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WRITING INTENSIVE COURSE
TuTh 11:00AM-12:15PM
70 Murray M318

[bookmark: _1z51b8pz6vwk][bookmark: _n9p0mfcbp83n]Professor: Satenik Margaryan, Ph.D.
	Day and times: Tuesdays and Thursdays 11:00 AM-12:15PM 
Classroom:  70 Murray M318
Professor: Satenik Margaryan, Ph.D.
Student hours: 
· Tuesdays and Thursdays 1:00 pm to 2:30 pm in person (Fiterman 830T) and on ZOOM: https://bmcc-cuny.zoom.us/j/3772687009
· And by appointment requested at smargaryan@bmcc.cuny.edu 
E-mail:  smargaryan@bmcc.cuny.edu   
Phone: 212 776 6391



Course Description
This is an introductory and foundational course in the study of crime and justice. It is designed to introduce students to the various historical and contemporary theories and empirical research used to understand deviant and criminal behavior. This course takes a critical approach to the study of the definition and measurement of crime, as well as applications of these theories to practice and in policy. Offending and victimization, as these relate to specific crime types (i.e., white collar crime, violent crime, sex crime, drug related crimes, etc.) will be explored.
Prerequisites: SOC 100 and English Proficiency 55+ or completion of ESL 94RW

What makes this course a Zero Textbook Cost course?
This course does not require students to purchase textbooks, using materials that are freely available or are available through the library. In this course, you will access all materials through Brightspace.

What makes this course a Writing Intensive Course?
This is a Writing Intensive course that fulfills the WI requirement for graduation.  Writing-intensive courses pay special attention to developing critical reading, writing, and analytic skills to prepare students for college-level coursework in general.  Both informal and formal writing will be designed to maximize your understanding of the subject matter.  Formal writing assignments, at least 10-12 pages total, account for a significant portion of your grade and will include opportunities for revision.
Required Texts
All of the required readings for this course are listed in the course timeline below and will be posted in Brightspace. You must access these materials for the course on Brightspace so make sure you have access today. 
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Class Objectives
Students will gain an understanding of: 
A. the core literature and debates that make up the discipline of criminology.
B. the key components of criminological theory and the ability to apply theory to specific contexts.
C. reasoned and informed judgment on issues relating to crime and punishment
D. the nature and causes of crime.
E. how well theory is supported by empirical evidence.
F. theory’s implication for social policy.
G. logic underlying the kinds of casual factors each theory identifies as important for explaining criminal behavior.
Student Learning Outcomes & Means of Assessment
	Course Student Learning Outcomes 
Students will be able to:
	Types of Assessments 
(for goals listed in first column)

	1. Describe the history, structures and purpose of criminology.
2. Identify the extent to which the theories of criminology have been applied both in practice and in policy.
3. Discuss the theories that characterize criminology. 
4. Explain all of the preceding in a coherent manner in both oral and written formats. 
	· Essay exams and written assignments
· Multiple choice exams
· Discussion board posts
· Research papers




General Education Outcomes & Means of Assessment
Below are the college’s general education goals that will be covered and assessed in this course.  
	General Education Goals
	Types of Assessments 
(for goals listed in first column)

	Social & Behavioral Sciences – 
Students will understand and apply the concepts and methods of the social sciences. Student behaviors include being able to: 
• demonstrate an understanding of the unique theories and methods of a social or behavioral science 
• analyze and interpret a social, economic, political, cultural, philosophical, or historical issue
	· Essay exams or assignments
· Multiple choice exams
· Quizzes
· Research papers


	Information & Technology Literacy- Students will collect, evaluate and interpret information and effectively use information technologies.
	· Discussion board posts
· Research papers



Writing Intensive Outcomes and Means of Assessment
	Writing Intensive Goals
	Types of Assessments 
(for goals listed in first column)

	Student will be able to complete (a) formal writing assignment(s) of at least 10-12 pages in length that has/have gone through the revision
process (e.g. research paper, content-related report, essay.)
	
Scaffolded Term Paper



	Student will be able to generate pieces of informal writing in response to a variety of prompts, concepts, situations or reading assignments.
	
· Low stakes written assignment, including summaries of theories covered in class and in readings





COURSE FORMAT 
This is a fully in-person course. However, you will need to log into the class daily to access reading materials and assignments via Brightspace. Regular Internet access is essential for the successful completion of the course.

The typical course structure will consist of learning modules, which include:
· Short Videos/PowerPoint Lectures
· Readings
· Quizzes/Exams
· Written Exercises 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS: YOUR KEYS TO SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION
1. Class Participation
Participation in the academic activity of each course is a significant component of the learning process and plays a major role in determining overall student academic achievement. Academic activities may include, but are not limited to, attending class, submitting assignments, engaging in in-class or online activities, taking exams, and/or participating in group work. Each instructor has the right to establish their own class participation policy, and it is each student’s responsibility to be familiar with and follow the participation policies for each course.
Participation is essential to your success in this class. In order to get full credit for participation, you will have to attend and actively participate in classes, complete your discussion assignments, lesson assignments, and quizzes on a timely basis. Consistent failure to participate in the class will result in a low grade for participation. 
2. Quizzes
In class and online quizzes will be given at regular intervals and will cover study materials for the previous weeks. 
[bookmark: _he4863g0wy5e]3. In-Class Writing Assignments
This course includes regular in-class writing assignments that are designed to help you engage critically with criminological theories, apply them to real-world situations, and strengthen your analytical writing skills. These assignments will take the form of short responses, reflections, or creative exercises completed during class time.
Purpose:
These assignments serve as an opportunity to:
· Apply course concepts in real time
· Practice making connections between theory and lived experience
· Develop your writing voice in a low-stakes environment
· Prepare for a larger writing project
Format
You will complete these assignments during class, either by hand in a notebook or typed on a laptop or tablet. Please bring writing materials or a charged device to each session. 
Important Policy
These assignments are meant to capture your thinking in the moment, during our class discussions. They cannot be made up outside of class, except in cases of documented emergencies or accommodations arranged in advance. Missing an in-class writing day will result in a zero for that assignment.

These assignments will be graded primarily on completion and thoughtful engagement, not grammar or formatting.

4. Term Paper Assignment
Over the course of the semester, you will complete a comprehensive term paper that synthesizes theory, real-world application, and policy analysis. This project will be developed in three scaffolded steps, with feedback opportunities at each stage, and will culminate in a final polished paper due at the end of the term.
Overview and Purpose
Your task is to select one criminological theory we have covered in class and analyze it in depth. Your paper should demonstrate a strong grasp of the theory’s core propositions, illustrate how it can be applied to a real-world case, and explore the broader societal and policy implications.
Paper Requirements
Your final paper should include the following three components:

Step 1: The Case (Real-World Application)
· Identify a real-life crime event or criminal justice issue reported in the news, in media coverage, or via an online platform.
· Provide a concise but informative summary of the case.
· Clearly explain why this case is a strong fit for applying a criminological theory.
Step 2: The Theory (Conceptual Framework)
· Choose one criminological theory studied during the course.
· Provide a thorough explanation of the theory, including its key propositions and underlying assumptions.
· Analyze how the theory applies to your selected case, drawing direct connections between the theory’s components and the event.
Step 3: The Policy (Broader Implications)
· Discuss what the case, when understood through your chosen theory, reveals about societal responses to crime.
· Reflect on how this theoretical application can inform public policy, prevention strategies, or criminal justice practices.
· Consider the implications for future societal responses to similar crimes or issues.

Each step will be submitted separately for feedback and grading. You will have the opportunity to revise and resubmit each section to improve your understanding and final grade. Once all three components are completed, you will integrate them into a cohesive, well-organized final term paper.
Final Paper Expectations
· Demonstrates a deep understanding of the chosen theory
· Applies theory effectively to a real-world case
· Offers thoughtful reflection on the policy and social implications
· Combines academic insight with practical relevance
· Reflects critical thinking, synthesis, and clarity of expression
This assignment is designed to help you apply academic concepts to real-world contexts and to think critically about how theory can shape and inform policy decisions.

EVALUATION OF REQUIREMENTS OF STUDENTS

I may revise this grading pattern.  Final grades may be determined as follows:
	Quizzes
	20%

	In Class Assignments
	40%

	Term Project
	40%

	TOTAL
	100%



To understand what is expected of you for each assignment, please check out the rubric attached to each ASSIGNMENT for the grading criteria.

You can view your grades using the GRADES button in the course navigation links in Brightspace. Please check your grades regularly to make certain that I have received all your assignments. If you have a question about a grade, email me. 

The final grades will be calculated according to the Grading Scale table below. 

GRADING SCALE
	A    93% and above
	A-    90-92%
	B+  87-89%
	B    83-86%

	B-    80 - 82%
	C+  77-79%
	C    73-76%
	C-    70-72%

	D+  67-69%
	D    63-66%
	D -   60-61%
	F Below 60%
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ASSIGNMENTS, SUBMISSIONS OF ASSIGNMENTS AND QUIZZES. 
Outline of Topics and Calendar
	DATES
	TOPICS
	ASSIGNMENTS 


	WEEK 1 
August 26, August 28

	Course Introduction and Overview
Introduction to the Term Project
	Review the syllabus
Term Project


	WEEK 2
September 2, September 4

	Module 1: What Is Crime? What is Criminology?
Readings:
1. Bernard, T.J., Mannheim, H. (2025, July 2). Criminology. Encyclopedia Britannica. https://www.britannica.com/science/criminology
2. Chapter 1 in Vanderpyl, T. (2024). Introduction to Criminology. Open Oregon Educational Resources. https://openoregon.pressbooks.pub/criminologyintro/#main
3. Open University. The Meaning of Crime: https://www.open.edu/openlearn/society-politics-law/sociology/the-meaning-crime/content-section-0?active-tab=content-tab 
	In Class Assignment 1

	WEEK 3
September 9, September 11

	Module 2: Measuring Crime (NIBRS, NCVS and others)
Readings: 
1. Chapter 2 in Vanderpyl, T. (2024). Introduction to Criminology. Open Oregon Educational Resources. https://openoregon.pressbooks.pub/criminologyintro/#main
2. Karakatsanis, A. (2023, April 6). Assembling a crime wave: An inside look at manufacturing the news. Alec's Copaganda Newsletter. https://open.substack.com/pub/equalityalec/p/assembling-a-crime-wave?r=rlnl&utm_campaign=post&utm_medium=web&showWelcomeOnShare=false
	Quiz 1

In Class Assignment 2

	WEEK 4
September 16, September 18

	Module 3: Classical Thought: Beccaria and Bentham
Readings:
1. Chapter 3: Origins of Criminology in Vanderpyl, T. (2024). Introduction to Criminology. Open Oregon Educational Resources. https://openoregon.pressbooks.pub/criminologyintro/#main
2. Chapter 1 in The Handbook of the History and Philosophy of Criminology, eds Ruth Ann Triplett, John Wiley & Sons, Incorporated, 2018. ProQuest Ebook Central. https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/bmcc/reader.action?docID=5144712&ppg=223
	In Class Assignment 3

Term Project: Step One 

	WEEK 5
September 30
(Thursday, Oct 2 – no classes)

	Module 4: Biological Explanations of Criminal Behavior
Readings:
1. Laughing at Lombroso: Positivism and Criminal Anthropology in Historical Perspective
The Handbook of the History and Philosophy of Criminology, edited by Ruth Ann Triplett, John Wiley & Sons, Incorporated, 2018. ProQuest Ebook Central, http://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/bmcc/detail.action?docID=5144712.
2. Rocque, M., Welsh, B. C., & Raine, A. (2012). Biosocial criminology and modern crime prevention. Journal of Criminal Justice, 40(4), 306–312. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jcrimjus.2012.05.003
	In Class Assignment 4

Quiz 2


	WEEK 6
October 7, October 9
	Module 5: Psychological and Psychiatric Foundations of Criminal Behavior
Reading:
Chapter 5: Psychological Theories on Individuals and Crime in Vanderpyl, T. (2024). Introduction to Criminology. Open Oregon Educational Resources. https://openoregon.pressbooks.pub/criminologyintro/#main
	In Class Assignment 5



	WEEK 7
October 16
(Oct 14 – Monday schedule → no class)
	Module 6: Criminology of W.E.B. DuBois
Reading:
1. Gabbidon, S. L. (2001). W.E.B. Du Bois: Pioneering American Criminologist. Journal of Black Studies, 31(5), 581–599
2. Chapter 13 in DuBois, W. E. B. (1899). The Philadelphia Negro (the Oxford W. E. B. du Bois), edited by Henry Louis, Jr. Gates, Oxford University Press, Incorporated, 2007. ProQuest Ebook Central, https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/bmcc/detail.action?docID=1657795.
	In Class Assignment 6


	[bookmark: _Hlk66272213]WEEK 8
October 21, October 23
	Module 7: Theories of Strain and Anomie
Readings: 
1. Chapter 3: Anomie. In Tierney, John. Key Perspectives in Criminology, McGraw-Hill Education, 2009. ProQuest Ebook Central, https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/bmcc/detail.action?docID=480635.\
2. Chapter 7: Stress and Strain in Criminal Behavior. In 
Posick, Chad, et al. (eds)  Fitting the Facts of Crime : An Invitation to Biopsychosocial Criminology, Temple University Press, 2021. ProQuest Ebook Central, http://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/bmcc/detail.action?docID=28935662.

	In Class Assignment 7

Quiz 3 

	WEEK 9
October 21, October 23
	Module 8: The Social Disorganization Theories
Readings:
1. Chapter 4: Chicago School. In Tierney, John. Key Perspectives in Criminology, McGraw-Hill Education, 2009. ProQuest Ebook Central, https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/bmcc/detail.action?docID=480635
2. Wickert, C. (2025, July 7). Social disorganization theory (Shaw & McKay). In SozTheo: Theories of crime – Space & surveillance. SozTheo. Retrieved July 17, 2025, from https://soztheo.com/theories-of-crime/space-surveillance/soziale-desorganisation-shaw-mckay/
	In Class Assignment 8

STEP TWO


	WEEK 10
November 4, November 6

	Module 9: Control Theories
Readings: 
1. Chapter 6: Control Theories. In Tierney, John. Key Perspectives in Criminology, McGraw-Hill Education, 2009. ProQuest Ebook Central, https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/bmcc/detail.action?docID=480635
2. Wickert, C. (2025, July 2). Control theories. In SozTheo: Theories of crime. SozTheo. Retrieved July 17, 2025, from https://soztheo.com/theories-of-crime/control-theories/ Wikipedia+10SozTheo+10SozTheo+10
	In Class Assignment 9
Quiz 4



	WEEK 11
November 11, November 13


	Module 10: Social Learning Theories of Crime

Readings: 
1. Chapter 12: Social Learning Theory, In Piquero, A. R. (2015). The Handbook of Criminological Theory. John Wiley & Sons, Incorporated. https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/bmcc/reader.action?docID=4035968&ppg=254&c=UERG
2. Wickert, C. (2025, June 26). Learning and career. In Theories of Crime. SozTheo. Retrieved July 17, 2025, from https://soztheo.com/theories-of-crime/learning-and-career/

	In Class Assignment 10


	WEEK 12
November 18, November 20
  

	Module 11: Labeling Theory
Readings:
1. Chapter 10: Labeling Theory. In Tierney, John. Key Perspectives in Criminology, McGraw-Hill Education, 2009. ProQuest Ebook Central, https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/bmcc/detail.action?docID=480635
2. Vance, N. (2024). Labeling theory. EBSCO Research Starters. Retrieved June 30, 2025, from https://www.ebsco.com/research-starters/social-sciences-and-humanities/labeling-theory
3. Wickert, C. (2025, June 25). Interactionist & labeling. In SozTheo: Theories of crime. SozTheo. Retrieved July 17, 2025, from https://soztheo.com/theories-of-crime/interactionist-labeling/
	In Class Assignment 11
Quiz 5


	WEEK 13
November 25
	Module 12: Critical and Radical Criminology 
Readings: 
A Critical Perspective on Violence by Gregg Barak. In Advancing Critical Criminology: Theory and Application, edited by Walter S. DeKeseredy, and Barbara Perry, Lexington Books, 2006. ProQuest Ebook Central, http://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/bmcc/detail.action?docID=1331606.

	STEP THREE
In Class Assignment 12



	WEEK 14
December 2, December 4

	Module 13: Feminist Criminology
Readings:
1. Wickert, C. (2025, July 6). Feminist criminology. In SozTheo: Theories of crime – Critical, Marxist & conflict theories. SozTheo. Retrieved July 17, 2025, from https://soztheo.com/theories-of-crime/critical-marxist-theories/feminist-criminology/
2. Maidment, M. R. (2006). Transgressing criminology boundaries: Feminist perspectives in criminology. In W. S. DeKeseredy & B. Perry (Eds.), Advancing critical criminology: Theory and application (pp. xx–xx). Lexington Books. ProQuest Ebook Central. http://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/bmcc/detail.action?docID=1331606.
3. Burgess-Proctor, A. (2006). Intersections of Race, Class, Gender, and Crime: Future Directions for Feminist Criminology. Feminist Criminology, 1(1), 27-47. https://doi.org/10.1177/1557085105282899 (Original work published 2006)
	In Class Assignment 13


	WEEK 15
December 9, December 11
	Module 14: Future Directions in Criminological Theory and Research
Readings: 
1. Simpson, S. S. (2025). Criminology and Corporate Crime: The Art of Scientific Cross-Pollination. Annual Review of Criminology, 8(Volume 8, 2025), 311–331. https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev-criminol-022422-121435
2. Hayward, K. J., & Maas, M. M. (2021). Artificial intelligence and crime: A primer for criminologists. Crime, Media, Culture, 17(2), 209–233. https://doi.org/10.1177/1741659020917434
	Quiz 6
Term Paper is due. 




HELPFUL INFORMATION

BMCC Policy on Plagiarism and Academic Integrity Statement
Plagiarism is the presentation of someone else’s ideas, words or artistic, scientific, or technical work as one’s own creation. Using the idea or work of another is permissible only when the original author is identified. Paraphrasing and summarizing, as well as direct quotations, require citations to the original source. Plagiarism may be intentional or unintentional. Lack of dishonest intent does not necessarily absolve a student of responsibility for plagiarism. Students who are unsure how and when to provide documentation are advised to consult with their instructors. The library has guides designed to help students to appropriately identify a cited work. The full policy can be found on BMCC’s Web site, www.bmcc.cuny.edu. For further information on integrity and behavior, please consult the college bulletin (also available online).

Gender-Inclusivity
BMCC community members have the right to use and be referred to according to their preferred name, title, and/or personal pronouns. Everyone also has the right to use all spaces according to their self-identification, including restrooms and locker rooms. To learn more about how to change your preferred name and affirm your gender identity at CUNY (including requesting a new ID card and/or email address), go here: https://www.bmcc.cuny.edu/student-affairs/lgbtq/
Anyone who has experienced harassment related to gender or sexual identification, who needs assistance, or who wishes to file a complaint, can contact the Office of Compliance and Diversity: https://www.bmcc.cuny.edu/about-bmcc/compliance-diversity/.

FREE BMCC STUDENT SUPPORT SERVICES
BMCC is committed to the health and well‐being of all students. It is common for everyone to seek assistance at some point in their life, and there are free and confidential services on campus that can help. 
Advocacy and Resource Center (ARC) https://www.bmcc.cuny.edu/student-affairs/arc/ room S230, 212‐220‐8195, arc@bmcc.cuny.edu. If you are having problems with food or housing insecurity, finances, health insurance or anything else that might get in the way of your studies at BMCC, contact the Advocacy and Resource Center (formerly Single Stop) for assistance. Please contact us at arc@bmcc.cuny.edu, call 212-220-8195, or come by the office at room S230. You may also contact the Office of Student Affairs, S350, 212‐220‐8130, studentaffairs@bmcc.cuny.edu, for assistance.
Counseling Center www.bmcc.cuny.edu/counseling, room S343, 212‐220‐8140, counselingcenter@bmcc.cuny.edu. Counselors assist students in addressing psychological and adjustment issues (i.e., depression, anxiety, and relationships) and can help with stress, time management and more. Counselors are available for walk‐in visits. 
Office of Compliance and Diversity https://www.bmcc.cuny.edu/about-bmcc/compliance-diversity,  room S701, 212-220-1236. BMCC is committed to promoting a diverse and inclusive learning environment free of unlawful discrimination/harassment, including sexual harassment, where all students are treated fairly. For information about BMCC's policies and resources, or to request additional assistance in this area, please visit or call the office, or email olevy@bmcc.cuny.edu, or twade@bmcc.cuny.edu. If you need immediate assistance, please contact BMCC Public safety at 212-220-8080. 
Office of Accessibility www.bmcc.cuny.edu/accessibility, Students who need academic accommodations in connection with a disability must initiate the request with BMCC’s Office of Accessibility (OA). Students need to register with the Office of Accessibility in order to officially disclose their disability status to the College and to determine eligibility for appropriate reasonable accommodations (including any prior IEPs or 504s). Please contact the OA at the start of the semester (or as soon as possible) to coordinate any accommodation request/s: www.bmcc.cuny.edu/accessibility, Room N360 (accessible entrance: 77 Harrison Street), 212-220-8180, accessibility@bmcc.cuny.edu. 
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