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The exercises that you will complete for the remainder of this semester are designed to help you write your final paper.  

What is your argument? Analyze an issue and develop your argument.  
Once your topic is selected, you should do some research on the subject matter. While you may already have an opinion on your 
topic and an idea about which side of the argument you want to take, you need to ensure that your position can be supported.  
 

- List the pros and cons of the topic to help you examine your ability to support your counterclaims, along with a list of 
supporting evidence for each.  
 

- Use the BMCC Library database to access peer reviewed articles to support your argument. 
 

- You are required to review and incorporate at least five (5) sources – three (3) peer-reviewed academic publications and 
two (2) other media sources - to support your position. 

 
- You can use other supporting evidence in addition to the required three (3) peer reviewed academic publications.  

 
Type of Information Type of Source How to find these sources 
Introductory information and 
overviews 

Directories, encyclopedias, 
handbooks Use the Library database, online news media 

In-depth studies Books, government reports Library database, Government websites and reports (example:  
NCJRS website/ncjrs.gov) 

Scholarly articles Academic journals  Library database 
Current issues Newspapers, magazines  Online news media 
Statistics Government agencies and 

associations 
Government reports (you should be able to include statistics 
from other sources)  

Position papers and analyses Association and institute 
reports Library database, websites 

 
Instructions:  
Research and identify five (5) sources that you will use to support your position paper. These references should you build your 
arguments and/or counterarguments pertaining to your topic area. For example, what does the research say about the effects of 
solitary confinement on mental health? 

- Three (3) peer-reviewed publications  
- Two (2) other media sources  

 
1. For this assignment, you will need to identify five (5) sources 

a.  At least 3 of the 5 articles must meet the criterial of a peer-reviewed academic publication.  
b. All of your retrieved articles should fall between the years of 2010 - 2020.  
c. Please contact me if you feel the need to include a classical work to support your argument/position paper.   
 

2. For each source, you are to provide -  
a. The reference info in APA format 
b. Summary of the article - please see the helpful guide distributed in class (also available on Blackboard). 

 
3. The length of each summary should be one (1) paragraph – this means at least five (5) paragraphs in total.  
 
4. This summary is NOT the article's abstract, so do not cut and paste the abstract onto your paper.  
 
5. Read the article, even the challenging parts, and in your own words, summarize the major points of the research/article.  
 

 



Let’s Review – Be sure to include the following:  

Ö The citation/reference info in APA format (discussed at our library session). 
 
Author, A. A., Author, B. B., & Author, C. C. (Year). Title of article. Title of Periodical, volume number(issue number), pages. 
http://doi.org/xx.xxx/yyyyy  

 
Ö A short summary of the source. In particular, 

o What was the purpose of the article? 
o What were the results? 
o Why is the work/research/study important? 

 
Ö How will the research highlighted in this article help to support your own position paper?  

 

Example format 

Peer-reviewed reference 1 

Vowell, P. R., & May, D. C. (2010). Another Look at Classic Strain Theory: Poverty Status, Perceived Blocked Opportunity, and Gang 
Membership as Predictors of Adolescent Violent Behavior. Sociological Inquiry, 70(1), 42-60. 

 

Summary statement: In this article, the authors…… 


