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Dear Ms. Adichie, 

 I hope this letter finds you well. My name is Ashley Tineo, I am a student at BMCC 

currently taking a Literacy in American Society class where I recently watched your TED talk, 

"The Danger of a Single Story”. I was deeply moved by your insights and the important message 

you shared. I wanted to express my understanding of the dangers of a single story, as discussed 

in your talk. 

 Your explanation of the dangers of a single story resonated with me. It is clear that 

reducing complex individuals, cultures, and nations to one-dimensional narratives or stereotypes 

can be harmful and limiting. It not only distorts reality but also robs people of their dignity and 

humanity. The examples you provided, such as your early exposure to Western literature that 

portrayed only white characters as "normal" and your American roommate's preconceived 

notions about Africa, made it clear how powerful and pervasive these single stories can be. Your 

message reminds us that a single story oversimplifies the richness of human experiences, 

cultures, and identities. 

 I recently came across a paragraph discussing the changing demographics in K-12 public 

schools in the United States. It highlights how students of color now outnumber white students, 

thanks to the growth in Latino and Asian youth populations. This shifting demographic landscape 

challenges the use of the term "minorities" to describe non-white students. It's a reminder of the 

need for more inclusive language to represent the diversity in American society. This resonates 

with your TED talk on "The Danger of a Single Story" because it underscores the importance of 



understanding and embracing the complexities and richness of different cultures and 

backgrounds, as opposed to reducing them to a single narrative or stereotype. 

 Additionally, I've been learning about the educational challenges faced by Native 

American students, particularly their low graduation rates, which is indicative of systemic 

inequalities in the education system. This highlights the need for a more inclusive and equitable 

approach to education, where every student's unique story and background are acknowledged 

and valued. 

 Growing up, I often encountered preconceived notions and stereotypes about what it 

meant to be a Latina. These stereotypes, based on limited stories or narratives, often 

oversimplified the richness of my cultural heritage and background. Your talk reminded me of 

the importance of challenging and expanding these one-sided narratives, both for the sake of 

personal identity and for building more inclusive communities. 

 In my own life, I can apply the lessons you share by being more open-minded and 

avoiding snap judgments or stereotypes. I can strive to learn about people, cultures, and 

experiences beyond the limited stories I might have heard. It's a reminder that each person has a 

rich and diverse story to tell, and I can better connect with and understand others by appreciating 

the depth and complexity of their narratives. 

 I want to thank you for your inspiring talk and for shedding light on this crucial issue. 

Your words have encouraged me to be more mindful of the stories I encounter and to seek a 

deeper understanding of people and cultures beyond the surface narratives. I believe that your 

message is not only relevant but also necessary in a world where understanding and empathy can 

bridge gaps and foster greater appreciation for the diversity that enriches our lives. 



Thank you once again for your thought-provoking talk, and for your commitment to raising 

awareness about the dangers of a single story. 

Sincerely, 

Ashley Tineo


