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This element of our Costa Rica BSAA OER is an evaluative annotated bibliography that looks at
scholarship concerning race, gender, and sexuality among Afro-descendant Costa Ricans. This
element of our OER provides a traditional annotated bibliography of three sources, as well as an
extended bibliography that contextualizes the research topic and subtopics, and why specific

texts were chosen to annotate.

e Includes three complete annotated bibliographic entries for students to consult for their
own research and to use as student-written examples of a 3-paragraph annotated
bibliography based on a variety of writing genres.

e FEach complete entry is representative of a subcategory

o Gender and Sexuality in pre-colonial Africa
o The Sexualization of Black Bodies During the Colonial Era
© The Importance of Music in Latin America

e A second document provides an introduction to these subcategories and additional
resources for each subcategory. Students are encouraged to use the complete examples
along with the further references to practice writing an annotated bibliography entry and
developing their research interests on a broad subject. While not formatted in the
traditional annotated bibliography style, it enables students to think through their research
goals and interests, to clarify how the various sources relate to one another, and why

specific sources were chosen to annotate for an annotated bibliography.


https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/general_writing/common_writing_assignments/annotated_bibliographies/annotated_bibliography_example.html
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/general_writing/common_writing_assignments/annotated_bibliographies/annotated_bibliography_example.html

Possible Learning Outcomes:

e Students will identify key arguments in scholarship concerning race, gender, and
sexuality.

Students will interpret and evaluate a model composition/bibliography entry.

Students will analyze scholarship concerning race, gender, and sexuality.

Students will plan, organize, and create (an entry to) an annotated bibliography.
Students gain practice with citation style conventions and formatting common sources
like websites, online articles, and chapters of longer texts in MLA format.

1. Example of Annotated Bibliography:

Evaristo, Bernardine. “The idea that African homosexuality was a colonial import is a myth.”
The Guardian, 8 Mar. 2014,

https://The idea that African homosexuality was a colonial import is a myth | Bernardine

Evaristo | The Guardian

Prominent British author Bernardine Evaristo, daughter of a Nigerian immigrant and
white British mother, argues that despite what you may have heard from some of today's African
political leaders, same-sex sexual practices occurred on the continent and were widely
practiced—even celebrated—by several communities. This opinion piece is based on the
award-winning author’s perspective on the misconceptions surrounding the origins of
homosexuality and gender norms on the African continent, and one of her novel’s main
characters, Mr. Barrington Walker, a gay man forced to conceal his sexuality for the sake of
survival. While Mr. Loverman (2014) is not set in Africa, the experience mirrors the fears of
many non-heterosexual Black people, particularly those in Nigeria, who were suddenly facing
the passage of policy that threatened to imprison homosexual couples for up to 14 years, and
even punish those who advocate for gay marriage or join LGBTQ organizations. Evaristo argues
that the anti-gay rhetoric and policy in countries around the world are a direct result of Christian
and Islamic values imported to Africa during colonialism. As a result, this paved the way for the
taboos and moral panic around sexuality that prevail today. From the 16th century onwards,
homosexuality has been recorded in Africa by European missionaries, intellectuals, and officials.
However, Evaristo uses the ancient traditions and practices of various African societies and two
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significant studies that not only force people to confront their country’s dark past and debunk the
ongoing myth of homosexuality being ‘““un-African” and a “white-disease”[,]” but also address
the lack of focus on pre-colonial sexuality and gender practices in Africa (par. 1). Here she
quotes Robert Mugabe, one of today’s many African leaders in office who spew homophobic
rhetoric and implement anti-homosexual laws.

The Portuguese were among the first Europeans to explore Africa in the 15th century and
noted the diversity of gender relations, including sexual practices, in African societies. More
specifically, they referred to the "unnatural damnation" (par. 3) of male-to-male sex in the
Congo. Evaristo also demonstrates similar reports on transvestism in Angola from an English
traveler in the 1950s. Not only does this evidence showcase the variety in gender expressions
that existed on the continent, but it also shows a deep European bias towards homosexuality and
gender diversity. Aside from the Congo, substantial evidence points to same-sex sexual practices
in many other African societies. Homosexual intercourse was believed to be a transmitter of
wealth in numerous cultures. Among the Nzima people of Ghana, it was a common tradition for
adult men to marry each other. Similar to ancient Greece culture, In Sudan, among the Zande
tribe, there used to be a tradition that required warriors to marry a boy and pay a bride price to
their parents. Once that boy reached early adulthood, he, too, became a warrior and repeated the
same cycle. Substantial evidence also shows that same-sex marriages among women existed in
more than 30 African societies, from Nigeria to South Africa. One of the article’s strongest facts
is that in Zimbabwe, thousand-year-old rock paintings by the San people depict anal sex between
men. Even transvestism occurred in many different places, such as Madagascar and Ethiopia.

Evaristo clearly demonstrates that there is no denying that all modern gender and sexual
practices existed in numerous African cultures. However, Mr. Loverman, which she uses as a
point of reference to support her argument, does not directly address homophobia in Africa but is
set in England among the Caribbean community. This is an issue because, for some readers who
live in Africa, the book may not resonate or speak to them because it deals with the experience of
Caribbeans living in Britain under different cultural and political contexts. While the author did a
great job demonstrating the ways colonialism affected how Africans and black people view sex
today, and mentions two significant studies, Boy Wives and Female Husbands, and Heterosexual
Africa?, it’s unclear which of these sources provided the evidence and what other sources she
might have used. While the article acknowledges the stress and fear non-heterosexual black men
face, it fails to recognize the dilemmas of black manhood regarding sexuality. Many black men
are in a constant state of turmoil around their sexuality; the tropes, stereotypes, and themes
attached to their bodies put them at risk for extreme sexual violence and exploitation, a direct
result of colonialism. Among many tools used to justify enslavement and the continued
degradation of black people was the demonization of black men as physically violent and
sexually aggressive. The expectations that society puts on black men limits their ability to not
only explore their sexuality but prevent them from showing a range of emotions, aside from
anger and lust. This affects all Black men, regardless of their sexual preference or gender,
because it creates boundaries around their lived experiences and connection to their African



roots. Repressed emotions and sexual identity can lead to anger, resentment, and the stereotyped
behaviors listed above. As a reader, I would have liked to know more about her thoughts on
black manhood as it relates to sexuality because I want to understand more about Black
masculinity in general as a social construct.

Lohse, Russell. “Chapter 4: Becoming Slaves In Costa Rica.” Africans into Creoles : Slavery,
Ethnicity, and Identity in Colonial Costa Rica, edited by Kris Lane, University of New
Mexico Press, 2014, pp. 93-116. ProQuest Ebook Central,

https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/bmec/detail.action?docID=1734292.

For decades, the African presence in early Spanish and Portuguese colonial societies has
been rarely covered or discussed in academic spaces. Russell Lohse, a history professor at Penn
State University, reveals the early history of slavery of Africans and Afro-descendants in Costa
Rica from the sixteenth and early seventeenth centuries. The book covers the nature of the slave
trade to Costa Rica and its impact on the ethnic composition of the African population in Costa
Rica. Ethnic identity varied due to the growing number of different groups, including the newly
arrived Africans, Spaniards, Indians, Mestizos, and free mulattos. Despite their vast differences
in language and culture, enslaved men and women from all major regions of West Central Africa
would soon forge a new identity due to their shared experience of irrecoverable loss. Around the
mid-seventeenth century, Costa Rica's slave population was mostly comprised of Africans of
creole origin (mulattos and blacks), as well as free Africans and Ladino Indians. The book also
adds context to the importance of enslaved people in Costa Rica's colonial economy, society, and
politics, and includes extensive research from Mexico, Spain, United States, and Guatemala. In
chapter 4, Lohse argues that physical violence and sexual assault, as in most slaveholding
societies, were common and the most important tools of subjugation. Enslavers used these
physical forms of control to instill submission and fear into their slaves, to lessen the chance of
them escaping or rebelling. Although the dominant religion in Costa Rica at the time was
catholicism, Lohse argues that no substantial evidence suggests that enslavers or local priests got
involved in the religious practices of their slaves. While some enslaved men and women stayed
in touch with their spiritual practices from the motherland, Some enslaved Africans took a liking
to Christianity.

According to Lohse, when Africans arrived in Costa Rica, they were immediately met
with brutal forms of discipline and torture at the hands of their enslavers. Masters asserted
dominance and conveyed their instructions by inflicting pain. Over time, they even used it as a
means to increase production. In other words, because many Africans did not speak the language
and were unfamiliar with their new surroundings, enslavers found physical violence as the only


https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/bmcc/detail.action?docID=1734292

proper form of communication. This cruel practice was how slave masters trained enslaved
people to be obedient and to accept their lifestyle as a slave. Lohse emphasizes that one of the
things that separated slavery in Costa Rica from other countries that had slaves, is the direct
contact that enslaved Africans had to their masters. This put them at greater risk for intimate
violence. Despite numerous instances of mistreatment of enslaved people, Lohse claims that
direct documentary evidence of physical violence against enslaved Africans in Costa Rica is rare.
However, Lohse does go into great detail on the narratives of two enslaved Africans, one male
and the other female, who experienced physical and sexual violation that he uncovers in Archivo
Nacional de Costa Rica, San Jos¢ (ANCR). Miguel, a twenty-five-year-old man, was left
permanently disabled by his 14-year-old slave master, after he did not follow one of his
enslaver’s commands. This incident sticks out not only because of how young the slave master
was, but how such cases were not seen as worthy of reporting or criminalizing in Costa Rica, as
this was only prosecuted in Nicaragua. A 12-year-old girl who worked as a servant was sexually
violated on numerous occasions, and received little to no justice despite reporting it to several
people. Her narrative highlights the exploitation and disregard for black bodies. This
demonstrates the impact of commonplace violence on enslaved people and colonial society.
African-derived religions in Costa Rica were widely celebrated and practiced, despite the
oppressive system of slavery. While there were numerous religions, including Islam, Catholicism
and Christianity, that existed in Costa Rica, there was no religious indoctrination of one singular
religion.

By including the narrative of two enslaved Africans, Russell Lohse does an excellent job
of demonstrating the ways that Africans were systematically oppressed and relegated to the
margins. However, as a reader, I would have liked to learn about the sexual violation of black
men that occurred during the colonial era. Like black women, black men were also objectified,
stereotyped, and sexually exploited. Therefore, Lohse would have made a stronger argument if
he had highlighted the way black men were treated.

“The Arts—Culture In Costa Rica.” Costa Rica Vacations.

https://www.vacationscostarica.com/travel-guide/costa-rican-art/ Accessed 12 Dec. 2022.

Next to dance, creative writing, painting, drawing, and photography, music is one of the
best forms of artistic expression. For years, music has always been a compelling art form used to
convey and influence human behavior. It allows individuals to cement a collective identity and
experience social identity. Music and melody seem to have a divine connection to black people.
Throughout history, black people used music not only as a way to express their emotions but also
as a way to reclaim agency of their sexuality. Costa Rican Vacations is a travel agency website.
Aside from its breathtaking beaches, top-notch hotels, and extravagant vacation spots, Costa
Rican Vacations website offers background information on the history of music in Costa Rica.


https://www.vacationscostarica.com/travel-guide/costa-rican-art/

Costa Rican music is made up of a variety of cultural influences. Music in the Caribbean
includes elements of reggae and African beats. Aside from reggae, Afro-Caribbean music, such
as calypso and rumba, are popular in coastal regions. Although its roots are embedded in
Jamaican slavery and colonialism, Reggae has become a prominent aspect of Costa Rican
culture. Aside from its musical elements, Reggae articulates the realities of police brutality,
racism, sexual liberation, and the living conditions in Limon, the largest black community in
Costa Rica. Therefore, you can’t acknowledge Reggae without recognizing the voices behind the
powerful genre.

Although the article had some strong arguments, it did not go into as much depth on the
history behind Reggae or even speak about the other genres of music in Costa Rica.

2. Apparatus with subcategory introductions and
additional resources

African Gender and Sexuality in Latin America: How Black People Reclaimed Agency
Over Their Sexuality From Slavery To Present Day

African gender, and sexual expression were not explicitly patriarchal by today's
standards. Africa is a massive continent with a wide variety of cultures and traditions. Contrary
to popular belief, substantial evidence shows that all modern gender and sexual expression
permutations existed in numerous African cultures, whether it be the quasi-polyamorous actions
of the Eli tribe in Zambia or same-sex marriage among the Siwa tribe in Egypt.

As a result of years of colonialism and widespread Christian evangelism at the hands of
Europeans, these diverse sexual practices were eventually flattened into a sexual identity fit for
domestic animals. Enslaved Africans were seen as nothing more than commodities—rather than
human beings—to be bought, sold, exploited, and bred. Throughout the 17th century, it was
common practice for slave owners to breed their slaves on what was known as breeding farms.
This cruel and unusual procedure aimed to increase the enslaved population to create a larger
workforce, leading to increased production. Like cattle, Africans had little to no say over their
body and were reduced to their labor and reproductive worth.

When you fast forward to the modern day, you will find that religious values in places
like Latin America still linger. Costa Rica, for example, is a country that is primarily dictated by
the dominant religion, Catholicism. Unfortunately, this has negatively affected the country's
LGBTQ community. Right now, protests are happening in Costa Rica against the use of
conversion therapy. As the first country in Central America to legalize same-sex marriage, there
is no denying that Costa Rica is on the right track to recognizing its LGBTQ population and their
needs. However, until it bans conversion therapy and realizes why it's harmful, it is impossible to
label Costa Rica as a free space for all its citizens.



1. Gender & Sexuality in Pre-colonial Africa:

To understand same-sex relations and gender norms in pre-colonial Africa, people must
realize that Africa is not a monolithic community but a large continent made up of thousands of
ethnic groups which rich and diverse cultures. If we really want to end homophobic legislation,
create safer spaces for LGBTQ citizens, and spread awareness on homophobic biases, it’s crucial
that we learn about our country’s past. All three articles capture the story of how black people
reclaimed agency over their sexuality, despite the inevitable limitations stacked against us.
Evaristo’s opinion piece provides a great breakdown of the history behind the popular
misconception that homosexuality is un-African or unnatural.

Evaristo, Bernardine. “The idea that African homosexuality was a colonial import is a myth.”
The Guardian, 8 Mar. 2014,

https://The idea that African homosexuality was a colonial import is a myth | Bernardine

Evaristo | The Guardian

Prominent British author Bernardine Evaristo, daughter of a Nigerian immigrant and
white British mother, argues that despite what you may have heard from some of today's African
political leaders, same-sex sexual practices occurred on the continent and were widely
practiced—even celebrated—by several communities. This opinion piece is based on the
award-winning author’s perspective on the misconceptions surrounding the origins of
homosexuality and gender norms on the African continent, and one of her novel’s main
characters, Mr. Barrington Walker, a gay man forced to conceal his sexuality for the sake of
survival. While Mr. Loverman (2014) is not set in Africa, the experience mirrors the fears of
many non-heterosexual Black people, particularly those in Nigeria, who were suddenly facing
the passage of policy that threatened to imprison homosexual couples for up to 14 years, and
even punish those who advocate for gay marriage or join LGBTQ organizations. Evaristo argues
that the anti-gay rhetoric and policy in countries around the world are a direct result of Christian
and Islamic values imported to Africa during colonialism. As a result, this paved the way for the
taboos and moral panic around sexuality that prevail today. From the 16th century onwards,
homosexuality has been recorded in Africa by European missionaries, intellectuals, and officials.
However, Evaristo uses the ancient traditions and practices of various African societies and two
significant studies that not only force people to confront their country’s dark past and debunk the
ongoing myth of homosexuality being ‘““un-African” and a “white-disease”[,]” but also address
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the lack of focus on pre-colonial sexuality and gender practices in Africa (par. 1). Here she
quotes Robert Mugabe, one of today’s many African leaders in office who spew homophobic
rhetoric and implement anti-homosexual laws.

The Portuguese were among the first Europeans to explore Africa in the 15th century and
noted the diversity of gender relations, including sexual practices, in African societies. More
specifically, they referred to the "unnatural damnation" (par. 3) of male-to-male sex in the
Congo. Evaristo also demonstrates similar reports on transvestism in Angola from an English
traveler in the 1950s. Not only does this evidence showcase the variety in gender expressions
that existed on the continent, but it also shows a deep European bias towards homosexuality and
gender diversity. Aside from the Congo, substantial evidence points to same-sex sexual practices
in many other African societies. Homosexual intercourse was believed to be a transmitter of
wealth in numerous cultures. Among the Nzima people of Ghana, it was a common tradition for
adult men to marry each other. Similar to ancient Greece culture, In Sudan, among the Zande
tribe, there used to be a tradition that required warriors to marry a boy and pay a bride price to
their parents. Once that boy reached early adulthood, he, too, became a warrior and repeated the
same cycle. Substantial evidence also shows that same-sex marriages among women existed in
more than 30 African societies, from Nigeria to South Africa. One of the article’s strongest facts
is that in Zimbabwe, thousand-year-old rock paintings by the San people depict anal sex between
men. Even transvestism occurred in many different places, such as Madagascar and Ethiopia.

Evaristo clearly demonstrates that there is no denying that all modern gender and sexual
practices existed in numerous African cultures. However, Mr. Loverman, which she uses as a
point of reference to support her argument, does not directly address homophobia in Africa but is
set in England among the Caribbean community. This is an issue because, for some readers who
live in Africa, the book may not resonate or speak to them because it deals with the experience of
Caribbeans living in Britain under different cultural and political contexts. While the author did a
great job demonstrating the ways colonialism affected how Africans and black people view sex
today, and mentions two significant studies, Boy Wives and Female Husbands, and Heterosexual
Africa?, it’s unclear which of these sources provided the evidence and what other sources she
might have used. While the article acknowledges the stress and fear non-heterosexual black men
face, it fails to recognize the dilemmas of black manhood regarding sexuality. Many black men
are in a constant state of turmoil around their sexuality; the tropes, stereotypes, and themes
attached to their bodies put them at risk for extreme sexual violence and exploitation, a direct
result of colonialism. Among many tools used to justify enslavement and the continued
degradation of black people was the demonization of black men as physically violent and
sexually aggressive. The expectations that society puts on black men limits their ability to not
only explore their sexuality but prevent them from showing a range of emotions, aside from
anger and lust. This affects all Black men, regardless of their sexual preference or gender,
because it creates boundaries around their lived experiences and connection to their African
roots. Repressed emotions and sexual identity can lead to anger, resentment, and the stereotyped
behaviors listed above. As a reader, [ would have liked to know more about her thoughts on



black manhood as it relates to sexuality because I want to understand more about Black
masculinity in general as a social construct.

Burton, Neel. “Gender Variation and Same-Sex Relations in Precolonial Times.” Psychology
Today , 12 Jul. 2017,

https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/hide-and-seek/201707/gender-variation-and-s

ame-sex-relations-in-precolonial-times.

Alozie , Bright. “Did Europe Bring Homophobia to Africa?” Black Perspectives , African

American Intellectual History Society, 21 Oct. 2021,

https://www.aaihs.org/did-europe-bring-homophobia-to-africa/

2. The Sexualization of Black Bodies During the
Colonial Era:

Painting black people as hyper-sexual and uncivilized through different forms of
propaganda made it easier for Europeans to justify their inhumane treatment of African people.
Viewing African men and women as sexual commodities rather than human beings also paved
the way for rape culture within chattel slavery. As a result, the value of enslaved people evolved
contingently to their sexual and reproductive economic worth. To Europeans, enslaved Africans
were seen as nothing more than commodities used for domestic labor.

Lohse, Russell. “Chapter 4: Becoming Slaves In Costa Rica.” Africans into Creoles : Slavery,
Ethnicity, and Identity in Colonial Costa Rica, edited by Kris Lane, University of New

Mexico Press, 2014, pp. 93-116. ProQuest Ebook Central,

https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/bmcc/detail.action?docID=1734292.

For decades, the African presence in early Spanish and Portuguese colonial societies has
been rarely covered or discussed in academic spaces. Russell Lohse, a history professor at Penn
State University, reveals the early history of slavery of Africans and Afro-descendants in Costa
Rica from the sixteenth and early seventeenth centuries. The book covers the nature of the slave
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trade to Costa Rica and its impact on the ethnic composition of the African population in Costa
Rica. Ethnic identity varied due to the growing number of different groups, including the newly
arrived Africans, Spaniards, Indians, Mestizos, and free mulattos. Despite their vast differences
in language and culture, enslaved men and women from all major regions of West Central Africa
would soon forge a new identity due to their shared experience of irrecoverable loss. Around the
mid-seventeenth century, Costa Rica's slave population was mostly comprised of Africans of
creole origin (mulattos and blacks), as well as free Africans and Ladino Indians. The book also
adds context to the importance of enslaved people in Costa Rica's colonial economy, society, and
politics, and includes extensive research from Mexico, Spain, United States, and Guatemala. In
chapter 4, Lohse argues that physical violence and sexual assault, as in most slaveholding
societies, were common and the most important tools of subjugation. Enslavers used these
physical forms of control to instill submission and fear into their slaves, to lessen the chance of
them escaping or rebelling. Although the dominant religion in Costa Rica at the time was
catholicism, Lohse argues that no substantial evidence suggests that enslavers or local priests got
involved in the religious practices of their slaves. While some enslaved men and women stayed
in touch with their spiritual practices from the motherland, Some enslaved Africans took a liking
to Christianity.

According to Lohse, when Africans arrived in Costa Rica, they were immediately met
with brutal forms of discipline and torture at the hands of their enslavers. Masters asserted
dominance and conveyed their instructions by inflicting pain. Over time, they even used it as a
means to increase production. In other words, because many Africans did not speak the language
and were unfamiliar with their new surroundings, enslavers found physical violence as the only
proper form of communication. This cruel practice was how slave masters trained enslaved
people to be obedient and to accept their lifestyle as a slave. Lohse emphasizes that one of the
things that separated slavery in Costa Rica from other countries that had slaves, is the direct
contact that enslaved Africans had to their masters. This put them at greater risk for intimate
violence. Despite numerous instances of mistreatment of enslaved people, Lohse claims that
direct documentary evidence of physical violence against enslaved Africans in Costa Rica is rare.
However, Lohse does go into great detail on the narratives of two enslaved Africans, one male
and the other female, who experienced physical and sexual violation that he uncovers in Archivo
Nacional de Costa Rica, San José (ANCR). Miguel, a twenty-five-year-old man, was left
permanently disabled by his 14-year-old slave master, after he did not follow one of his
enslaver’s commands. This incident sticks out not only because of how young the slave master
was, but how such cases were not seen as worthy of reporting or criminalizing in Costa Rica, as
this was only prosecuted in Nicaragua. A 12-year-old girl who worked as a servant was sexually
violated on numerous occasions, and received little to no justice despite reporting it to several
people. Her narrative highlights the exploitation and disregard for black bodies. This
demonstrates the impact of commonplace violence on enslaved people and colonial society.
African-derived religions in Costa Rica were widely celebrated and practiced, despite the
oppressive system of slavery. While there were numerous religions, from Islam, and Catholicism,
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to Christianity, that existed in Costa Rica, there was no religious indoctrination of one singular
religion.

By including the narrative of two enslaved Africans, Russell Lohse does an excellent job
of demonstrating the ways that Africans were systematically oppressed and relegated to the
margins. However, as a reader, [ would have liked to learn about the sexual violation of black
men that occurred during the colonial era. Like black women, black men were also objectified,
stereotyped, and sexually exploited. Therefore, Rusell would have made a stronger argument if
he had highlighted the way black men were treated.

Holmes, Caren M. "The Colonial Roots of the Racial Fetishization of Black Women," Black &

Gold: Vol. 2., 2016, https://openworks.wooster.edu/blackandgold/vol2/iss1/2.

Lohse, Russell. “Chapter 7, More Than Slaves: Family and Freedom.” Africans into Creoles :
Slavery, Ethnicity, and Identity in Colonial Costa Rica, edited by Kris Lane, University of
New Mexico Press, 2014. pp.170-199, ProQuest Ebook Central,

https://ebookcentral.proguest.com/lib/bmec/detail.action?doclD=1734292.

3. The Importance of Music in Latin America

Throughout history, the rhythm of song and dance is something that black people have
been known for, not just in Africa but worldwide. When you look at the many ways that black
people reclaimed pleasure in their sexuality, you will find that music played a large role in this
story.

“The Arts—Culture In Costa Rica.” Costa Rica Vacations.

https://www.vacationscostarica.com/travel-guide/costa-rican-art/ Accessed 12 Dec. 2022.

Next to dance, creative writing, painting, drawing, and photography, music is one of the
best forms of artistic expression. For years, music has always been a compelling art form used to
convey and influence human behavior. It allows individuals to cement a collective identity and
experience social identity. Music and melody seem to have a divine connection to black people.
Throughout history, black people used music not only as a way to express their emotions but also
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as a way to reclaim agency of their sexuality. Costa Rican Vacations is a travel agency website.
Aside from its breathtaking beaches, top-notch hotels, and extravagant vacation spots, Costa
Rican Vacations website offers background information on the history of music in Costa Rica.

Costa Rican music is made up of a variety of cultural influences. Music in the Caribbean
includes elements of reggae and African beats. Aside from reggae, Afro-Caribbean music, such
as calypso and rumba, are popular in coastal regions. Although its roots are embedded in
Jamaican slavery and colonialism, Reggae has become a prominent aspect of Costa Rican
culture. Aside from its musical elements, Reggae articulates the realities of police brutality,
racism, sexual liberation, and the living conditions in Limon, the largest black community in
Costa Rica. Therefore, you can’t acknowledge Reggae without recognizing the voices behind the
powerful genre.

Although the article had some strong arguments, it did not go into as much depth on the
history behind Reggae or even speak about the other genres of music in Costa Rica.

Braga, Brunno. “Inside Limon: The Land of Afro-Costa Ricans.” Travel Noire, 28 Jun. 2021,

https://travelnoire.com/inside-limon-the-land-of-afro-costa-ricans.

Torres, Sabia McCoy. “‘Cien Porciento Tico Tico’: Reggae, Belonging, and the Afro-Caribbean
Ticos of Costa Rica.” Black Music Research Journal, vol. 36, no. 1, 2016, pp. 1-29.

JSTOR, https://doi.org/10.5406/blacmusiresei.36.1.0001.

This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 4.0 International License.
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
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