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HAVE YOU EVER WONDERED “WHAT’S THE PERFECT WATCH 
FOR ME?” PERHAPS YOU FRAMED THE QUESTION LIKE THIS: 

“WHICH WATCH SHOULD I BUY?” HERE’S A 10-STEP PLAN 
TO HELP YOU FIND THE ONE THAT’S PERFECT FOR YOU. 
FINDING THE PERFECT WATCH CAN BE A CHALLENGE, BUT 

THE HUNT IS PART OF THE FUN, AND THE RIGHT CHOICE CAN 
BRING YEARS OF ENJOYMENT.

WRITTEN BY, WATCHTHIS MAGIZINE

A NEW YORKERS 10-STEP 
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PERFECT WATCH





1. IF YOU’RE JUST STARTING OUT IN THE WORLD OF WATCHES, VISIT ONLINE 
COMMUNITIES AND ASK QUESTIONS. ASK SPECIFIC QUESTIONS ABOUT WATCH-
ES TO BUILD YOUR KNOWLEDGE. IN ANY ONLINE COMMUNITY, KEEP IN MIND 
THAT THE ANSWERS MAY REFLECT A BUILT-IN BIAS. A SITE DEDICATED TO A 
PARTICULAR BRAND WILL BE POPULATED BY DEVOTEES OF THAT BRAND.

2. MAKE A LIST OF THE FEATURES AND QUALITIES YOU SEEK IN A TIMEPIECE, 
PRIORITIZE THEM, AND THEN LOOK FOR WATCHES THAT FIT YOUR LIST. WILL 
YOU USE THE WATCH IN THE WATER? DO YOU NEED TO BE ABLE READ IT IN THE 
DARK? DO YOU NEED A PARTICULAR COMPLICATION? DO YOU NEED A LARGE 
DATE FOR BETTER LEGIBILITY? IF YOU LIKE TO SWAP STRAPS, DO YOU NEED 
STANDARD LUGS? WILL YOU TRADE OVERALL LEGIBILITY FOR A COOL LOOK? 
ARE SERVICE COSTS A CONCERN? THE LIST GOES ON.

3. THE MORE TIME YOU DEVOTE TO THE SEARCH, THE HAPPIER YOU WILL BE IN 
THE END. AVOID IMPULSE PURCHASES.

4. DO NOT BUY A GIVEN WATCH BECAUSE YOU THINK IT WILL PLEASE OR IM-
PRESS OTHER PEOPLE. BE CONFIDENT IN YOUR CHOICES. THE ONLY OPINION 
THAT COUNTS IS YOURS.

5. EVERY TIME YOU SEE AN IMAGE OF A WATCH YOU LIKE, SAVE IT. DON’T 
FOCUS ON PROFESSIONAL BEAUTY SHOTS – TRY TO FIND GOOD LIVE SHOTS. 
LOOK AT THE SAVED IMAGES EVERY DAY (OR MORE OFTEN). KEEP A LIST RANK-
ING YOUR FAVORITES. IF A WATCH STAYS AT THE TOP FOR A WHILE, IT MAY BE 
A WINNER. ON THE OTHER HAND, ONCE YOU SPOT SOMETHING THAT BOTH-
ERS YOU ABOUT A WATCH, YOU WILL NOTICE IT EVERY TIME YOU LOOK AT THE 
WATCH, SO YOU SHOULD PROBABLY ELIMINATE IT FROM YOUR LIST.

6. DO YOUR BEST TO PINPOINT THE TWO OR THREE THINGS ABOUT A WATCH 
THAT REALLY MAKE YOU LIKE IT. DON’T JUST SAY “IT LOOKS NICE” – BE SPE-
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CIFIC. ONCE YOU DO THAT, YOU CAN SEEK OUT OTHER WATCHES WITH THOSE 
QUALITIES.

7. BE AS THOROUGH AS POSSIBLE IN YOUR SEARCH. NOTHING IS WORSE THAN 
BUYING A WATCH, ONLY TO FIND ONE YOU LIKE BETTER THE FOLLOWING WEEK. 
IF YOU’VE FOUND A WATCH YOU REALLY LIKE, VISIT THE WATCH COMMUNITIES, 
TELL THE GOOD PEOPLE WHICH WATCH THAT IS, AND ASK THEM TO RECOM-
MEND SIMILAR WATCHES. IN THIS REGARD, ADVICE FROM OTHERS CAN PROVE 
USEFUL.

8. TRY BEFORE YOU BUY! TRY ON AS MANY WATCHES AS POSSIBLE. WATCHES 
CAN DEFINITELY SURPRISE YOU ONCE ON YOUR WRIST. IF YOU SEE A WATCH 
YOU LIKE ONLINE, FIND THE SAME WATCH LOCALLY AND TRY IT ON. IF YOU 
CAN’T FIND THAT WATCH, FIND ONE THAT’S CLOSE IN SIZE AND TRY IT ON. IF 
YOU BUY LONG DISTANCE WITHOUT A TEST DRIVE, MAKE SURE YOU CAN RE-
TURN THE WATCH, NO QUESTIONS ASKED.

9. WHEN YOU’RE TRYING ON WATCHES, PAY CLOSE ATTENTION TO HOW 
THEY MAKE YOU FEEL. IDEALLY, ONE WATCH WILL “CALL TO YOU” FROM 
AMONG THE MANY YOU’RE CONSIDERING. THAT MAY BE THE ONE TO BUY, 

ASSUMING IT CONTINUES CALLING OVER A PERIOD OF TIME. “DON’T 
GET MARRIED AFTER (OR DURING) THE 
FIRST DATE.”
10. ONCE YOU’VE MADE A DECISION, TRY IT ON FOR A FEW DAYS (THE DE-
CISION, NOT THE WATCH). ACT AS THOUGH YOU’VE ALREADY PURCHASED 
THE WATCH, AND YOUR SEARCH HAS ENDED. ANY OTHER WATCH YOU WERE 
THINKING OF BUYING IS NOW BEYOND REACH. ARE YOU STILL HAPPY WITH 
YOUR CHOICE?
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