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The United States is the third most populated country in the world with a population of

332 million people. There is bound to be lots of crime, but surprisingly there has been no

increase in violent crime in recent years according to the Bureau of Justice. (Gramlich)

New York City is a large metropolitan area that is in constant movement, although there is never

a set number of cases due to people not always reporting crimes, we can focus on the data we do

have. I am deciding to focus my research on grand larceny crimes and observe when they

reached the lowest point and the cause for such drop.

I will be researching the rates of Grand Larceny, pinpointing where they hit the lowest

points and what factors might have contributed to such rates. I choose to research this because it

seems like an interesting crime to be committed in the area I reside in.  Although it is impossible

to measure crime due to various factors like not reporting, fear, distrust in police, etc. Due to the

fact that I do not possess the knowledge needed to lead this research, I will be using data from

reliable websites that display the data I need to draw conclusions and create graphs to back up

my research. I will be gathering my data from trusted sources like the NYPD compstat, FBI

crime data explorer and precinct portals, dating back to 20 years ago from 2000 to 2020 in the

Bronx more specifically precinct 48, New York City and the United States. These are good

resources to use because they all contain data from specific places and are reliable due to them

being part of the government or state run.



I first decided to focus my efforts in my precinct in The Bronx which is precinct 48.

Although I could not find many statistics on my precinct on the NYPD website, I used the NYPD

compstat data. I then used google sheets to make and provide the following graph.

As you can see in this chart, it shows the prevalence of grand larceny crime in precinct

48. In the year 2015 and 2016 it seems to be the highest but after 2018 it drops drastically. In

2019 it goes to 3 cases and 2020 seems to be the lowest it has gotten in 20 years with only 2

cases of grand larceny.

Next I present the data from New York City to contrast how much crime is happening in

my precinct compared to the state of New York. This graph was made thanks to the data gathered

from the Crime Data Explorer.



As you can see in this graph, the rates of Grand larceny in the state of New York is

significantly more compared to The Bronx (precinct 48). New York state has really high rates of

crime, with it’s highest being in 2000 with 1,796 cases and the lowest in 2020 with 1,143 cases

of grand larceny.

And my last graph will be comparing all three, The Bronx, New York State and the U.S.

To be able to compare all the statistics and pinpoint when the rates drop, this will help show how

much crime happens in specific places, table is shown below.



 As you can see in this chart, New York and the U.S are really high and New York can actually

seem to be almost at the rate of the U.S which is alarming. But compared to precinct 48, it is

drastically low, we can assume from this data that almost the majority of Grand Larceny cases do

not occur in precinct 48.

After observing this data you can see that the rates of Grand Larceny drop drastically

after 2018. My hypothesis which is that the rates drop due to the pandemic of Covid-19, I think

the rates drop because this pandemic put the world to a halt, although it seems uncorrelated, I

think such a big event might’ve put crime to a halt even for just a bit. I also think the reason as to

why there is such a low amount of cases of Grand Larceny in precinct 48 is because the people

that reside in these neighborhoods are mostly lower income, which can mean other crimes might

be more prevalent than Grand Larceny. To better understand why, I will be showing some data

gathered from the NYU Furman Center to show demographics and income.





As you can see from this data, the

people that reside in precinct 48 are

majorly hispanic and black. The

average annual income is less than

20,000. This can maybe show why

there isn’t such high rates of Grand

Larceny, due to it being such a poor

neighborhood, it indicates that the

crime might be more inclined to be

burglary or rape, i will briefly show

this graph to show why i’ve come to

this conclusion.

All these graphs have allowed me to come to an answer to my initial research question. With the

data you can see that nationally and locally, the cases dropped after 2018, demonstrating what I

think to be because of the global pandemic Covid-19 that occurred in 2019. Everyone was

mandated to quarantine, making everyone’s life change drastically and leaving people to worry

about what was happening globally rather than committing crimes.

In closing, this project allowed me to understand more efficiently how analyzing data can

provide answers and show trends that can maybe show a correlation. This project helped me not

only to analyze graphs but to understand them and even maybe pinpoint the causes to be able to

come up with a solution to prevent further crimes. I am very confident this project improved my

quantitative reasoning skills and even helped me gain confidence using programs like sheets and

excel. The skills I learned here will be applied to my future courses and life.
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