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Even if I believed that women should be denied the right of suffrage, wild horses
could not drag such an admission from my pen or my lips, for this reason :
precisely the same arguments used to prove that the ballot be withheld from
women are advanced to prove that colored men should not be allowed to vote.
The reasons for repealing the Fifteenth Amendment differ but little from the
arguments advanced by those who oppose the enfranchisement of women.
Consequently, nothing could be more inconsistent than that colored people
should use their influence against granting the ballot to women, if they believe
that colored men should enjoy this right which citizenship confers.What could
be more absurd and ridiculous than that one group of individuals who are
trying to throw off the yoke of oppression themselves, so as to get relief from
conditions which handicap and injure them, should favor laws and customs
which impede the progress of another unfortunate group and hinder them in
every conceivable way. For the sake of consistency, therefore, if my sense of
justice were not developed at all, and I could not reason intelligently, as a
colored woman I should not tell my dearest friend that I opposed woman
suffrage. But how can any one who is able to use reason, and who believes in
dealing out justice to all God's creatures, think it is right to withhold from one-
half the human race rights and privileges freely accorded to the other half,
which is neither more deserving nor more capable of exercising them ?For two
thousand years mankind has been breaking down the various barriers which
interposed themselves between human beings and their perfect freedom to
exercise all the faculties with which they were divinely endowed. Even in
monarchies old fetters which formerly restricted freedom, dwarfed the intellect
and doomed certain individuals to narrow circumscribed spheres, because of
the mere accident of birth, are being loosed and broken one by one. In view of
such wisdom and experience the political subjection of women in the United
States can be likened only to a relic of barbarism, or to a spot upon the sun, or
to an octopus holding this republic in its hideous grasp, so that further progress
to the best form of government is impossible and that precious ideal its
founders promised it would be it seems nothing more tangible than a mirage.
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