


This timeline is featured throughout Ayiti Mond! will detail the happenings of

indigenous Haiti (Ayiti) starting from the Pre-Columbian period featuring Taino
Arawaks to the Haitian Revolution.
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The slaves of then Saint
Domingue were bound to
defiance.

19

This chart will detail the ethnic
demographic composition of
slaves that consumed Haiti
during the French and Haitian
Revolution.
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Haitian historian Frantzo
Marasa Lafalaise talks about
the diplomatic approach of the
Haitian revolution leader.
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The slave population of the then
French colony originate from
the West Central African and
West African coast.

This study is for individuals
who are unfamiliar with
the Haitian  Revolution
and the story of the first
free Black republic post
the eras of colonial rule.
My primary audiences are
high school and college
freshmen. My secondary
audiences are students of
all  dominations  and
majors who are interested
in gaining insight into the
Haitian  Revolution. My
tertiary audiences are
members of society who
engage in independent
studies about the African
diaspora and wish to
tackle the happenings of
the Haitian revolution.
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From Ayiti Back to
Haiti

Pre_]492 Indigenous Haiti is inhabited by

the Taino, who live in "well-

organized communal society

divided among five caciquats or
“kingdoms.”

Christopher Columbus lands on
the island of Ayiti, and renames

the island Espafiola (now written

as Hispaniola), meaning "Little ]492

Spain," which is now the island
shared by modern-day Haiti and
the Dominican Republic.

"Columbus  brings
sugarcane with him

1493 on his  second

voyage fo

Hispaniola."

"The last major Taino cacique is
deposed during the War of Higuey.
The Spaniards exploit the island’s
gold resources and reduce the
Taino to slavery."

1504
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What Exactl

The Haitian

K Triggered

evolution?

The slaves of then Saint Domingue were bound to defiance.
Their goal was individual and collective liberty for the
enslaved Africans. The island of Saint Domingue was the
richest European colony and largest French colony due to its
domineering ability to cultivate sugar and coffee crops as a
result of the skill set of West and Central African slaves. The
French forces used slavery as a tool to build a source of

wealth as African slaves were the primary figures necessary.

During the French Revolution, the free coloreds or free people
of color who were the emancipated mixed-race children of
the white colonials, fought for inclusion and equal rights as a
French colony overseas as France has just proclaimed that
“men are born and remain free and equal in rights.” This did
not apply to the free people of color in French colonies
overseas. The free people of color were known for being
well-educated and prosperous. They made up the majority of
the militia, owning up to one-third of slaves in the French

colony of Saint Domingue.

There were some white slave owners who also yelped for the

equal rights of free people of color. These white colonists
formed their own group called the Société des Amis des
Noirs or Society of the Friends of Blacks and when faced
grand opposition from fellow slave owners who accused
them of inspiring slaves and free people of color to revolt.
There were colonial whites who were in fear of the abolition
of slavery shall any descendant of a slave gain any form of
political authority.

When Toussaint Louverture became governor-general of
Saint Domingue in 1776, he overran the Spanish-controlled
Santo Domingo (now the Dominican Republic) and freed their
slaves ultimately gaining command of that portion of
Hispaniola. Toussaint challenged the first consul of France,
Napoleon Bonaparte, who sought to regain France's control of
Saint-Domingue and reverse the previous assembly's
abolition of slavery. French General Charles Leclerc led an
invasion of the island, hence causing Louverture to end
resistance in exchange for Leclerc's promise to refrain the
reinstatement of slavery.

Works Cited
Heywood, Linda M. "Slavery and Its Transformation in the Kingdom of Kongo: 1491-1800."
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INSIDE THE REVOLT

What Exacth Triggered

evolution?

The Haitian

However, Leclerc's promise was indeed a false one. In June
1802, Louveture was invited to a meeting by a French general
to discuss the possibility of joining forces. The meeting was
initiated under false pretenses as Louveture was captured
during the meeting and sent to Fort-de-Joux in the French
Jura Mountains where he was imprisoned and tortured. He
died in his cell a year later.

Napoleon went on to declare the reinstatement of slavery
and Jean-Jacques Dessalines, Louverture's former lieutenant,
rose to lead the revolt against the French. Along with his
allies, Dessalines forced the French out of Saint-Domingue.
On January 1, 1804, Dessalines declared the entire island of
Hispaniola independent and renamed the island Haiti, after

its indigenous name given by the Arawa-Taino early settlers
of then, Ayiti.

|

Toussaint Louverture

Works Cited
Heywood, Linda M. "Slavery and Its Transformation in the Kingdom of Kongo: 1491-1800."
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FUN FACT

Mary-Louise Coidavid
(1778-1851) was the first
woman to be initiated as
Queen of the inaugural
Kingdom of Haiti on March
26, 1811. Mary-Louise was
married to Henri
Christophe, a prominent
leader of the Haitian
Revolution and the only
monarch of the Kingdom of
Haiti. She was born to a
free Black family as her
father owned a plantation
and hotel establishment.
Henri Christophe was o
former slave who worked
at her father's hotel.
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From Ayiti Back to
Haiti

]5]4 "Bartholomew begins importing

enslaved Africans as an alternate

labor  force,  marking  the

beginning of Hispaniola's
participation in  the massive
transatlantic slave trade."

"Enslaved Africans revolt

against Spanish rule for

the first time, 269 years 1522
before  the  Haitian
Revolution begins."

"The first  French
colonialists begin to
ECII")/ 1600s occupy western
Hispaniola."

"British and French settlers

increasingly occupy the
western third of
Hispaniola,  threatening

Spain's claim on the island ]62 OS

and its colonial empire."
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INTERVIEW

Was Toussaint
Louverture Strategic?

@ Was Toussaint Louverture ' ' iti ion? | Ayiti Mond! Ma... ~»
Share
INTERVIEW "
Intewlgw: Was
Toussnlpt L'ouverture
Strategic?

Watch on I8 Youlube

Haitian historian Frantzo Marasa Lafalaise explains the diplomatic approach of
the Haitian revolution leader, Toussaint Louverture.
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The modern sociopolitical structure of Haiti is strongly
influenced by the effects of the Haitian Revolution. The
Haitian Revolution was spearheaded by rebel slaves of West
and Central African origins who were versed on militaristic
skills. According to the Trans Atlantic Slave Trade database,
by the 1780s, majority of the slaves being imported to Saint
Domingue (eighteenth century Haiti) came from the Kingdom
of Kongo.

On the eve of the Haitian Revolution, the Kingdom of Kongo
provided thousands of slaves to Saint Domingue. Two-thirds
out of the slaves involved in the Haitian Revolution were born,
raised, and socialized in Africa. This suggests that the
success endured by the Black slaves of the 18th century Haiti
Revolution is largely atiributed to the social, political, and
cultural ethos of their West and Central African origins. The
most influential of their Central African origin, the Kingdom of

Kongo contributed greatly to the political philosophy of the

slaves involved in the Haitian Revolution.

Works Cited

Thornton, John K. “‘I Am the Subject of the King of Congo’: African Political Ideology and the Haitian Revolution.” Journal of World

History, http://www.jstor.org/stable/20078560.

Politically developed through the civil wars of Kongo, as the

Africans that were sent to Saint Domingue to be enslaved
either served in the civil war or were bystanders, the ideology
of the Kongolese was lenient toward reinstating archaic
mode of absolutism and a limited monarchy with an
overlapping theme of royalism. A Kongolose king was
expected to be fair in rule and generous with his wealth and

power.

The Kongolese believed that kings were necessary but must
have limited power. This mentality was the central dispute
between the slaves and the French during the Revolution; the
fight for freedom, fairness, and equality. This fight in the
matter of leadership can be likened to the European curated
republican and democratic societies, serving as a fissure
between an absolute and limited monarchy. Abuse of power
was often atiributed to the world of witchcraft theory as they
believed the act to be intentional and not due to a subject's

consultation with an evil spirit.
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From Ayiti Back to
Haiti

]6708 Sgicfucfion, thus initiating the

to  plantation-oriented

economy thus creating a much

larger labor force, and the
colonists begin importing more
enslaved Africans to labor on

The French's presence

the plantations.

on Hispaniola is
acknowledged by the
Spanish and the French ]697
call their new fterritory

Saint-Domingue.

"Saint-Domingue begins
importing 2,000
1700s enslaved Africans a year
to meet the colonists’

needs."

"Free blacks and mulattoes,
which emerge as a distinct
class apart from colonialists
and enslaved Africans, begin

to amass wealth and ]7503

power."
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Dutty Boukman (1767-1791)
is a one of the earliest
leaders of the Haitian
Revolution.  Boukman s
heralded for leading the
voodoo ceremony that
unearthed the spiritual
motivation of the slaves of
then Saint Domingue. Born
in Senegambia, Boukman
was captured and sold to
Jamaica. The ceremony
known as the "Voudon,"
Boukman was stationed as
the Houngan.
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From Ayiti Back to
Haiti

"Affranchis, primarily composed of

]765 free  mulattoes, threaten the

colony's power structure as they

become influential landowners in
the colony. Whites seek to control
the affranchis as their population
grows along with their wealth and

"Over 800,000 enslaved Africans power."

are brought to Saint Domingue
from 1680 to 1776. Over a third of

them die within their first few years ]775

in the colony. People imported

during this time are primarily from
the kingdoms of the Congo and
Angola."

"France re-imposes the
Code Noir from 1685 to
reform  certain  planter
1784 abuses, this time issuing
rules concerning slaves'

work hours, food rations,
"The French Revolution

begins with the fall of the
Bastille.  France's political

and quality of life."

and social structures
descend into chaos as the
royal government collapses ]789

and violence breaks out."




Total slaves who disembarked in Saint Domingue
1700-1791 via Trans Atlantic Slave Trade Database

300,000

200,000

100,000
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INSIDE THE REVOLT

he Freedman, The Elite, The
Noirs: The Social Stature of
Colonial Haiti

There are several social statuses that determined where an
individual was positioned during the eras of the Haitian
Revolution and prior. These relationships are power
dynamics that later shaped the sociopolitical structure of the
profound newly established Haiti. Haiti's current social
stratification is a reflection of its nineteenth-century ruling
class, which consisted of two groups, the Elite, and the Noirs.
During the colonization of Haiti (then Saint Domingue), there
were three distinct social classifications: the whites, the free
people of color, and the Black slaves. Under the dual caste
social stratification, free people of color and Black slaves
are considered the “Noirs.”

This social strata was defined when Haiti, then known as
Saint Domingue was stationed as a French colony. The social
class of a Haitian citizen was determined at birth and took
after the structure of the French. A personal achievement
was not considered when it came to the categorization of
prospective members. Noticeably, it is only the elite sector

that is mixed with the white race.

Works Cited
Corbett, Bob. “The Haitian Revolution of 1791-1803.” Webster

http://faculty.webster.edu/corbetre/haiti/history/revolution/revolutionl.htm.

It was the nuance between the two designated social classes
that influenced those in opposition who were deemed inferior
during both the French and Haitian Revolution, the mixed-
race also known as the freed Blacks or free people of color.
Also known as the mulattos or affranchis, this group
consisted of the children of white Frenchmen and Black slave
women who were often autonomously emancipated. The
freed Blacks also included the Black slaves who purchased
their freedom or were granted their freedom by slave

masters.

There were two main groups under the white ruling class.
There were the planters or colonialists, wealthy white men
who owned plantations and slaves. They relied on the slave
economy for their income and advocated for the continuation
of slavery. There were also the petit blancs, who were a part
of middle and underclass whites as artisans, teachers, and
shopkeepers. Petit Blancs were dependent on France and
viewed slaves as a social and political threat. The free
Blacks were more wealthy than the Petit Blancs which
contributed to their anti-Black gestures.

University,
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From Ayiti Back to
Haiti

"The French National

1789 Assembly  accepts a
petition of rights for “free

citizens of color” from

Saint-Domingue."

"The French National

Assembly dissolves the

1790

Colonial Assembly at
Saint Mare."

"The Ogé Rebellion: Jacques
Vincent Ogé, an affranchis
representing the colony in

]790 France, leads a revolt

against the white colonial
authorities in Saint-
"General insurrection breaks out
amongst the 10,000 to 15,000 slaves in
the Cul-de-Sac plain. Black and
mulatto  leaders  increase  their

Domingue."

organization efforts. Mulattoes

agitate in the South for their rights

separate from the efforts of the

slaves. At the same time the slaves, ]79]
begin to form their independent

movement for emancipation."
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Reyalite!

Toussaint Louverture (1743-
1803) was a Haitian general
and leader of the Haitian
Revolution. Louverture s
often cited as an ambassador
for the British Abolitionist
Movement due to his civil
strategic approach to
leadership. Louverture was a
Haitian general and leader of
the Haitian Revolution. Born
on the plantation of Breda as
Haut de Cap, Louverture
honed a West African
disposition, as his father, Gao
Guinou was the son of a
Benin King. His mother,
Pauline was a Benin woman
and Guinou's second wife.
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From Ayiti Back to
Haiti

1791 On August 14, 1791, the
Haitian Revolution begins

with the Bois Caiman
ceremony.

Between August 30 - 31 in 179],
rebel slave forces reach nearly

15,000. Slaves join because they

'had deserted their plantations, by ]79]
will or by force, or by the sheer

thrust and compulsion of events

purposefully set in motion by the

activities of a revolutionary core.'

On September 24, 1791 The
National Assembly in France
revokes the May 15 decree,

]79] which had granted limited
rights to free blacks and
mulattoes, and names three
commissioners to restore order
in Saint-Domingue.

In October 1791. Toussaint
Louverture, a young former

slave, begins to gain
recognition as a promising

leader in the rebel army. ]79]
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INTERVIEW

-

9 Dynamic Between Toussaint Louverture and Jean-Jacques Dessalines, Leaders of ..
Share

HAITIAN REVOLUTION

LEADERS

DYNAMIC -

Watch on 28 Youlube

Haitian historian Frantzo Marasa Lafalaise explains the dynamic relationship
between Haitian Revolution leaders Toussaint Louverture and Jean-Jacques
Dessalines.
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FUN FACT

Victoria Montou (1739-
1805), affectionately known
as "Toya," was a freedom
fighter and warrior from the
Empire of Dahomey. Toya
was captured and sold as a
slave to Haiti where she
worked on a plantation.
Upon escaping the
plantation, reports say Toya
stumbled upon a newborn
baby and agreed to raise
the child. She trained the
child for the Dahomey
warrior skills, who grew up
and became leader of the
Haitian Revolution, Jean-
Jacques Dessalines.

e -
e Wi w —

Image Credit: Riorkak, CC BY-SA 4.0, via Wikimedia Commons

Image Credit: Riorkak, CC BY-SA 4.0 via Wikimedia Commons
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From Ayiti Back to
Haiti

]792 "Louis XVI affirms the

Jacobin decree, granting

equal political rights to
free blacks and mulattoes
in Saint-Domingue."

"Rebel leaders,

including Toussaint

Louverture, join Spanish 1793
forces to fight against

the French."

In June 1793, Louverture offers
to aid General Laveaux, the
French Chief Commander of
]795 the republican forces in the
North who rejected the offer
and Louverture continues to aid

the Spanish for another full

"Louverture abandons the year.

Spanish army in the east
and joins with the French
forces after the Spanish

refuse to take steps to end ]794

slavery.
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Jean-Jacques Dessalines (1758-
1806) was a Haitian Emperor and the
first leader of independent Haiti. He
declared himself Emperor Jacques |
the year he signed the Declaration of
Independence for Haiti in 1804.
Formerly a slave, served wunder
Toussaint Louverture a principal
lieutenant during the early wars of
the Haitian Revolution. After the
death of Louverture in 1802,
Dessalines rose up to the position of
leader of the Revolution. He was
deemed as a radical with a low
tolerance for slavery, colonialism,
France, and white planters.
Dessalines advocated for the return
of Blacks and mulattos who fled to
the United States during the infancy
of his leadership. He defeated the
French Army in the Battle of Vertiéres
which led to the declaration of
independence for Saint-Domingue.

Image Credit: Dubroca, 1757-ca. 1835; Lépez Cancelada, Juan, b. 1765;
Yedra, Francisco Moscardo., Public domain, via Wikimedia Commons
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From Ayiti Back to
Haiti

"Various maroon bands disband

]794 and join with Louverture's forces.

Months later, Louverture and

Rigaud along with other military
leaders begin launching
simultaneous attacks against

" the British."
Louverture facilitates the

Primary electoral assemblies to

elect colonial representatives in

Saint-Domingue. The outcome ]796

positioned Laveaux and
Sonthonax as deputies to the
French legislature.

Louverture forces
Sonthonax to return to
France prematurely in a
]797 move that reaffirmed his
stance as a powerful

"Louverture agrees to grant full figure in Saint-Domingue.

amnesty to French citizens who
didn’t fight with the British, all
black troops enrolled in the
British army, and to the émigrés
who had abandoned the British

prior to the opening of ]798
negotiations."
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Reyalite!

Henri Christophe (1767-1820)
was a leading general of the
Haitian ~ Army  during  the
Revolution and served as the
King of Haiti from 1807 to his
suicide in 1820. Christophe
ruled the northern portion of
Haiti. Christophe’s kingdom was
challenged when descendants
of the French refused +to
acknowledge his leadership as
king or president causing the
leader to initiate a three-year
civil  war against  Pétion’s
republic  of  the  south.
Christophe was connected with
the Atlantic world for the sake
of peace negotiations between
Haiti and France through British
abolitionists Thomas Clarkson

and William Wilberforce.
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From Ayiti Back to
Haiti

March: "Louverture agrees to
]798 grant full amnesty to French
citizens who didn't fight with the
British, all black troops enrolled

in the British army, and to the
émigrés who had abandoned
the British prior to the opening
of negotiations."

June: "Louverture

signs a secret alliance

treaty with England 1798
and the United
States."

October: "British forces
evacuate Saint-Domingue
]798 as part of an agreement
not to interfere with trade

with France's colonies."
1A
October: "Louverture

orders Dessalines and
his troops to march
on Le Cap to arrest

1798

Hédouville."
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From Ayiti Back to
Haiti

]799 Rigaud takes over

command of Léogdne and

Jacmel while Louverture
take over Petit-Godve
triggering a civil war.

July: "Dessalines

defeats Rigaud with

the help of American 1800
vessels at the Jacmel

port."

Louverture proclaims the
new constitution in Saint-
Domingue which abolishes
]801 slavery on the entire island
and is declared Governor

. eneral for life.
October: Leclerc  sails from G a

France for Saint-Domingue. He is
Commander-in-Chief of France's
largest expeditionary army ever
with 20,000 European troops, who
are called “the elite of the French

army.” Rochambeau is named ]80]
second in command."




