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The Past
- Bushwick was initially a neighborhood of Germans, 

Austrians, English, Irish, Russians, Polish, Jews, and 
Italians, at one point making it the second-largest 
American community in Brooklyn. It was a famous 
entertainment district and the Bushwick Theatre on 
Broadway between Palmetto and Woodbine. Making it 
an area that was always clean, the streets were kept 
well-maintained, and the houses were beautifully 
maintained.  

- An event that changed the phase of Bushwick was the 
Blackout on July 13, 1977. Hundreds of Bushwick stores 
were looted, many were destroyed permanently and fires 
were everywhere. Leaving Bushwick to have a difficult 
recovery. The population decreased as in 1975 it was at 
122,000 residents and in 1980 it was at 93,000. Leaving 
43% of businesses vacant in Bushwick economically 
harming it’s Broadway attraction. 



Present

- As of 2019, 4.2% of the population 
identified as Asian, 15.3% identified as 
Black, 56.3% identified as Hispanic, and 
20.6% identified as White. 

- The average household income as of 2019 
was $69,640. This is about 5% less than the 
citywide median household income of 
$72,930, which means that the residents in 
this neighborhood are earning less than the 
average income and causing many residents 
to struggle. The poverty rate in Bushwick 
was 20.7% in 2019 compared to 16.0% 
citywide. 





- Being a neighborhood of 
low-income, crime is a common 
issue in this area. The precinct of 
Bushwick is the 83rd precinct. 
Considered to be one of the 
highest areas with a lot of crime 
occurring. The chances of 
someone becoming a victim in 
Bushwick is about 1 in 40. 

- On this date, you can see that in 
2021 property crimes are higher 
in Bushwick compared to the 
entire borough of Brooklyn and 
the whole city of New York. 

Crime in Bushwick 



- Theft crimes are the most common crimes in 
this area. Yes, the rate of more dangerous 
crimes has decreased throughout the decade, 
but the rate of crimes like robbery is typical. 

- In a survey I found 
https://www.niche.com/places-to-live/n/bush
wick-new-york-city-ny/crime-safety/, most 
people say they feel safe in this neighborhood. 

- Bushwick can quickly regain its golden days if 
the community fights the crimes endangering 
its residents. 



Solutions

- The 83rd precinct should create a stronger bond 
with the community as majority of them are 
hispanic they should find a way to communicate 
with them. Such as events or creating community 
events

- The police should have more patrol around the 
area to make people feel safe as they walk around 
the neighborhood. 
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