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Where exactly is “my community”?

My neighborhood resides in the North Bronx. Specifically, I live 
on 229th and Carpenter Avenue in the Bronx, NY. That’s located four 
blocks away from my home is the Woodlawn Metro North Train Station. 
The BX 16, 31, 39, and  M11 Express buses, as well as the 225th and 
233rd St. train stations are all the local, closest methods of transportation 
for those without a car. My neighborhood is right by the Bronx River and 
the Bronx River Parkway. 

My neighborhood has lots of houses and apartments, with some 
apartments acting as daycare centers, the Hector Fontanez Elementary 
School (PS 103), which is the elementary school that I went to. In addition 
to a school being close by, there’s also a hospital, auto shop, multiple nail 
and hair salons, multiple delis, a post office, phone stores, department 
stores, a storage facility, and motel. 

The Wakefield Montefiore Medical Center is within walking 
distance for those who are close by and possibly in need of emergency 
medical care. With an elementary school being there, there’s hundreds of 
parents and children interacting with each other, not to mention the school 
crossing guard who’s been working as one since I attended the school 
myself. 

To this day, I put out my trash and recycling Sunday and 
Wednesday nights with the recycling being collected Monday mornings. I 
have memories of dealing with heavy snow, where me and my brother 
shoveled the snow from our driveway to the middle of the street, where the 
city snow removal machine would pack it off.
 



Community I Chose

For this report, I 
decided to chose my own 
neighborhood as it 
provided familiarity. In 
addition, because of this 
familiarity, I had easier 
access to information, 
along with a deeper 
understanding of the local 
dynamics.







Demographics:
My area of the Bronx is the 

Baychester/Williamsbridge area. In 2021, there 

were approximately 134,899 residents, with 

1.9% identifying as Asian, 55.9% as Black, 

31.8% as Hispanic, and 6.4% as white. The 

Asian population remained the same, Hispanics 

increasing by 14.2%. The Black population 

decreased by a solid 10.5%, with the White 

population decreasing by 3.7%. This is all 

according to comparisons between the 2000 

census and a 2021 Furman Center’s American 

Community Survey. 



Housing Market/Conditions:

When comparing the homeownership 
rate from 2000 to 2021, it increased from 35.9% 
to 40.8%. Housing units increased from less 
than 50,000 to 51,051. The rental vacancy rate 
decreased from more than 5.2% to 2.2%. The 
notices of foreclosure for all rental properties 
barely decrease from 248 to 245. The sales 
volume for a one family building increased 
from 185 to 223. With condominiums starting 
out at 0, increasing to 40 in 2006, and 
decreasing all the way down to 1 by 2021. The 
median sales price per unit of a one family 
building, in 2022 dollars, started off as 
$314,390 in 2001, increasing to $570,000 by 
2021. 



Local Crime data in 
my community:

In my neighborhood, the New York City Police Department’s 
(NYPD) 47th precinct handles crime. The NYPD’s COMPSTAT recording 
system documents all the crimes in a week-to-date, 28 day, year-to-date, 2 
year, 13 year, and 30 year guideline, and it’s filtered by the specific 
precinct. As of this year, in the vicinity of the 47th precinct, which includes 
my neighborhood, there has been 10 murders, 40 rapes, 451 robberies, 824 
felonious assaults, 249 burglaries, and about 762 instances of grand 
larceny. Murders have gone down, along with rapes and burglaries.

Felonious assaults have increased by 17.9%, robberies by 3.7%,  
and grand larcenies by 4.4%. Fortunately, compared to last year, murders 
have decreased by 33.3%, rapes by 7.0%, and burglaries by 12.6%.

As of  this week, there has been 0 murders, 2 rapes, 10 robberies, 

13 felonious assaults, 2 burglaries, and 21 instances of grand larceny. This 

means a 100% decrease in murders, a 13.3% decrease in felonious assaults, 

and a 71.4% reduction in burglaries. 

This unfortunately comes with a 42.9% increase in robberies, and 

a 110.0% increase in grand larcenies, when compared to this same week 

last year. 



Neighborhood issues:
Around Carpenter Avenue, there is a good amount of homeless people 

walking around, and it’s been like this for some years, unfortunately. Depending on 
where you walk at night, you may stumble upon a homeless person, doing what is 
known as “shooting up”. A good amount of them don’t even go to the local shelter, 
because even they have their facilities packed to the brim. But mind you, motels are 
being used to house migrants. With the migrants recently acquiring working papers, 
their lives can improve, while the lives of homeless people either stay the same or just 
get worse, especially with the winter coming up.  With the Mayor cutting funding from 
all city agencies to patch up the situation, homeless assistance that’s needed extremely 
has to be put on hold, like all the other New York City essentials.

On another note, Pierina Sanchez, a Bronx Council Member for the 
Committee on Housing and Buildings, “strongly” urged the Bronx Board of Rent to 
adopt a freeze, citing how tenants have been disproportionately affected by rising rents 
and incomes that haven’t kept pace. Not everyone can afford the rent hikes, as a good 
number of renters are on fixed income.

 In fact, across the street of Montefiore Medical Center, there is a new 
building that has been recently constructed, and the minimum salary required for 
someone looking for a one bedroom apartment, is a little more than $75,000. 
According to Forbes and the Bureau of Labor Statistics, the national average salary of 
2023 is $59,428. Below that level would be poverty. How can an an elderly couple on a 
fixed income of even $60,000 be able to afford even a one-bedroom apartment in New 
York City without cutting extreme corners?



Reflection:
The state and federal government need to take lead on the 

migrant crisis so that something by the mayor can be done about the 
crime, rental, and financial situation. When the mayor has “breathing 
room”,  the Northern Bronx, specifically the Carpenter Avenue section, 
can hopefully improve.

Crime has increased significantly compared to last year. 
Landlords and tenants are unable to reach a consensus, as landlords need 
to secure profit, and maintenance costs, while tenants need rent that 
doesn't eat up most of their income. 

All in all, because of the terrible decisions, and indecisions of 
elected officials, New Yorkers are already losing residents, and those 
who can’t afford to leave are going to continue suffering.

Don’t get me wrong, I absolutely love my neighborhood, but if 
there was a couple things I could change about it, it’ll be the crime rate, 
homelessness, and income-rent gap. But, overall, I love my 
neighborhood.
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