
Post-Independence 
Part 1: National Heroes



The Enlightenment:  introduced the ideal of 
democracy and equality under the law, and 
inspired colonial independence.

Haitian Revolution of 1804

American Revolution of 1776 



Who were some of the heroes of Latin American independence?
:

-Agustin Iturbide: liberated …
-Simón Bolívar: liberated …

-José de San Martín: liberated …

Creole: Spaniards born in Spanish America



Other heroes……. who resisted Spanish torture, indigenous martyrs.
Cuauhtemoc (Mexico)/ Tupac Amaru (Peru)



Other heroes…… who aided in wars of independence.
Oyala (Peru)/ Policarpa Salavarrieta (Colombia)



Catholic priests….. who aided in wars of independence.
Bartolome de las Casas/ Miguel Hidalgo



Writers….. who aided in wars of independence.
José Martí (Cuba)



Viceroyalty of New Granada (liberated by Bolivar as Gran Colombia) in 1819 



Figueroa, Bolívar: Liberator of Colombia, 1820 Gil de Castro, Portrait of Bolívar in Bogotá, 1830



How do these portraits compare? And what do they tell 
us about political portraiture?

David, Napoleon, 1812 



Allegory of Independence, 1834, Mexico

Portrait of Miguel Hidalgo, 1831, Mexico “Cry of Dolores”: rallying cry that 
started the fight for Mexican independence



How does Hidalgo redefine the iconography of the Virgin of Guadalupe?





Allegory of Independence, 1834, Mexico

Phrygian Cap: symbol of freedom

Marianne: symbol of liberty

Eagle: symbol of Aztecs



Gil de Castro, Portrait of Olaya, 1828, Peru

Gil de Castro, Francisco Calderón Zumelzú, 1824, 
Chile

Gil de Castro, Afro-Peruvian artist, known as “el mulato Gil”



Academy of San Carlos, Mexico City, 1782

How did nineteenth-century artists depict 
their pre-Hispanic and colonial past? 
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Izaguirre, The Torture of Cuauhtémoc, 1893, Mexico

Obregón, The Discovery of Pulque, 1869, Mexico

Indian Revival: featured historical 
depictions that emphasized the 
Indian as martyr, hero, warrior, or 
discoverer



Vilar, Tlahuicole, the Tlaxcaltecan 
General, Fighting in the Gladiatorial 
Sacrifice, 1851, Mexico



Laso, Inhabitant of the Cordillera of 
Peru, 1855,Peru

-Exhibited this painting in Paris at the 
Exposition Universelle of 1855



Velasco, Valley of Mexico, 1877

Historical Landscape: featured 
important nationalist, historical 
and geographical sites.



Velasco, Valley of Mexico, 1875, Mexico
How does Velasco incorporate history into this landscape?

https://smarthistory.org/velasco-the-valley-of-mexico/ 

https://smarthistory.org/velasco-the-valley-of-mexico/


Oller, Hacienda la Fortuna, 
1885, Puerto Rico



Oller, Still Life with Plantains, 1893



Oller, The Wake, 1893
1. Food staples of plantains, corn, and roasted pork.

2. Taino elements like the duho and bohio
3. Provincial types like the jibaro 

How did costumbrismo help articulate a sense of nationalism? 

Costumbrismo: depiction of provincial life and local types
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Fernandez, Colombia

Nebel, Mexico



Fierro, Peru



Ferrez, Brazil



Arrieta, The Surprise, 1850, Mexico

Gutierrez, The Young Indian’s Farewell, 1876, 
Mexico


