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                      COIL Activity Details Grading

Initial student contact  (pairs) Technology: Email and video 

Students were encouraged to schedule a time to 
connect synchronously using the technology of their 
choice. They were provided with suggested prompts. 
Errors in some of the email addresses made it difficult 
to initially connect. Students therefore chose to ask 
prompts via email and some responded by making a 
video.  

5%

Shared text readings and student responses Technology: Google translate; CUNY Academic 
Commons site “Sociology COIL Fall 2019” 

Students read the same texts in English and Spanish; 
they had to respond to 5 questions on shared website, 
and respond to a post from a student in the partner 
classroom. 

10%

Reflection essay  Individual assignment 10%

• 35 BMCC students (SOC 100) 
• 40 students from National University of General Sarmiento, Sociology course  
• Readings and questions were provided in English and Spanish. Professors attempted to pair students by those 

who had a better grasp of English/Spanish; otherwise, Google Translate was used. 



https://sociologycoil.commons.gc.cuny.edu/

CUNY Academic Commons site “Sociology COIL Fall 2019”

https://sociologycoil.commons.gc.cuny.edu/


Shared Reading 

New York Times (Aug. 14, 2019): “Trump’s Policy Could Alter the 
Face of the American Immigrant,” by Michael D. Shear, Miriam 
Jordan and Caitlin Dickerson 









Sample Responses (Question 1)



Sample Responses (Question 2)



Lessons Learned
The importance of the first connection between classes 

Students were more hesitant than expected to arrange synchronous meetings with a peer abroad. 
Consider modeling this interaction in class, or start with an asynchronous activity, and have a 
synchronous meeting later in the project.  

Things can change! 
The course times originally aligned, allowing for a synchronous meeting to conclude the project. 
However, the course in Argentina had a scheduling change. We adjusted by only using the CUNY 
Academic Commons site for discussion.  

Interacting with students in another country added to the course 
The blog discussions enhanced the course materials by allowing the students in both classes to hear the 
views of the students in the other class. 


