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Is Turning Young Thug and 
Other Rappers Onto 
Granny Crochet
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Crochet isn’t only for grandmothers—it 
is also 20-year-old designer Menye-
lek Rose’s calling card. Rose, who 
launched his label in 2013, created his 
Spring 2018 collection mainly using 
crochet. With the help of his stylist, 
Daniel Green, Rose is giving the folksy 
aesthetic new life. The lush and cozy 
pieces are head turning, like a rustic 
cream shift dress with pops of sandy 
yellow and black stitches, or a floppy 
turtleneck patchworked in bright reds 
and greens. A pair of pants made out 
of flamboyant granny squares is a real 
knockout.
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“After watching YouTube tutorials, he created 
his first crocheted turtleneck back in 2015.”

The colorful look has 
taken off in recent 
seasons. JW Ander-
son used crochet in its 
Fall 2017 menswear 
collection for scarves 
and skirts. But Rose 
has been using crochet 
in his designs for far 
longer. After watching 
YouTube tutorials, he 
created his first cro-
cheted turtleneck back 
in 2015. According 
to Rose, it can take 
roughly three days to 
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collection for scarves 
and skirts. But Rose 
has been using crochet 
in his designs for far 
longer. After watching 
YouTube tutorials, he 
created his first cro-
cheted turtleneck back 
in 2015. According 
to Rose, it can take 
roughly three days to 
make one piece, typ-
ically in the form of 
a blanket, which he 
will later cut up and 
sew back together. He 
already counts Young 
Thug as a fan: A few 
weeks ago, the rapper 
did an Instagram Live 
wearing a Rose piece.
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Though the clothes 
have an undeniable 
cool factor, grand-
mothers still play a 
part. Rose, a Baltimore 
native (who moved 
to New York City this 
past weekend), grew 
up watching his grand-
mother crochet. “It’s 
the crocheting pattern 
my grandmother used 
to do,” he says. “She 
also was one of my 
biggest mentors.” Turns 
out Grandma knows 
best.
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