ability to learn new 

things, interests & play with 
rich, vivid details & well-

developed examples 

REALTIONSHIPS 
& 

The paper included info 
about the child’s 

relationships with key 

The paper included 
thorough info about the 
child’s relationships with 

The paper included 
substantive info about the 

child’s relationships with key 
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REACTION TO 
STRANGERS 

people &/or reaction to 
strangers  

key people & reaction to 
strangers with rich, vivid 

details 

people & reaction to 
strangers with rich, vivid 
details & well-developed 

examples 

COMMUNICATION The paper included info 
about the family &/or 

child’s communication  

The paper included 
thorough info about the 

family & child’s 
communication with rich, 

vivid details 

The paper included 
substantive info about the 

family & child’s 
communication with rich, 

vivid details & well-
developed exampled  

TEMPERAMENT & 
SELF-REGULATION 

The paper included info 
about the child’s 

temperament & ability to 
self-regulate with few 

details 

The paper included 
thorough info about the 
child’s temperament & 

ability to self-regulate with 
rich, vivid details 

The paper included thorough 
info about the child’s 

temperament & ability to self-
regulate with rich, vivid 

details & well-developed 
examples 

CULTURE The paper included info 
about the family’s 

culture & childrearing 
practices with few 

details 

The paper included 
thorough info about the 

family’s culture & 
childrearing practices with 

rich, vivid details 

The paper included 
substantive info about the 

family’s culture & 
childrearing practices with 
rich, vivid details & well-

developed examples 

CONCLUSION The paper included 
reflections about what 
you learned from the 

interview &/or what you 
hope to learn during the 

observation 

The paper included 
thorough reflections about 
what you learned from the 
interview & what you hope 

to learn during the 
observation with rich, vivid 

details 

The paper included 
substantive reflections about 
what you learned from the 

interview & what you hope to 
learn during the observation 
with rich, vivid details & well-

developed examples 

CLARITY The paper was vague, 
disjointed, had few 

details, &/ or not easy to 
understand at times 

The paper was coherent, 
clear, organized, & had 

many rich, vivid supporting 
details 

The paper was coherent, 
clear, organized, had many 
rich, vivid supporting details  

& had been edited 

 

Conducting & Writing Observation of an Infant  
 
Now it is time to get to know the baby in more depth. To ensure everyone’s health and safety, the 

observation will be conducted virtually. Pick 1 video to watch and use this footage as your 

observation of an infant.  Pretend the baby in the video is the infant from your Infant/ Family Case 

Study family.   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C71gk7wi480&list=PLJl2Nb6ClvEGHs1WN2a33PjzaM4rPBN4G 

Your observation should be detailed, descriptive and as non-judgmental (objective). 
 
When watching the video look for the following: 

• Where the observation takes place? Describe the space in detail. Who was present?   

• What the baby look like – hair, skin, facial features, body type, and clothing? (if you have seen 
your Infant/ Family Case Study baby, you can describe them in detail) 

• What the baby does, in general, during your observation? 

• How the baby moves (please include all types of movements)? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C71gk7wi480&list=PLJl2Nb6ClvEGHs1WN2a33PjzaM4rPBN4G
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• What the baby looks at, gaze at? 

• What seems to attract the baby’s interest? How can you tell? 

• What toys, materials, and/or furniture the baby uses while you are observing? How? 

• How the baby vocalizes, including cries, babbling, and using real words? 

• What other ways the baby communicates, including facial expressions and gestures? 

• How the baby interacts with people including you? 

• What routines (eating, sleeping, toileting/ diapering, bathing, playing, transitions, etc.) you 
observe the family engage in? What happens during the routines? How does the baby react? 

• Anything else you notice. 
 
Try to notice and record scenarios. Capture the details of interactions between the baby and the 
environment, including the people in that environment.  
 

Observation of an Infant Paper  
~3 pages, type written, double spaced, standard 1” margins 
 
In this 3-page paper, you will summarize what you observed to share what you saw and learned 
about the infant. This will build on your foundation of knowledge and information for your Commentary 
Paper. Use the notes from your observation to write a paper that had the following three sections: 

• Section 1: Introduction 

• Section 2: Objective, Sequential Narrative Summary of the Observation 

• Section 3: Conclusion 
 

1. Introduction 
o Provide the following details about the observation: 

▪ Describe the setting of the observation. 

• Where did the observation take place?   
▪ Describe the physical space.   

• What furniture, materials, equipment were in the space?   

• How was the furniture, materials and equipment positioned/ arranged?  

• Who was present?   
▪ Describe the child.   

• How old is the child?   

• Describe the child’s physical appearance -- hair, skin, facial features, body 
type, and clothing.   

2. Objective, Sequential Narrative Summary of the Observation 
o Share a chronological overview of the baby’s actions during your observation.  
o Begin with what happened at the start of your observation.   
o Capture the baby’s behavior, interactions and reactions in descriptive vignettes, or short 

stories. You should include 4 vignettes/ short stories of what the babies did, and how, 
from your observation. These vignettes/ short stories should be presented in sequential 
order. They should describe the baby’s behavior in detail. 

▪ Use objective, non-judgmental language to describe the baby’s actions, 
interactions, and reactions. 

▪ Describe the baby’s behavior and reactions using rich vivid details so the reader 
can picture the baby’s actions.   

o Close with what happened at the end of the observation   
3. Conclusion 
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o Answer the following questions in the final paragraph: 
o What did you learn about the baby during your observation? 
o What struck you from the observation, either while you watching the video or when you 

were writing your paper? 
o How does this observation connect to what you have learned in class? Make specific 

connections 
 
Assessment Rubric (1 point – must meet Learner in all tasks): 
ELEMENT NOVICE  LEARNER  COMPETENT  

INTRODUCTION The paper offered 
vague &/ or unclear 
description of the 
setting &/or baby 

The paper included a 
thorough, description of 

the setting & baby 

The paper included a 
substantive description of the 
setting & child with many rich, 

vivid details 

CHRONOLOGICAL 
NARRATIVE 

The observation was 
written in sequential, 

narrative format 

The observation was 
written in sequential 

narrative format with 4 
detailed vignettes & what 

happens at the start & 
end of the observation 

The observation was written in 
sequential narrative format 
with 4 detailed vignettes & 

what happens at the start & 
end of the observation, & 
included a chronological 

overview of activities 

DESCRIPTION  
OF THE CHILD’S 
BEHAVIOR 

The paper vaguely 
described some of the 
child’s vocalizations, 

behavior, or interactions 
with & reactions to their 

environment 

The paper thoroughly 
described the child’s 

vocalizations, behavior, 
or interactions with & 

reactions to their 
environment. 

The paper substantively 
described the child’s 

vocalizations, behavior, or 
interactions with & reactions to 

their environment 

OBJECTIVE 
LANGUAGE 

The paper used some 
objective, non-

judgmental language. 

The paper mostly used  
objective, non-

judgmental language. 

The paper used objective, 
non-judgmental language 

throughout 

USE OF DETAILS The paper contained 
details to describe the 

child’s actions, 
reactions & interactions 
with their environment & 

people. 

The paper used rich, 
vivid details to describe 

the child’s actions, 
reactions & interactions 
with their environment & 

people 

The paper used many rich, 
vivid details to describe the 
child’s actions, reactions & 

interactions with their 
environment & people so the 
reader can picture the child. 

CONCLUSION The conclusion 
answered what was 

learned, was struck you 
or how the observation 

connected to class. 

The conclusion 
thoroughly answered the 
questions outlined with 
meaningful & reflective 

responses. 

The conclusion substantively  
answered the questions 

outlined with meaningful & 
reflective responses. 

CLARITY The paper was vague, 
disjointed, &/ or hard to 

follow at times. 

The paper was clear, 
organized & coherent. 

The paper was clear, 
organized, coherent & had 

been edited 

 

Commentary Paper Draft & Final Paper 
6+ pages, type written, double-spaced,12 pt font, 1” margins, APA format for citations 

 

In this paper you will have the opportunity to analyze all of that information you have gathered about 
the baby and family you studied to give a coherent and thoughtful picture of the infant in the context 
of their  family. You will describe the child and family in detail, then analyze your description based on 
what you have learned in class and assigned course readings. You will compare what you have 
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learned about the baby and family to what you have read learned in the class.  Over the course of this 
semester, you have gathered information about the child and family in the following ways: 

1. By interviewing/ talking to family members. 
2. By observing the baby and family. 
3. Interacting with the baby 

 

Stage I: Commentary Paper Draft  
• Reread your Interview with the Family of an Infant Paper and Observation of an Infant Paper. 

Decide what you want to include from each paper.  

• Look over your course readings and materials. Mark pages in assigned course readings, other 
readings you have done on your own, and other materials from class. Note where in your 
paper you will want to include those ideas or quotations. 

• Review your class notes. Decide how they support or are in contrast to what you have said in 
your papers so far. 

• Cite your readings whenever you refer to one.  See the APA Guideline starting on page 15. 
 
When developing your draft, ask yourself the following questions: 

1. Is it complete? Have you written and analyzed about: 

• The child's appearance  

• The child's prenatal history, birth, and early days 

• Developmental domains 

• Play & learning 

• The family & cultural practices 
2. Does the paper refer to six assigned course readings, and class materials?  
3. Are observations and interpretations non-judgmental (objective) and respectful of the baby and 

family? 
4. Does the organization of the paper make sense? 
5. Is it written in a way that enables the reader to picture the infant and family? 

 

Note:  You are expected to revise your draft based on the comments & feedback you receive to 
create the final version. 

 

Stage II: Commentary Paper Final  
This paper is in place of a final exam. 

 
Assessment Rubric (1 point – must meet Learner in all tasks): 

ELEMENT NOVICE LEARNER COMPETENT 

USE OF  
FEEDBACK 

Several revisions 
were made based 

on feedback & 
comments. 

The paper was thoughtfully 
revised based on feedback 

& comments received. 

The paper was thoughtfully 
revised, based on feedback & 

comments received, with 
evidence of restructuring, 

expanding & building on the 
content 

BABY’S 
APPEARANCE 

The paper included 
a description of the 
baby’s appearance  

The paper included a rich, 
detailed vivid description of 

the baby’s appearance 

The paper included a rich, 
detailed vivid description of the 

baby’s appearance so the 
reader could picture the baby 



ECE 209-L Infant/Family Case Study Guidelines Fall 2020 

8 

 

BABY’S PRENATAL 
HISTORY, BIRTH & 
EARLY DAYS  

The paper included 
info about the 

prenatal history, 
birth, & early days. 

The paper included detailed 
info about the prenatal 

history, birth, & early days 
with thoughtful analysis of 
how it impacted the baby, 

family & teachers. 

The paper included detailed 
info about the prenatal history, 

birth, & early days with 
thoughtful analysis & well-

developed examples of how it 
impacted the baby, family & 

teachers. 

DEVELOPMENTAL 
DOMAINS 

The paper included 
info about how the 

child used each 
developmental 

domain 

The paper included detailed 
info about how the child 

used each developmental 
domain with thoughtful 

analysis of how the baby 
demonstrated each domain, 

skills/ processes, & 
milestones & what teachers 

can do 

The paper included detailed 
info about how the child used 
each developmental domain 

with thoughtful analysis of how 
the baby demonstrated each 
domain, skills/ processes, & 
milestones & what teachers 
can do with well-developed 

examples 

CAREGIVING 
ROUTINES 

The paper included 
info about the 

family’s caregiving 
routines 

The paper included detailed 
info about the family’s 

caregiving routines with 
thoughtful analysis of how it 
impacted the baby & their 

future teachers. 

The paper included detailed 
info about the family’s 

caregiving routines with 
thoughtful analysis of how it 
impacted the baby & their 
future teachers with well-

developed examples. 

PLAY & 
 LEARNING 

The paper included 
info about play & 

learning 

The paper included detailed 
info about play & learning 
with thoughtful analysis of 
how it impacts the baby’s 

future teachers. 

The paper included detailed 
info about play & learning with 
thoughtful analysis of how it 

impacts the baby’s future 
teachers with well-developed 

examples 

FAMILY &  
CULTURAL 
PRACTICES 
 

The paper included 
info about the 

family & cultural 
practices 

The paper included info 
about the family’s & their 

cultural practices with 
thoughtful analysis of how it 

impacts the baby & their 
future teachers 

The paper included info about 
the family’s & their cultural 
practices with thoughtful 

analysis of how it impacts the 
baby & their future teachers 

with well-developed examples 

USE OF 
RESOURCES 

The paper cited 6 
or fewer materials 

from class   

The paper clearly, & 
meaningfully connected & 

integrated 6 or more 
assigned course readings 

into what was written about 
the child/ family  

The paper clearly, & 
meaningfully connected & 

integrated 6+ course readings/ 
materials into what was written 

about the child/ family; the 
materials were used to support 

ideas presented. 

CLARITY The paper was 
vague, disjointed, 
had few details, 
&/or not easy to 
understand at 

times 

The paper was coherent, 
clear, organized, & had rich, 

vivid supporting details. 

The paper was coherent, 
clear, organized, had many 

rich, vivid supporting details, & 
had been edited 

 
Your Commentary Paper must meet the criteria of a “Learner” in ALL FOUR criteria areas in order to 
be uploaded into your e-Portfolio: 
 
ASSESSMENT RUBRIC  



ECE 209-L Infant/Family Case Study Guidelines Fall 2020 

9 

 

TASK NOVICE  LEARNER  COMPETENT  

LEARNING  
ABOUT THE  
CHILD 
  

There is no evidence of 
visits with the child. 

The paper has few details, 
in not specific, & does not 

did not demonstrate 
significant learning about 

the child. 

The paper included rich, 
vivid detailed info that 

demonstrated research & 
thoughtful reflection about 

the child over time. 

LEARNING  
ABOUT THE  
FAMILY 

There is no evidence of 
visits with the family. 

The paper has few details, 
in not specific, & does not 

did not demonstrate 
significant learning about 

the family. 

The paper included rich, 
vivid detailed info that 

demonstrated research & 
thoughtful reflection about 

the family over time. 

UNDERSTANDING  
OF THE  
INFANT IN  
CONTEXT OF  
THEIR CULTURE 

The paper expressed 
judgements as fact & 
ignored the family’s 

culture  

The paper partially 
described & interpreted 

the family’s culture. 

The paper analyzed the 
family’s culture with rich 

vivid details & the 
interpretations show 

understanding & 
appreciation of the 

family’s culture. 

OBSERVING TO 
LEARN ABOUT 
DEVELOPMENT 

The paper does not 
demonstrate an 

understanding of child 
development as 

illustrated by descriptions 
& analysis of the child. 

The paper demonstrated 
little understanding of child 
development as illustrated 
by descriptions & analysis 

of the child. 

The paper demonstrated 
in-depth understanding of 

child development as 
illustrated by rich, detailed 
descriptions & analysis of 

the child. 

APPLICATION  
OF MATERIAL  
FROM CLASS  
 

The paper showed no 
evidence that the 

material from class was 
applied & used in the 

paper (role of play, infant 
curriculum, etc.). 

The paper showed little 
evidence of the curriculum 
from class was applied &/ 
or used in the paper to the 

child (role of play, infant 
curriculum, etc.)  

The paper fully integrated, 
used & applied material 
from class in the paper 

(role of play, infant 
curriculum, etc.). 

 


